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PREFACE 

nPHE traveller in Sicily who desires to see the 
island with a tolerable degree of comfort must 
perforce make a longer stay in certain cities and from 
them make excursions. This necessity arises from the 
poor quality of the ordinary Sicilian i^in or hotel : 
indeed it has been said that there are but five or six 
hotels in Sicily in which an Englishman can live, a 
rather too sweeping assertion since Baedeker Stars i6 1 
though the writer's experience of difficulty in getting 
enough to eat in two of the starred hotels makes him 
doubtful how far the commendation may be trusted. 
The plan of this book has been arranged in accord- 
ance with this necessity, the various places described 
being grouped round centres at which a considerable 
stay may be made ; and the possibility of reaching 
the less important places with some degree of ease 
has also been considered. 

The historical interest of an island placed as Sicily 
is, between Africa and Europe, mu^ needs be very 
great, and as a matter of fkct it has been fought over 
again and again till one may almost say that every 
stone has been bathed in blood. Here, too, one of 
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vi PREFACE 

the most ancient of religions, the worship of Ceres, 
had its seat, and remains of the prehistoric period 
are frequent, while the natural structure and scenery 
of the island are most interesting and attractive, some 
of the landscapes being perhaps unsurpassable in 
beauty, and at all events having a world-wide repu- 
tation. Nor do these points exhaust its interest, for 
the remains of man's handiwork are quite as astonish- 
ing as the works of Nature. Here are Doric temples, 
some of which date from as early as the 8th century 
B.C., and several of which are in very fair preservation ; 
here are mosaics of the nth and 12th centuries of 
extraordinary beauty ; here are examples of an archi- 
tecture in which diverse elements — Norman, Arabic, 
and Byzantine — are blended with most happy effect. 
Thus there are at least three Sicilies for the 
traveller to enjoy and dream over — the Sicily of 
legend and poetry, of historical antiquity, and the 
Sicily of the Norman dominion, without taking into 
account the modern Sicily, which captivates one with 
its ever-present attractiveness, with its marvellous sun- 
sets and sunrises of almost oriental splendour, with 
its delicate opalescent distances and jewel-like sea, 
its strange and .beautifully shaped mountain ranges 
and the brilliancy of unfamiliar plants and flowers : 
with its eastern-looking towns perched high upon 
the hills or nestling by the stony river-beds, amid 
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PREFACE vii 

the luxuriant green of groves of lemon and orange, 
diversified with the greyer olive and the victorious 
palm, the whole bathed in the brilliant sunshine, 
which not only falls on it as in our colder northern 
dimes, but sufiuses and enwraps everything as with 
a silvery mantle. Here it was that Ulysses was 
captured by Polyphemus and escaped by that craft 
which so pleased his goddess protectress, and there 
in the sea are still to be seen the rocks which it is 
said that the blinded giant hurled after him. Here 
it is that the loves of Acis and Galatea are fabled to 
have passed, and here the fountain of Arethusa still 
gushes. Hence Proserpine was rapt to the under- 
world, from meadows which still are covered with 
the many-flowered narcissus each spring, and here 
Demeter commenced her heartbroken search for her 
lost daughter. Beneath the mountain which domi- 
nates the island Enceladus lies chained, and as he 
stirs uneasily rumblings are heard and his tortured 
breath breaks forth in steam and smoke, and Vulcan 
works at his godlike forge, assisted by his Cyclops, 
forgetting his wife's infidelity in the fascination of 
creation, like a true artist. These streams have been 
the haunts of nymph and naiad, and in the woods 
which once clothed the hillsides oreads lived ; 
through them satyrs have rushed joining the wanton 
rout of the Bacchic dance : and beneath the shade of 
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viii PREFACE 

slim trees like those yonder the shepherds sung hy 
Theocritus have contended for the well-wrought 
beechen bowl or the goat which was the prize 
of success in song or poem. This island was his 
home as well as that of Pindar, of Empedocles, 
Stesichorus, Carondas the law-maker, Archimedes and 
many another great man. Nor were its cities lacking 
in patriots and warlike leaders, or enlightened rulers, 
while it was on these shores that the power of Athens 
was broken. Carthaginian and Roman fought over 
the land from end to end ; Byzantine, Goth and 
Vandal have contended here for empire, and the 
Saracen wrrested it from the loosening grasp of the 
effete rulers of Byzantium. Here the Normans per- 
formed wonderful feats of arms, and when the land 
was conquered ruled it with wisdom and toleration, 
encouraging arts and manu&ctures and holding the 
scales of justice with even hand between the various 
races who acknowledged their sway. Here was ac- 
complished the dreadful vengeance of the Sicilian 
Vespers, which left no one of French birth alive, man, 
woman or child, and here after centuries of oppression 
the " noble thousand " under Garibaldi drove out the 
troops of the Bourbon, and made the fblfilment of the 
dream of a united Italy possible, which the Sicilians 
accepted with practical unanimity and enthusiasm. 
No excuse need be pleaded for lingering over and 
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drawing special attention to the beauties of so richly 
endowed a country, and the writer hopes that while 
giving information which those who may project a 
tour in Sicily in the future will find useful, he may 
also be happy enough to renew the memories of 
those who have had the good fortune to visit it in 
the past. 

Besides the ordinary sources of information many 
Italian and French books upon the history and 
antiquities of various parts of the island have been 
consulted, among which may be named first the 
many valuable articles in the jirchivio Siorico SiciBanOy 
and then Amari's History of the Mussulmans in Sicily ; 
Dr. G. Pitre's books on Sicilian traditions, popular 
feasts, etc. ; I. La Lumia's Storie SiciRane ; Hugo 
Falcandus ; G. B. Siragusa's Reign of William L ; 
V. di Giovanni's Sul Porto Jntico di Palermo ; F. S. 
Cavallari's books on the ancient topography of 
Syracuse and on the Cappella Palatiria, Palermo ; 
Salvo di Pietraganzili's / Siculi and La SiciRa lUus- 
irata ; the Duke of Serradifalco's Antiquities of 
Sicily and Cathedral of Monreale ; G. V. Auria's 
Ori^ns and Antiquities of Cefalu ; G. Chiesi's La 
Sici/ia lUustrata; G. Vuillier's and Ren6 Bazin's books 
on Sicily ; De Bazancourt's Histoiy of Sicily under the 
t^ormans ; D. Scina's Report on the Madonie Moun- 
tains (flora, etc.) ; Alongi's La Mafia ; and books by 
h . 
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N. Colajanni, A. di San Giuliano and G. Ciotti 
on crime and modern conditions of life in Sicily. 
An anonymous Italian book entitled SiciMa has also 
been very useful in the same direction. Among 
English books reference has been made to Gaily 
Knight's books on the Normans and their works in 
Sicily, and to Angell and Evans' account of the 
metopes discovered by them at Selinunt. Sir Ch. 
Forbes's book on the campaign of Garibaldi has 
furnished authority for that portion of the historical 
sketch, and I have to thank Mr. Douglas Sladen 
for very kindly allowing me to make use of matter 
contained in his valuable work. In Sicily y with which 
I have supplemented the deficiencies of my own 
notes on the flora of Sicily, on the mediaeval palaces 
of Syracuse and on Castrogiovanni. I have also to 
thank Mr. Phene Spiers for lending me some private 
photographs from which the drawings of the vaulting 
of La Badiazza, Messina, and the temple at Selinunt, 
described as Temple E, have been made. 

F. H. J. 
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SICILY 

/t L^ The Natural Fbaturbs^ 

&CILY is the largest island in the Mediterranean 
and has an area of nearly io,ooa ^English square 
miks — 9860, as stated in the Italian survey, less than 
a third of that of Ireland, 9935 with the adjacent 
islands. It is nearly bisected by the meridian of 
14° £., and by far the greater part liea to the.eoath 
of 38" ^. Its southernmost point is j6** 4jO' N., 
only 40' north of Point Tarifa, the southernmost 
point of Spam and of £urope.. The three prot 
montories which form the points of its triangubt 
shape are Cape Faro, formerly . Pelorus, Passaro, 
formerly Pachynus, and Boeo, formerly Lilybaeum, 
The ancient name, Trinacria, came from its ^ shape, 
in the opinion of most ancient writers, and Dio- 
dorus Siculus adds that it was called Sicania, frcMn 
the Sicanians who inhabited it, and finally Sicily, 
from the Stculi who passed into it fifom Italy in 
a crowd. The population now numbers about 
3,563,000;. ., ,, 

It is a detached fragment qf the great Apennine 
range, aiiid, like it, presents its precipitous sidi^ ito 
the Tyrrhenian depression, the crystalline rptks lof 
which the great northern mountain range is eoin^ 
posed, being precisely similar to those which form 
the parallel range of Aspromonte in Calabria, an4 
both of them being surrounded by siedimentaix 

A I 
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SICILY 

strata belonging to an early Tertiary epoch in 
part. The oldest geological formations (triassic 
limestone, gneiss and granite) are to be seen on the 
north coast, and this coast is broken by numerous 
picturesque bays and headlands affording many ex- 
cellent harbours. On or near the same coast rise 
the loftiest mountains in the island after Etna : the 
Pizzo dell' Antenna (6470 ft.), snow-capped for half 
the year, in which are the sources of the Giarretta 
and the Salso, and Monte Salvatore (6255 ^^)» ^° 
the Madonie Mountains ; Monte Sori (6050 ft.), 
in the Monti Nebrodi, and Rocca Busamba (5300 
ft.), to the south of Palermo ; while the series ter- 
minates on the west with the isolated Jurassic 
limeston^ mass of the Monte ' St. Giuliano (2485 
ft.), the Eryx of the ancients. The northern slope 
is rocky and steep ; the south drops to a sloping 
tableland whfch lose^ itself in the marshy plains of 
Mazzara, Sciacca and Girgenti, and is only tteep 
in a few places, drained by broad and shallow 
parallel valleys. The softer secondary rocks have 
been worn down and denuded into a conftwion of 
rounded hills, and only here and there the harder 
strata rise to elevations of 3000 ft. or so, on which 
some ancient mountain stronghold has generally been 
erected. The south coast is moderately steep, and 
is destitute both of natural harbours and promon** 
tories, running in an almost straight line from north- 
west to south-east. This coast was once connected 
with Africa by a tableland, of which the flat Malta 
Islands, the flatter Lampedusa and the iEgadian 
Islands are remains. Bones of elephants and other 
large extinct pachydermata (such as Hippopotamus 
pentlandi^ Elephas meridimalis^ Ekphas antiquus)^ to- 
gether with still existing African types, have been 

2 
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THE NATURAL FEATURES 

found in great qoanttties in the varet of both Sicily 
and.Malti^ ahd prove the sonnectibn with Africa at 
some |>eriod. The separation fcbm the mainlaiid of 
Italy took place during the Tertiary period; when the 
Sooth. Apennine regidn was s|4it op by ^ series of 
hoge fissores radiating from the Tyrfkenian de- 
pression. The Straits of MesKina^hai^e alnk>st 
every whore a depth of 150 fathoms, while the 
channel between Cape Bon and Sooth-Western 
Si(iily (80 miles wide) is generally onder 100 
£rthbms! deep. At various points on the east, west 
and north coasts there tan; signs of a rise in the 
land having taken place within historical times, the 
most recent being at TVapani. The surface lie* 
for the most part moi% than 500 ft, above seit*level. 
The lower, slopes of the northern moontaini form 
one continooo^ seriet of orangeries and olive yard». 
The greater part of the rest of the island is covered' 
with wheat fields. ^! 

The Tolcanic centres which are' scattered ovef 
this portion df xhe< Mediterranean f^om Vesvwios 
hf way of the Lipari Islands^ to Etna and westwatU 
to Pantellacia also have had considerable part in the 
configaratiott of the district/' Etna, the largest of 
these mountains,* is 40,74a ft. high and 92 miles 
in circumference ^ according to some authorities; 
while others give it a: height of 10,868 ft; and an 
area of 400 square miles at the base,! and its^ lava 
streaftis stand out in a line of bolid cliffs and pro* 
montories for a distance of 20 mileg along the 
eastehi coast. It is the only volcano, fori M*ac- 
ddoba only vomits mtid and water, but other 
extinct volcanoes 'ate to the southMvest, and Monte 
Cronib, near Sciiacca, is thought rto be an incipient 
volomo. Most of the rivers tun dry early in the 
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seiaofly and their nanyt'heds {finvtmt) are a vei^ doM* 
tinctive' feature '{iii the- landUcape- t)f SiqMy. f T7ho 
SimetOy the . Flume Salso, the Platani and theBeHo» 
are: the principal perennial ttreams, th^ first 'g# 
which reachei '|he( sea on the eastern coast i and 
the other ihrcd on the so'tthcrn. f ^ 

^^ . The GUi]]iate...hasr oflen been: highly praised^ 
Cioeroy who was a Gcpvernment olfiicial, «ijt' that 
the w^tMhbr. is xlever so- bad.>bnt that the annuls 
seen once on each day. - The winter is tidry mildf- 
especially ori ; the coast^ Gontiniious obsecrations: 
have been made at .Palermo since 1791, and show, 
that the nieant teiApeittture in January is 51^4.'- 
Fahrenheit^ abcitit that' o[\ October in the i sontk 
of En^andy and the thermdmeter scarcely ever sinks 
t/o f^eezingrpoint by day and but rardy: at iiight^ 
though /rbst has occurred for a .few hours on; CTca 
the low-lying .landa. Snow ill seldom seen on the 

/ coast. January is a period of abundai&t^ain^ thongk 
^owei^ may fall froni September to May^^the maxi- 

I muwu generally occurring! in >^Deciomber; The oxV: 

I pbtnation lies, in the geineral coursd of the windsy' 
whic^ blow fix>m the south' andiSthe waormerseal to 
the colder land (fot the . Mckiiteiiraneani ( has . a tism-» 
pemture of about $5° Fahrenheit to a great depth; 
and acts somewhat as a hot^water apparatus on the 
shoiies)^ and carry with, them moisture; which is 
precipitated in the' form of rain., In the stmimer 
the relations of hnd and sea are reversed and the 
winds are m6ie usually from the north,^ blowing 
from the cooler Sea to< the warmer land, and rthece^ 
foccj^not being charged v^rith rain* The rainikli is 
not fnlpre than ^30 in* in the year^ except inrthe 
higher mountains}; during) Jiine^ Jnly-and Aaignstr 
it does not exi:jeed t in. except on the slopes of 
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the mountains: in the north-bist. Evem^in these 
moqths the average temperitore it tatd not to- excseed 
^7\ or, %%° Fahrenheit, but ta the EngHshman the' 
streets .of Paleimo maf be unannfoitablf h6t e^een at 
the. end of Octobcv. It pccaaionally rises to 104'* 
on scifioeco dap in sumoier, but thesB' do 'not occur 
cbk . aaore' than twelve days annually^ they say, a«d 
haJf of thenL fall in the winter iponths. . The draw^ 
bocka^ toirc^mce in the tsbmd are> earthquakes, 
the'ecuptaons.of Eini, and thi^ occasional summer 
Scirocco.< The north««ast coast from Catania' to 

I Messina! is: free from? malaria, as is the ooast ihnn 
Paloma to Termini, bat' it obcvirs at some of the 
higher, levels^ especialiy along ^the lines to Girgenti^ 
wliers>ionQ may see.cthe statichis nvithall the opeti- 
iUgSf covered v^ith* wi^engauze* to ekdude: mosquitoes 
and iiiany ducaly.ptustrees^ assure signof thepre- 
sencey of ma^ia both' in Italy and Sicily^' At 
ljeonl(Mte« > it . is so ' bad that the railway ' employees 
are taken// by social traiii to Castrogiovanni every 
tlight and brought back ag^in ip the •morning, and 
tljue same coursjs i9i%adopted !at some of the stations 
oni^e way to Castdyetrano. . 

The lack ^f trees^iis very noticeable in many 
parts of theislamd^ and only 4' per cent. ,of the area 
iaiaflM^rest^d, including the mountainst^' The cnltivflC- 
tibn )6f the soil . is for the, most ipart , restrict tf> 
wheat/ (it pciculiarly hard variety good fopi macaroni 
but useless for bi-eai)^ with the. addition df some 
beansand jother Jeguihinobs pkats, and) the cesqlt 
is a gricat apparent banrenness as^ soon as: the: crops 
are. reaped, which occW in Jttner The system of 
fHatifibudia/i'. with itst primitive agricttltune, it to 
blame for thaiy to which is'also due the small' yiild 
(onl^'itwelve tinsh^s to an acre as against thirty in 
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Grttit rBriura). The cmployroent of manure b 
vrnknown ! Since most . of the rivers dry Qp in 
the tommer only fruit troei with roots long enough 
to tapt the subterranean moisture can live withcKit 
irrigation. This chief plants cultivated are onxkf^ 
and> other aurandaca?, vines and numcrovsi vege-^ 
ti^es. ^ The oranges: and similar fimits ripen towaids 
the winter. Sialy icontains 10^000^000 orahg^ 
Jbmon and citron tiJees, two^thirds oi the. entire 
number in the kingdiont of Italy. In a gpod yedr 
2^806,000 cases of oranges, and 2^300,000 cases- of 
lemons are exported. . Plantations of valuable friit 
trees cover almost the whok northern and casteili 
coasu from the Gulf of ^Castelionvarey west of 
Palermo, almost to^. -Cape Fassaro, ezoept for the 
treeless plain of Catania^ while the Hyblssan Hilb 
are. i^ shaded by orange groves. The fields are 
enclosed by^ hedges of Indian fig (the Cacim 
<tpuniid)f the firuit of which is a favourite and 
important article Of food among the lower classes 
(they cost about a peniiy a score and will keep till 
April if livrapped in thin paper, ripening in Sep 
tember). The less well^watered spots and the slopes 
of the hills are occupied by groves of olives, almonds 
and oabobs, and by pljpitations of sumachs, etc, Oif 
Mount Etna oranges (chiefly those crossed ^th the 
pomegranate) flourish up to 980 ft above sea^level ; 
for nearly -every: tree < a niche in the Uva has 
been blasted • or y out with the chisel. Olives flourish 
up to a* height of 3000 ft. But the largest areas on 
t^e mountain are occupied by vines, up to 3280 ft. 
high, jespecially on the south and east sides, and 
there are also; many hazel-^-nuts and almond trees; 
The Wine of the Marsala district is thel best-knoWii 
of Sicilian wines, but there b a good deal made 09 
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the eastern side, which is exported from Ripotto, 
now an important port for that trade. 

It is round Palermo, in the celebrated Conca 
d'oro (the golden shell), that the fertility of the soil 
is greatest, and here there are continnoos groves of 
oranges, mandarins, lemons, Japanese nnedlars, ^ 
monds, figs, pomegranates, pstachios, carobs, mul- 
berries and vines* The system of irrigation is very 
elaborate, and certainly dates from Saracenic times^ if 
not still earlier. The springs which well forth fsom 
the base of the limestone mountains are all uti* 
lised ; ordinary wells are made use of; the nori^ or 
water-wheels, which one also sees in Spain, are of 
frequent occurrence, and about a hundred steam- 
engines are employed in pumping the water from 
low levels to the surface. The most famous of the 
springs is the Mar dolce on Monte Griffbne, which 
yields lOO gallons of water per second, and is uti- 
lised for supplying Palermo with water. The 
irrigation has increased the yield of the land twenty- 
fold, and, as may be supposed, springs are a lucrative 
possession — in fact, one which only yields a quart a 
second is worth £120 a year. The value of the 
orange crop has enormously increased with the 
establishment of lines of steamers. The olives are 
principally consumed on the island. There is a 
considerable production of silk. Details are given 
of th^ sulphur trade in the account of Girgenti. 
Bay salt to the amount of some 170,000 tons is mad^ 
in the salt-pans of Trapani and other parts of the 
west coast, where also the tiUnny and sardine fisheries 
employ many people and produce much profit. 

Along the north coast the population is densest, 
averaging 2500 inhabitants to the square mile, 
while on the southern coast there are but 190 to 
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the sfione area, and in the interior 250. The 
eastern coast stands between the two extremes with 
an average of 970. The principal towns of Sicily 
have always been coast towns, as might . be . ex*- 
pected. During the Greek period the east coaat 
^s the most populohs and important (though there 
were also important cities on the south), bat the 
balance shifted to the north when the Arabs con- 
quered Palermo and made it their capital ; and this 
importance remained under the Normans, and has 
contixiaed to the present day. 

The Flora ^ 

Books have been published upon the flora of the 
Madonie Mountains anfi of Etna, but for the general 
traveller accurate and extensive botanical knowledge 
is scarcely necessary, and if he is able to identify the 
floif^ers which he sees growing plentifully round him 
as ^ r^le he requires no more. He may expect to 
^ many of the flo^erf named below in one part of 
the islax^d or finother in the spring or early summer* 
In the autu;nn , other flowers may also be seen, but 
the conditions imppsed by jthe climate cause many 
bulbous'plants whijch in England we expect to find 
flowering in the spring to start into growth with 
^ first autumnal rgins, so that (for instance) near 
Syracuse jgr^pc; hyacinths, squills and a small nai:cissus 
like a mijaiature pheasant's eye may be gathered at 
tjbe end of Qctober, and in other places si^milar 
apparent anomalies occur. 

One of theioost conspicuous, flowers is the,giai;it 
spurge, growing in favourable situations to a hejght 

' 1 1 am here much indebted to the copious list of flowcSrs 
given by Mr. Douglas Sladen in his great book, /n Sitily, 
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of 8 ft^ with a stalk at thick as a man's ann^ and 
throwing out branches enough to give shelter, with 
large loose panides of yellowish flowers, or rather 
1[>rfictt : a smaller form has them of a brilliant yellow 
tinged with red. Broon^ resthanrow, thyme and 
asphodel, pinks^ and blue and white lupins are 
everywhere, and so are grape hyacinths, vetches of 
various colours, crimson, yellow and striped, and 
marigolds. ! irises^ orpine, bugloss, mallows and 
cranes' bills, daisies of different kinds, a large $age with 
dusters of lemon-coloured flowers, and wild gladi^ 
olus of a rosy crimson may be seen* Fennel, genista 
ill tall hedg^ and thickets, stocks growing in great 
biishes upon the housetops, anemones like Japanese 
anemones .but paler, or of a deeper violet, and a 
low-growing variety, white, pink, deep crimson or 
violet. , Cyclamens too, wild tares^ purple or blue^ 
and blue and. white, pea vetches, white, pink and 
white, li)ac and white^ and lilac and puce, deep 
crimson, and pale lemon and white. Wild oleanders 
grow by the streams, wild garlic in plenty and 
flowering' rushes. The wild pear makes a pyramid 
^ bloom, the wild artichoke and the acanthus mollis 
cover much ground with their splendid foliage, and 
in shady damp places jthe maidenhair and cet^ach 
lurk.. Candytuft grows in masses, the delicate caper 
p^aift, the. pQnnypiece with tall whitish plumes, 
borage with Ifvrge flowers the size of halfpennies, and 
inarguerites of huge size with innumerable blossoms. 
The ." bfcarjd of Jove," so called from the golden 
cplour of its leaves in autumn^ but also known as 
^' pig's face," with' its fleshy leaves and bright magenta 
flowers^ is plentiful at Syracuse ; wild mint, horse 
mint and. i'PQp$>ermint yield their fragrance when 
crushed, ajid the crannies of the walls of Eufyalus 
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arc filled with the pale yellow flowers of the rue, 
set off by its delicate glaucous foliage, with various- 
coloured vetches and tares, while from the turf 
spring the deep pink anemone and the asphodel, 
which has a tuft of flat leaves something like an 
iris, from the midst of which springs a branched 
stem 2 to 4 ft. high crowned with fragrant 
pink blossoms shaped like those of a gladiolus and 
veined at the back with a darker colour. Blue 
germander and a small purple campanula lie low on 
the ground with the birds' foot trefoil and yellow 
cistus. Canterbury bells and light green mignonette^ 
poppies and wild snapdragon stand erect, and the 
pink convolvulus trails over everything. Vermouth 
bushes and rosemary 4 or 5 ft. high' show silvery 
as the breeze passes over them, the little blue Greek 
iris pleases with delicate form and colour, the 
Adonis, flax, and red and white bladder-campion 
look homelike, and the wild onion stands sturdily 
like a small yucca. Elsewhere the crimson mallow, 
buttercups, kingcups and dandelion look festal, and 
fi^ols' parsley, red and white ftimitory,- thistles of 
many kinds, clovers, white and yellow colewort, 
feverfew, and the peach-coloured wild stock and a 
large magenta-coloured kind brighten the roadside, 
while among the grass bee and spider orchids may 
be espied and the helibane and evil-scented lords 
and ladies avoided. Crimson sainfoin, blue and red 
pimpernels, bulrushes and yellow iris, a pink orchid, 
com marigold, the lesser celandine and the scarlet 
anemone, known in the Holy Land as Solomon's 
lily, make the fields brilliant. Geranium hedges 
sometimes border the railway line, and one may see 
torch cactus, plumbago, bignonia and other green- 
house plants hanging over the walls by the wayside. 
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Of trees majr be mentioned the stone pine, coral tree, 
Judas tree, paulownia, mulberry, olive and almond, 
palms, bananas, figs and pears wild and cultivated, 
pepper tr^s, apples, tamarisk, daturas^ and the orange 
trifa«, vines of course, bamboos and arundo donax, 
which is grown for its strong reedy shoots used for 
vine poles. The cypress is more seldom seen than 
in Itdiy. 

This does not by any means exhaust the list of 
Sicilian plants, but gives some of the most promi- 
nent of the flov^ers and trees. The orders most 
al>tindantly represented are the Comp^sit^y Cruet- 
ftray Labtaut^ Caryopkylkceice^ Scropkulariace^ and 
Roiocea, The olive must have been introduced 
very early^ The cn^nge tribe, agave and prickly 
pear, is well as other characteristic plants, have been 
added ■ since - the beginning of the Christian era. 
Thiee zones may be distinguished. First, up to 
1660 ft above sea^level — the upper limit of the 
orange tribe ; second, to 3500 ft., the limit of the 
growth of wiieat, the vine and hardier evergreens ; 
third, that of forests, which consists principally of 
oak on the higher dopes, with which are associated 
many of the firnit trees of Northern Europe and 
chestnuts on Etna and the Madonie. The plants 
and trees which thrive on the driest soil are the 
deep-rooted sumach, the opuntia and agave already 
mentioned, th& date palm, the plantain, various 
bambo€>s, cycads, and the dwarf palm, which grovfrs 
in some parts of Sicily more profusely than any- 
where else and yields almost the only important 
vegetable product in the barren south-^western region. 
The drought makes n^ize an impossible crop. In 
^rihgibeant ibrm the chief food of the entire 
population. 
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HlSTORltAL SiCKTCri ''' 

The history of the island has been tumiiiiurised i^ 
encyclopaedic articles more than ott^^ and litii^ im- 
possible here to do more than present the mei-eit 
skeleton of its general course : it seems therefore 
best to lay stress upon the more tromanti^ and 
heroic periods, and pass the intervening times by 
with relative neglect. . , .. 

The Siculiy ficom whom the island t»lu» its mmne^ 
occupied a great part of the island east c£ the rimer 
Gela .very early. They appear also in Italy in the 
south, as is evidenced by the similarity of the burial 
customs in the two localities, and. .tradition spoke of 
them as having in. earlier days occupied a hurge tract 
in Latium and elsewhere in Central Itily. It, may 
be mentioned that near Teramo there ds a valley still 
called Valle Siciliana. They are believed ta have 
crossed the Straits of Messina about three hunditd 
years before the beginning of the Greek settlements, 
about the nth century b.c. They. found in tk^ 
island a people called Sicani, whOm the ancient 
writers affirm to have been akin. to the Iberiansi 
These also appear with the Ligurians among the 
early inhabitants of Italy in 'the traditions followed 
by Virgil in . the composition, of the ^nmdi' The 
Siculi spoke a language which approachbd Latin in 
ibrm, as is |»:oved by ^veral woixls which, were in 
use in Sicilian Greek 2; the system of weights and 
measures which th|ey used is also quite nnlike any^ 
thing in ancient Greece^ 

Cavailari thinks that the Sicanians^ came irpm 
Africa. From Cape Bon they crossed : to Pantel- 
laria and constructed : the castle ^ere, which . it 
made of stones untouched by chisel, and *the.SBpuU 
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chral monumeiits of Sesi near Cape Framm. In all 
other Cyclopean or Pelasgic walk in Sicily, in Italy 
or in Greece, tignl ar^visible of artificial work in the 
joining of the several pieces. At Eryz he found 
marks of the chisel. Even the Nuraghi of Sardinia 
appear more dvilised than the walls at Pantellaria. 
According to Eosebins, Minos died in Sicily 1 205 
B.c;^ that is 'to say, sixty years before the Sicttli caoM 
to dke island^ according to Brunet de Pre^e ; Holm 
says that the Elimi came to 'Sicily &tt years earlier. 
Bnt it is certain? that the Greeks found in Sicily 
Sicanians, Siculans, Elitni and Phoenicians. Holm 
saya that the building at CefalCi is Phoenician and 
that '£ryx 'and Segestft are Cyclopean, as well as an 
ancient city on the hill Cassaro above Castronoro 
which is like them ; and Cavalldii agrees, but says that 
Mozia^ C|efdt£i and Collesano are Phoenician, Eryx, 
Segiesta and Caitronoro Elimean, and that th^ like- 
ness of the walls and modes of building show the 
eokmnon origin 'of the races. ' As re^rds the pre- 
historic tdmbs, he sayS that the differences in them 
and their contents show that the races who inhabited 
^e eastern and the western pdrts of the island were 
not in the same stage of derelopment, and therefore 
difierent races. 

On the other hand, other Sicilian archaeologists 
hold that it was from Latifam that Sicily was peopled, 
and "adduce, the similarity of wbrds and sounds such 
as the ' favourite Sicilian final ** u " with ancient 
Campanian ' and Etruscan n^mes — such as Custru- 
meriii, : Camerii^, Vulturnil, Vulcii, Tusculti, etc. 
Italy ksetf isicaUed^in the Oscan tongue Viteliil and 
i»tJ)firSamntt& ItaUii, a name found on money stmck 
during the social w^ur. It Wookl* be equally easy fijr 
thimtg^tion to take place either w^, but the system 
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of weights and measures and the Latiii*like words in 
Sicilian Greek already mentioned throw ihcr balaiice 
of probability to the aide of the Etruscan origin of 
the early inhabitants of the island. 

When Greek history begins the Sicani were living 
in villages on hilltops, and for the most paft in^the 
western part of the island ; the Siculi had hill forts 
also, but occupied some parts of the coast with their 
settlements as welL They had neither common 
king nor federation. In the north-west comer an* 
other race was established, the Elymoi, who claimed 
to be partly Trojan and partly Gfcek,.btit who arc 
classed as barbarians by Thucydidea. Their chief 
towns were Eryx and Segesta. The Phoemcians 
also had trading poru in the western pact of the 
island, of which Motye, an island off Marsala, 
Palermo (apparently) and Solunto were the prindpaL 
The Greek settkrs were known as Sikeliots. The 
legend that a native Siculan prince led the Greek 
settlers to the foundation of Megara perhaps typifies 
the subjection of the Siculi to the Greeks as cuM^ 
vators of the «oil. 

The early political constitution of the colonics 
was aristocratic : the franchise' was confined to the 
descendants of the original settlers. Civil dissensions 
caused by the demands of those without votes to be 
allowed to share in the government soon led to thd 
rise of tyrants, of whoin the first and most famous 
was Phalaris of Akragas. Under his rule that city 
at once took the first place in Sicily, and he ruled 
over Himera as well as Akragas. This, time of 
general prosperity was also a time of intellectual 
progress, and law-givers, poets, architects and sculptors 
appeared and found employment. 

A change is apparent at the beginning of the JtU 
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century b«c. Carthage became the strongest Phoe- 
nician power of the Western Mediterranean, and her 
growing power was dangerous to the divided Sike- 
Hots. In consequence tyrannies began to group 
several cities together, increasing power at the expense 
of freedom. The greatest of the Sikeliot powers 
took its rise at Gela in 505 b.c, and was transferred 
to Syracuse in 485 b.c. by Gelon, He was the 
champion of Hellas against the barbarian, as were 
many of the tyrants in their time. The great 
invasion of 480 B.a was planned by the powers of 
the East and West in co-operation ; Penia attacked 
Greece at the same time that Sicily was threatened 
by Carthage. The great battle of Himera was even 
said to have been won by Gelon and Theron on 
the same day s^ the batde of Salamis, and the victors 
were coupled as joint-deliverers of Hellas by the 
historians. When Hiero I^, the successor of Gelon^ 
was succeeded in his turn by his brother Thrasybulus, 
a combined insurrection of Greeks and Sikeliots se-* 
cured the freedom of Syracuse, and the Greek cities 
continued as they had been before tliQ tyrannies, 
except that the constitution was democratic instead 
of aristocratic. Thq mercenaries who had been 
made citizens were safely settled at Messana, far 
firom Syracuse. At this time Ducetius attempted to 
weld the Siculi into a people, with some approach 
to success. He left the hilltops and founding cities 
on the plain and the searshore grew in power till 
Akragas was obliged to ask the help of Syracuse to 
withstand him. In 451 b.c. Syracuse got the betto; 
of him, but spared him and sent him to Corinth to 
be safely out of the way, but he returned, and it was 
only his death in 440 b.c. which stayed the execu- 
tion of still greater plans. 
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The ifltcrfcrence of Athens in Sicilian afl^irt 
began in 427 B.C., when Gorgias obtained help for 
Leontinoi on the ground of kinship ; but the great 
expedition against Syracuse at the request of Segesta 
took place in 415^415 b.c. In this war Ath«n» 
found no active Sicilian suppcHt eicept ftom Naxot 
and Catana, Akragas remaining neutral. Syracusd 
was saved by the zeal of Corinth, her mother city, 
which stirred up the Peloponnesian rivals of Athens 
to help her. Gylippus came ; the second Athenian 
fleet came and perished ; and after this the'imitttfll 
influence of Sicily and Greece was greater than 
before. In 405 b.c. Dionysios I. began his reign. 
Shortly after the Carthaginians under Himilkon 
attacked Gela ahd Camarina ; EKonysios was deffeated 
when he went to help the former, and was therefore 
eharged with treachery ! He sheltered the inhabit- 
ants of both towns in Syracuse, however, and plague 
breaking out and attacking Himilkon's army he mad« 
peace. By this peace more than half Sicily was left 
in the hands of the Carthaginians, Leontinoi became 
independent, as did Messanii and the Siculi, and 
Dionysios was acknowledged as master of Syracuse. 
Under him Sicily became for the first time the seat 
of a great European power, while Syracuse as its 
head became the greatest of European cities. The 
wider range of Greek warfare, policy and domihion 
which was covered by the Macedonian kings began 
with him, as well as the employment of larger ships, 
of more effective siege engines and of that combina- 
tion of troops of various arms and nationalities which 
was carried to perfection by Alexander. Hit son 
Dionysios II. succeeded him in 367 b.c, but fell on 
the Return of Dion ten years later, whose career 
lasted three years. Ten years later still, Timokon 
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terminated a period of confusion during which 
Syracuse itself was occupied in part by various 
tyrantSy Dionysios holding Ortygia. He restored 
Sicily to j&eedo^l and Greek life and defended the 
cities against Carthage. Other Greek pretenders 
followed, h\Lt the glory of Agathocles eclipsed thsl 
of all who had gone before. He began his reign 
(for he wa? the first Sicilian ruler, to use the title of 
" King " on his coins) in 317 b.c. with treachery 
and massac|?e. For three yeaars he fought in Africa 
against Carthage while Hamilcar pressed Syracuse 
hard. Akragas thought both sides weakened by the 
struggle and proclaimed freedom fpr the Sicilian 
citiea lender her own headship. Agathocles returned 
to Sicily and had some successes, but returned to 
Africa, wl^ere fortune, deserted him, and he came 
))ack almost alonc;< Yet this was the time when he 
desttrqyed Segesta. He died in 289 B.C., poisoned, 
6Qme said,^ by his grandson. Phintias now became 
great in Akragas, and founded the city called after 
him at the mouth of the southern Himera. His 
dislviQded Campanian merce;iaries took Messana in 
zSz B.a, slew the men, took the women as wivea^ 
and proclaimed themselves a new people in a new 
city by the name of Mamertines, children of 
.gamers or Mars* Mcjssana thus became an Italian 
town,. Pyrrhus came as the <:hampion of Western 
.Greeks against all barbarians, whether Romans in 
ItJjly or Carthaginians in Sicily. He claimed to be 
King of Sicily by virtue of his relationship to 
Agatl^ocles, whose daughter he had married. Eryx 
was taken from the Phcenicians ; Panormos became 
for ^hc first time a city of Europe, and Lilybseum 
and Messana weire all that were left in barbarian 
hands. When he left Sicily he said it should be 
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at wrestling-ground for the Romans and Cartha- 
ginians. 

Hiero II. of Syracuse was a king and not a tyrant. 
In 263 B.C. he forsook the Carthaginian alliance 
with a wise prescience and joined Rome, exchanging 
independence for safety. Within his kingdom he 
was firee, and his dominions were more prosp^oos 
than any part of Sicily had been since the time of 
Timoleon. The First Funic War {264-241 b.c.) 
was fought in and around Sicily, with great damage 
to most of the towns, which were taken and retaken. 
At the end of it the part which had belonged to 
Carthage became the first Roman province, at the 
part which retained a national GttdL goremment 
had become the first kingdom dependent upon Rome. 
Messana, '^ Mamertina civitas," remained an Italian 
ally of Rome on Sicilian soil, and 170 years later 
Panormos, Segesta, Centuripa, Halesa and Halikye 
also kept the position of free cities ; the rest paid 
tithe to the Roman people as landlord, and the 
province was ruled by a praetor. On the death o£ 
Hiero in 215 b.c., his dynasty was swept away by 
the last revolution of Greek Syi^acuse. This was 
followed by a revolt against Rome and the great 
siege by Marcellus ; the taking of the city and the 
addition of Hiero's kingdom to the Roman province 
were the result of the revolt. Two towns only, which 
had taken the Roman side, were admitted to the full 
privileges of Roman alliance, Tauromenium and Netos. 

The wars of Rome and the systematic piracy and 
kidnapping which followed them filled the countries 
bordering on the Mediterranean with slaves of all 
nations, among which Sicily stood pre-emin^tit in 
the matter of the slave gangs which tilled the large 
estates both of Roman settlers and native landowners. 

18 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



HISTORICAL SKETCH 

Tht fVte population gradually died out in conte- 
^nencc^ The slaves were treated scandalously and 
even encouraged to rob by their matters ! The iand 
was ftiU of disorder and the pnetors shrank from 
enfbrcing the law against offenders, who might be 
their own Judges^ being Roman knights as was t>ften 
the case. Revolt was the consequence, the slaves, 
strengthened by the poor remains of the freemen-^ 
men used to freedom and to arms and many c^them 
Sicilian pirates^-^occupied the whole land except the 
great cities. They chose kings who combined lor 
the public good, submiuing one to the other, and 
founded a capital. They formed armies and were 
only subdued by efforts on the same scale as the 
conqttiBBt of a kingdom. The fint slave war lasted 
from 135*132. B.C., the second i ox-99 ,b.c They 
were suppressed with absolute disregard for life. 
Thus at Tauromeniiim 800 men, the remains of 
the slave garrison, were driven over the cliff and 
slaiti to a man. The prosperity of the island was 
now declining, and the administration of Verres 
(73^70 B.C.), with its scandalous rapacity, dealt it a 
severe and lasting blow. Pompey was master of 
Sicily fbr six yeaiB^ and Strabo attributes the decline 
of several cities to this cause. Augustus planted 
colonies at Syracuse, Tauromenium, Thecmae, Tyn- 
d»ris and Catania to repair the damage and.Anton- 
ine bestbwed the name dff '^ Roman " on all Roman 
allies and subjects. 

In 429-477 A.D. Gaisoric ruled at Carthage with 
hts; VandalV and con<^ered Sicily among other 
Islands, arranging with Odoacer for a tribute to be 
paid'fbr it by the Goths. The long resistance bf 
Panormus in 440 ajd. perhaps saved Rome itself 
from conquest by them. In 535 a. d. it was 
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recovered by Bdisarlus for the Empire* He jtdok 
Panormos by means of platforms ^long to tjietops 
of the masts of the ships^from which archem raised 
missiles on the defbnden, for the walls weit^to low 
that the ships' masts were above them» 
' Paganism lingered Umg in Sicily. Though the 
sanguinary edicts of Theodosina increased the number 
of proselytes and the last temples were closed, there 
wefe still towards theiend of then6th century ;reniain8 
of paganism, and the letters of St, Gregory speak of 
idolaters whom the Bishop of Tvndaris was to try ,to 
convert, and of pagan slaves bought by the Jews tof 
Catania to initiate in their sedt J The slov/ conversion 
of the country people is alsoi mentioned elepressly in 
the panegyric on St Pancras< written in; the. 9th 
century. Under the. Byzantitie Emperors the taxes 
were enofmops and insupportable. At the end of 
the 6th century, in Corsica 1 the Exchequer .obli|[^ 
debtors to sell their children ! In Sardinia a tax wSas 
put upon baj^tism, and in Sicily^ a subaltern t)fficial 
seized possessions as he .chose, and St. Gregory says 
that it would rjsquire h vohune to desf^ibe all the 
iniquities which h^ has known them cbnlimit. v^ The 
^govemnaent of the.Goths^ which was. no doubt 
remembered and contrasted iwith this oppression, ^as 
very difierent. A few letters of the periodrstill eitist, 
written ■ by Cassiodorus for Athalaric, which have 
been translated by Mr. Hodgktn.. i quote a lew 
sentences : — ' 

f' Besides tihis, if any one have to complain of 
oppression on the part of the governors' of the prti- 
vince, let him seek at oncd a remedy from ouir 
Piety." "You (Gildias, Count. of ^raoitfe) ane • 
said to haVe extorted large sums from them on pre- 
tence of rebuilding the walls^ which yoo have not 
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done. Eithler repay them the money or bntld Uf> 
their walls/' l^Yoii are said to be oppressing the 
soit(»s in the courts with griefous charges, so tkat 
yoa make litigation utterly miaous to thoae Wha 
ondevtake it." ''It is «aid that youicite causes btfr; 
tweea^two Romans, even a^nst /^eir will, before 
yoctr tribunal. If you are conaciou3 that this haa 
been done by you, do not so presume in future." 
'.'You, of all men^ ought to be mindfiil of thie 
e<iictinn, tinoe yon inattt on its being foltowed by 
others. If not, if this rule is not observed by yoil, 
yomr whole power of decreeing shidl be taken from^ 
fow.*' '^The trtie praise of the Goths is their law-, 
abidisgnesl ' The more seldom:. the. litigant is seen 
in your presence the greater is your n^nown." " You 
are aka accused of insisting oil buying the cargoes 
of vessels that come to the port at your owa price — 
a^ practice the Very m^picioii of which is injurious 
to an official, even if it caniiot be ^voved against 
himri in fiict.'^ '^ Whcneforc ■ we have thought it 
proper to warn your sublimity by these presents^ 
since wc do i not like, those, whom we love to b^ 
guilty of excess, nor to hear ^vil reports of those 
who are charged with reforming 4he morals of 
others." It is no wonder that having such good 
government to look back to the Sicilians should 
groan' under the oppression of Byzanti\im, and offer, 
but a poor resistance to the Sarac^h* invasion, being 
indeed quite ready to be converted, and escape ijato 
compahltive freedom. 

The. conquest by the Saracens (" Sarach," ancient 
Arabic for "East," but also meaning "thief") 
commenced in ithe' early years of the 9l;h:icentui:y, 
the first raid being between Bit and- 827., A 
chroniclfer who lived 150 years later gives the 
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flowing accoanc 3 '* A ceitlin little Gretk, wko 
ruled in Sicily, mortally offended Eupheihius, a very 
rick Sicilian. Corrupted by money the prefect 
violently took away from Kim : his betrotkcd 
Omonisa, a girl of rarb beauty, tb give her to the 
arms of a rival (she was a nun according ta another 
account). Euphemius, seeking vengeance, «m< 
barked with his servants for Africa ; he wetit and 
offered the lordship of Italy to that barbarian. king; 
who, loading; him with gi^ sent him back to the 
island with an army. The injured lover entered 
by force of arms into Catania and killed many 
people, among others the prefect..'^' Others asstgn 
political reasons for the conquest. Whether the 
story be true or not, it seems pfetty certain that 
Euphemius or Euthymios of Syracuse revolted 
against Michael the Stammdrer, being supported by 
his own citizens, and when defeated by an imperial 
army called in the Aglabite prince of Kairawin^ 
Ziyadet Allah, offering to hold the island f<n himl 
The leader of the' Arabs was Abu-Abd-AUahiAsed* 
ibn * Fordt - ibn - Sin^n, called Cadi-n Emir by his 
prin<ie, and a learned doctor of the law, who though 
a' 'man of peace faced the foe with courage and 
equanimity. The army consisted of the flower of 
the Mussulman warriors of Africa, Spanish refugees 
and Persians, to the number of 10,000 and 700 
horse. They filled from 70 to 100 ships. The 
landing took place at Lilybseum> the nam« of 
which was then changed to Marset AUah, and 
af^er defeating a Greek army with great slaughter 
they finally destroyed Selinunt and Segesta, seized 
Monte Bom^ito and built a castle there, the parent 
of the future Alcamo, and besieged Syracuse un* 
successfolly. Great reinforcements arrived in 830 
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A.D. After a defence of a year, in the course of 
which the number of citizens was reduced from 
70,000 to 3000, by. various causes Palermo was 
taken in 831, and the population of the territory 
was reduced to slavery. This was the beginning of 
the occupation of the island, and money was coined 
by the regent with his name and that of the prince 
of Africa. , Conquest then proceeded along the 
south-west coast as &r as Noto, but the struggle 
lasted for 1 38 years, and it was not until 965 a.d. 
that Rometta, the last Christian stronghold in the 
mountains behind Messina, was taken. Under the 
Saracens the island was divided into three vaMs, and 
the names continued in use after their time-i-the 
Val di Mazzara, which answered roughly to thp 
ancient Carthaginian possessions ; Val di Noto, in the 
south-east ; and Val Demone, in the north-ealt. 
Palermo wa3 the capital however. Christianity and 
the Greek tongue never wholly died out ; churches 
and monasteries received and held property, and there 
were still saints and men of learning. The Saracen 
domination lasted for 243 years. During that tiuie 
the people became strong and prosperous, the immi- 
gration brought in new blood and new processes 
of agriculture and commerce. The introduction of 
silkworms and of the mulberry is due to them ; of 
new kinds of olive, of sugar-cane and other useful 
pbnts which are native to the valleys of Yemen and 
the Euphrates. Among the trade products were 
corn, barley, oil, wine, sugar, honey, salt, pistachio^ 
nuts, almonds, dried fruits, silk, lava, metals, marbles 
and precious stones ; and sheep and cattle, horse» 
and mules were raised in great quantities for sale in 
Italy and Spain; The Arabs were very clever at 
preserving fish by salting and in other ways, and 
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there was an active market in slaves of both sexes, 
especially for the harems of the rich. Poetry, music, 
mathematics, astronomy, medicine, the physical 
sciences and geography were much cultivated by the 
Saracens, whose system of numeration rieplaced the 
cumbrous antique system and is still in use» 

On the other hand, though the subject Christians 
were not severely taxed, the police regulations were 
onerous and shameful. They were forbidden to 
carry arms, to ride on horseback, to ptit saddles on 
their asses or mules, to build houses higher or as 
high as those of the Mussulman, and even to use 
seals with Arabic inscriptions. They Were pro- 
hibited from drinking wine in public, from accom- 
panying corpses to the tomb with pomp and weeping, 
and their women might not enter the public baths 
when Mussulman women were there, nor remain if 
they came in. And so that they might laever forget 
their inferiority, they had to have a mark on the 
doors of their houses, and one on their clothes, tio 
use turbans of another fashion or colour, and above 
all, to wear a girdle of leather or wool. In the 
street they had to give way to the Mussulman; and 
to rise when a man of the conquering race came in 
or went out. The tolerance shown in religiotis 
matters was great however. Though it was forbidden 
to construct new churches or monasteries, the repair 
of those already existing was allowed, and churches 
could inherit property. The exercise of religioiis 
rites was very free both in churches and ixoiises, only 
they were forbidden to show the cross in public, to 
read the Gospel so loud that it could be heard outside, 
to talk about the Messiah with Mussulmans^ and to 
ring bells or rattles fUriously. They were not to 
meddle < with them at all in matters of dogma^ 
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worship or ditcipline, and Christians of every sect 
wtrc protected in the tame way. The Jews were 
subject to the same laws,' which were n6t alway^ 
rigorously enforced. The Christians had their own 
magistrjates and corporations of crifls, and fines 
levied tipoti them were paid by their associations, 
of which Mussulmans were forbidden to bedoMe 
members. Slaves in Sicily under the Mussulman 
rule were better off than the Italian populations o^ 
the maixiUnd under the Lombiurds and Franks. 

Thc' Norman invasion began somewhat in the 
same manner as the Saracen. Ill September, 1060, 
Roger Guiscdrd had made a raid upon Messina. 
Tftking with him 200 horse he crossed the straits 
and entered the port near the city walls, 't'he 
Mussulmans came out in a rage, insulted by the 
coming of so small a trdop. Roger fled at foil 
speed to draw them i^to the op^n country, then 
turned and attacked the scattered squadron, defeated 
and followed it to the port, killing the laggards, 
and taking horses, arms and robes lefl on the road, 
re-embarked quickly and returned to Reggio. The 
next year a certain Ibn-Thimna came to Mileto to 
Roger saying that the Mussulmans were divide by 
qtcarrels, that he had many partisiins and that 
soldiers and castles remained obedient to him, and 
offering to asskt to put him in possession of the 
island, and R&bert and Roger mside a treaty with 
him, taking his soh as hostage. The-'attack failed, and 
the Normans got back to Regg^o with considerable 
loss. But the next month they determined to make 
another attempt, and Robert and Roger themselves 
went in two fast galleys to reconnoitre. The fdtce 
consisted of 1000 horse and 1000 foot, and th* 
preliminaries to the expedition are interesting as 
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showing the frame of mind in which the Normam 
set about their filibustering. Every man of the 
host solemnly confessed and communicated ; the two 
brothers Guiscard vowed to lead lives more than 
ever religious and exemplary if they ever conquered 
Sicily : ** with great fervour they implored the 
Divine assistance". The first detachment was of 
270 men, who, with Roger as leader, landed at 
Tre Mestieri) six miles to the south of Messina, 
by night The ships were sent back to Reggio 
for reinforcements. At dawn Roger rode towards 
Messina, when he encountered a kaid who was 
going to take command of the city, with an escort 
oi thirty men-at-arms and a convoy of mules ladien 
with money. These being robbed and killed by 
the Normans, they advanced on Messina^ the ships 
being near with another lyo men. The Messenians 
supposing that the whole Norman army had suc- 
ceeded in crossing in fpite of their fleet, took flight 
in panic. After dividing the women, slaves and 
property, Roger sent the keys of the city across to 
his brother Robert, calling on him. to come and take 
possession of the city. 

The rapid success of the invasiofir is to be ex* 
plained by three causes : the assistance of Ibn- 
Thimna and his contingent of Mussulmans, the re- 
ligious surdour and cupidity of the Normans, and their 
discipline and strong armour. According to an in- 
scription in the Cathedral of Pisa the Pisans helped 
in the conquest of Palermo in 1071. In 1090 
Noto, the last town belonging to the Saracens, was 
taken. The exciting incidents of the war are 
numerous, and Malaterra's contemporary account 
reads like a fairy tale. For example, at the .siege 
of Palermo the Palermitans often left the gates open, 
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<' tnd it Itappened that a tenribte Mussulman knight, 
retttmiii^. into the oicy after having killed several 
Normani, stood £Qt a little under the ^irch turning 
hit fiice to ' the enemy disdainfaUy, wh,en a young 
warrior, scion 'ofithe house of Hautievilley shamed 
by his menacing look, spurred against him , and 
struck him/ thro«^ with his Unce. fiut the gate 
being: shut behind ^im, without yvraiting 4 moment 
h^ spurred his horse desperaiely against the Mussul- 
mana who were shooting arrows at him> and who 
gave back and let him get out at iakiother g^^te, so 
thfeit he fcjoined his firiends^ who were bewailing him 
«• dead." On :one occMion ,700 Normans discom- 
fited an army of < j,ooo Mussulmans, kiHiug lo,OQO 
of them. St, George appears and leads the Nor** 
mans to victory, and on that occasion S^rlo, nephew 
of Roger, conquers. jo,ooo Ar^, attafckh^ them 
with only loo knightsl In a. sortie from Troina^ 
besieged by Greeb and Saraceaa, Roger ivias sur* 
rounded by the. enemy. His bprse fell dead be- 
tween his knees^ He. succeeded in giatt jng his limbs 
free, and with sweeps of- his deadly sword built a 
rampart of dead around /him. Then taking the 
saddle from the dead horse he returned unmolested 
to the city with it on his back* 

Having conquered the island, Roger, with great 
poliucal wisdom set to work to make it prosperous. 
Till the end of the I zth ceptury Sicily was the one 
country in which mten of different creeds and 
toilgues could live side by side eaph in his own 
way. All religions were tolerated. While he 
made great concessions to th^ clergy, the Mussul* 
mani, scattered everywher-e, masters of the industry 
and commerce of Uie country, enjoyed the fullest 
liberty of belief and worship, as did the Jews also. 
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By the side* of the mew basilicas mosques and 
sytiagogties remained, a sihgtdar and rare tokration 
ill mediaeval times. Bf way of separating from the 
Eastern Em^re as fiiWy as possible he placed Sicily 
mider the spiritual authority of the Pope, but kept 
in hii own- hands the ifight of creating dioceses, of 
electing bishops s(nd iettltng eocitsiastical contro- 
yersieSy ahd indeed obtained fVoim Urb^n IL the 
recognition of that right by the Tcohferring of the 
perpetual Apodtolic Legateship, the exeroise of wJxfch 
he enjoyed tin Ms desidi. 

Tlw Arjib modes of finance wei'e retained, th« 
taxes, the expenditure and the ancient pmotices 
changed little or ndtttt all: In his new aristocracy 
he found a hold upon the country, and in the 
country he found the means of opposing it if neces- 
sary. Frdm one side the nobles, petsseaiors of vilssalt 
and lands, when called' on motm^ed and came imo 
the field ; ffom the other the population' wHich was 
not subject to feudal domination, reserved under 
the direct jtirisdiction of the count, akd when 
required was obliged to arm itself' and fbrriish con« 
tingents, as well as the Arab^ from amongst whom 
the house of Haut^ville early recruited a paid militia 
for itself. Each race and people was govelmed 
according t6 its own laws and custom&^fbr the 
Normans the French statutes, the Koran for the 
Mussulmans, the Lombard laws fbr the men who 
had fblloWed from Apulia md Italy, and for the 
natives the remains of Roman law. In all public 
acts and notices three languages were used, Latin, 
Gre6k and Arabic, but the official language spoken 
by Roger aiid his Norman magnates was French. • 

The authority of the prince -Was very full, moder- 
ated solely (a% his pleasure) by a paiiiament com- 
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peiedof ooniitay barons and prelates called together 
by kianeUt In the greater ^^iti^ an offidal (Baiuolp) 
ruled, for bim ; ebevrbere the citizens, ruled them- 
selves by municipal regulations^ fsxcepting always 
the subjection to the sovereign. In the provinces 
the toyii authority was represented by other officials 
;(Giastizieri9 CamerisMrii), an^ong whom the judicial 
and fiscal offices were divided, and they were often 
selected &om among the greater feudatoriei. Above 
these waa-the ♦'MagUA Q^W constituted of, the 
ChieJ^Justice and three judges ; and above this a 
supreme council, presi^db^ over by the . king and 
composed of seven great St;ate o^cials— ^the Grand 
donstaUe (for the; soldiery ), the Grand Admiral, 
Ithc Grand Chancellor (k^per o£ the ji«^), the Grand 
Justice, the Grand Chamberlain (for the treasury), 
the Grand. Protonotary , (head of the royal secre- 
tarks), And the Grand Marshal (superintendent of 
the royal household). 

. Setting the Church aside^'the^e were then in Sicify 
three Qfders /jof feudal lords (coupts, barons and 
knights) and three, orders of the cpmmon peofde 
^(burghers or free citizens^ rustics or free cultiMatoiw, 
and, villeins or si^ives. attach^ to the. land). The 
Mi^sajma^i were divided amo|ig. the. latter. The 
.NomiaQlaWf, were principally in^nded to. reii^. in 
jfhe fint class delicately^ above alln aiming ^t .making 
justice sure, liberating it from the arbitraripess and 
pcef udices lyhich affected it^ and .^tuproducing order 
in fiscal matters^ For the lower ^lasjses there was 
not much consideration ; , the^ b9rgher was worth 
scarcely half as mwph.as the kpight^ one-erghth ctf the 
VAlue of / a, , count,:; a . q^aiter of that of a. barotn, 
the rustic half I the. burgher,. and the villein > of po 
value at alU The ^ower of the soldiery oflaiod and 
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sea was, as was right, the gronp bf conc^eroit and 
other adventurers and mercenaries Mrho came from 
the continent ; but some bands of Mussalmaiis were 
also included, though separately organised. In 
course of time, as the accidents of war reduced the 
original aristocracy, the militia increased in valour and 
repute, and rose to high office both in the army and 
navy. Never before Norman times Or after them 
was the island so united and independent. Some 
of the ancient tyrants had ruled out of Sicily, none 
had ruled over all Sicily. The Normans held the 
island as the centre of a dominion which stretched 
far beyond it; and it was the most brilliant of 
European kingdoms as long as the liberal principlcis 
which the first Roger a<5ted upon were followed 
by his successors. His son Rogers took the title of 
king in 1 1 30. ' At this time the King of Sicily was 
equal to the first monarchs of Europe in tefritory 
and military power, and was richer than them all 
Roger II. relied very much Updn his Mussulman 
subjects, and the court and governttient were full 
of them. The contrasts were most istriking. Roger 
as Apoistolic Legate assisted at the sacred functions 
covered with a rich dalmatica ornamented with Cufic 
lettering in gold and bearing the date of the Hegira. 
The castle of a new baron, an Arab village, an 
ancient Roman or Greek city (by riame) jind a fr«h 
Lombard colony might be fbund in Sicily in the 
space bf a fevr niiles. In the same city, along with 
the ancient and native populace, there might be a 
quarter of Saracens or Hebrews, another of French- 
tiien, bf Amalfitah^ or Pisans, ahd everywhere in 
these different dwellings, with a type of their own, 
the tranquil appearance of reciprocal concord. Tht 
streets, 'the squares, the markets, offered a singular 
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miztare of costumes and fashions : the short Latin 
cassock, the long Greek tunic, the oriental turban, 
the white cloak of the Arab, and the mailed coat of 
the Norman cavalier. Differences of habits, of 
holidays, exercises, amusements — continuous and in- 
finite contrasts were all around which nevertheless 
were harmonious in complexity. It was Roger who 
established the silk manu^ctory in the palace itself 
which provided the pages and attendants at his 
coronation with robes made of stuffs reserved in 
the East for the " Augusti " at that time. In 1 147 
this workshop was refurnished with Corinthian and 
Theban girls taken by George of Antioch in his 
raid on the Greek Empire. He appears also to have 
instituted a sort of academy of learned men at 
Palermo over which he himself presided, and to 
have had considerable knowledge of Arab literature. 
He was succeeded by William the Bad, and he by 
his son William the Good, the founder of the 
Cathedral of Monreale. Under them the Christian 
fknaticism became more and more fierce and both 
in Sicily and on the mainland the Miissulmans 
suffered. The latter had himself great sympathy 
with them, as is evidenced by his closing his eyes 
at the hour of prayer so as not to see his officials^ 
nominally Christians, retire, and by his saying 
during the earthquake of 1169, ** Let each one pray 
to the Gdd whom he adores ! He who has faith 
in his God will feel peace, in his heart!*' Never- 
theless the Mussulmans felt so little con fidetice that 
they began to make preparations fbr flight After 
him Tancred became king, but died in four years, 
leaving the kingdom to a baby, and Henry VI. of 
Germany took the crown by virtue of his marriage 
with Consunce, the daughter of Roger II., who 
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brought ttp ber infant io% the c^brated and en- 
lightened Emperor Frederic 11.^ growning him when 
only lour years old at Palermo pn .17th May^ 119S. 
Hejur^ »peqiaUy fond of Sicily. A? E. A. Fpeeman 
say3 : '' Qf all his kingdoms it was the best beloved. 
He spoke all its, tongues.; he protected^ as far as 
.circumstances / would ,allow^ all itd races, .He legia- 
lated for all in the spirit of , an enlightened and 
equal d^po(ism^ jealous of all. special -privileges 
.whether of nobles, churches or cities. . The heretic 
alone v^sls persecuted^ he was the domes^i^ jebel of 
the Chinch;. §aracen- and Jew were entitled to the 
fights of foreigners." ,,, , 

, ^fktt Charles pf Anjo^ had extennitiated the 
^uabian lin&.and ipii^pverned the island for ,$ome 
twenty years, the outbreak known af the Sicilian 
Vespers avenged their death. The rebellion and 
the excesses commUt^4 weDe both due to populair 
fory* It wa$ Ji sudden, and unexpected outbreak 
from th^ imppssibiUty of bearing thue outrages of the 
French soldiery anyloi^gef, though there is a legend 
that it wa^- arranged by John of Procida, and that he 
went through the towni, disguised a9:a fool, and 
blowing into the ears of the passers-by, who, if Sicil- 
ians, heard the hour ai:ranged for the. massacre^ but 
if French only »an unintelligible nipise. It pom- 
«(ienced outside Palermo, on the spot now; occupied 
by the pubjic ;>cemetery„ pn 30th .March, |*?8a, 
Paster Mpijday, and spread rapidly, throtigh the 
island.; anarchy followed j then leaders were elected 
by the people, and the barons gained control of the 
risings; The £rst idea was to have a jcomtnunge 
1 under the protection of the Churchy the Pope 
claiming to be oyerlord, but since a impnarchyander 
.the house of Aragon pro^^ised quick military assist- 
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aiice, Pedro ; of • 'Aragota, husbsiftd of -Mahfred'* 
(tattghterContBtatoce/Was chosen kkig in a 'parliameht 
sitthig at Palermo/ iThe war of the Sidliaft Vespers 
l««ed for twenty-ohte yeaw. The Popes cofa«!antfy 
gave away the fcih^doms of Sicily, ' Aragon and 
Naples ^ Various pretenders; btit Frederic,. thii^d 
son of Pedro^ restored' independence to: the islaAdi 
Hd was crowned in 1296, and three years later yfon 
the' great land battle* of Jthe war, that of Falconada; 
The navy was 'ander this command^ Roger di Loria^ 
and was 1^ by that g^eat sea-captain frdm victory^ 
to victbty. J By a treaty of 1502, confirm^ hy 
Pop6* Boni&ce the next year^' he> was acknowledged 
kiiig for his life, atnd ;at hii death the <kin]gdbinir Was 
to- revert to Jamei of Aragoni."- He ivas, hoWcVer^ 
succeeded by hit ^ Pedroj and thus there were tWo 
Sidlitm kingdohisf and two kings of Sidil^. r Under 
^redferic's laws Sicily became one of the frSaest fchig* 
doms in £uPO(pe. • F^rliaitiettts were to be regultiif 
held^ imd withdfttt their consent the king could nial^ 
xieither^war/^ace, nor any alliance.' His descend.^' 
ant*,' however, <lid ^ot forni a ^eat dynastyj The* 
island Was torn-b^ dissensibhs between Spanish ^nd' 
kalian Actions.' Ferdfnafnd the^ Catholic (X4^f<f^ 1 5 ^ $)' 
conquered Cominisntal Sicily and called hintsdf Kihg' 
of the Two Siciliesyiruling bothi by means of Victtxiys. 
Th^er old laws wtete trampkd under fbot^ indf'many 
risings tbok plice^ of which the gr^test was th«t of 
Messina, iti> 1672, tender the promise of helpfrmtii 
the'Frenchif •■ -'• -' •:-"•■ -' - .r' , ., 

TheSpanish dominion, thofugh Mlljed fets (^r thd 
people, wai no. less bad for the country than' (\he 
French;^ I Wififr^e establi^unent 6f the Itidai»itibii 
undei* Ferdinand the Catholit' the decadence began.) 
The Jews were r drivfen 4>ut^ then the Greeki/lthe 
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LevantuuSy the remains of the Musaulmansy :and so 
all commercial activity was killed, and the countrj 
became poor as the ecclesi^tics . fattened. The 
OstiUans were worse than the , Aragonese, the 
Aastro*Spaniards worse still, and the Bourbons, worst 
of all. All of them looked upon Sicily as a pro- 
vince to exploit, a kind of milch co\y. 

By the Peace of Utrecht the island w;as awarded 
tQ; Victor Amadeus of Savoy ( 1 7 1 3- 1 720), but he >w» 
forced to exchange it for Sardinia after seven years; 
Chairles HI, won the Sicilies from the Anstrians, and 
was the last king a^whed at Palermo (1735). 

The French Kevoktion again dilturbed matters^ 
From 1 806 to 1815 it wasa separate , kingdom. under 
British protection, and in 1*8 12 a. 1 constitution was 
established, but in 181 5, Ferdinand returned to his 
continental ^ kingdom as Ferdinand I., King Osf the 
Two, Sicilies. In 1 8 20 and 1 8 316 Sicily again tried 
fQt&^^dom^ and in 1848 became indc^ndent for a 
tWelv^tilonth or so, but was again iubjugated until the 
deliverance by Garibaldi in* i860, . This is the last 
hefoic period 6f Sicilian history^ the expedition of the 
^f glorion^.^housand '^ Garibaldi landed at Marsala 
on I ith^May, and on the next day pushed on towards 
Salemi ^hi(th had been seized by Bid(io. The Near 
pblitanif had 3600 men and four .guns; at Calatafimi^ 
but a. frontal attack with th;e outflanking movements 
of th(i Sicilian Volunteers/traiu^ thc;m to fear for their 
rear^and the^ fell back in i disorder after three hours' 
fighting, in which Garibaldi lost 200 men* The 
next fortiSed posts were at Monreale and Parco, held 
by, 6000 and 4000 taen respectively. By a series 
of feints and flatik movcttients he aliflped round to 
the ^outli-east. On; the 23Td he feigned an attack 
onjParcaand then - retreated towards. Corleone by 
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Piano dei' Qraih l^viAg Ouritti'to cohtifitie the 
retreat and draw on the Neapolitan!^ he made a forced 
mareh over die hilh to Mkilmerl, and oh the lyth 
attaeked PalerittJd ijy the Pontc del Ammir agHo. To 
enGOurage the Sicilian' Vduntiifefy a young Geftoese 
carabineer coblty took a chair, and sat down in thfe 
centre of the ^reet nAder the crow^rfc ! The cititens 
became almost sorry thaf^^hey Virere being delivered 
when nnder the bombafddient from the watships in 
the harbon^ ai!ul from' the castle. When it ceased in' 
the Evening Garibaldi had' h^ nine caiti^ges per 
man left ! An~ airmi stice was conclttded ^n the even^ 
ing (Of the is th, and ' finally Paleifmo Was ' evacaate«l{ 
b^ the Neapolitans tffenty^six days aftet the landing- 
at Marsak; Only bife more important' action -ii«^) 
fotfght^ that of 'Miiazzo, coihmanded 1:>y Bdsco^th 
the pick of the g^Hrri^* of Messina tinder him. 
Garibaldi attacked oft the »oth of July, •* always in^ 
the thSckisst'df the fray,' -^igatet'te in motrth and 
walldlig-stick in hand, cheeking on hh' gi^ides tand 
Genoese carabineers ". lie was nebfly killed during^ 
a chiarge by the Nefapolitah'cdvttlry/' TheGartbaldians 
divided and' open^ fire' fi^om both sides andthe^* 
Neapolitans halted and endeavoured to return^ 'bist 
Garibaldi, Missori, Statella and a handful of guides 
barred the way. Summoned by the Neapolitan officer 
to surrender, he sprang at the horse's bridle, and cut 
down the rider. Three or four troopers rode at him, 
one he wounded, Missori killed three others and shot 
the horse of a third, and Statella killed another. The 
remnant of the cavalry charged back and escaped, 
leaving the guns in Garibaldi's hands. In an interval 
for rest he took off his shirt, washed it in the brook, 
and hung it on the bushes to dry, while he ate his 
lunch of bread, fruit and water, and smoked his cigar 
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hftff-biMfkrd, After ptiihiiigtte fiUaflk>t(J,» point 
ftomwUch BoecpVmaio water supply, waft cut off^ on 
the f3rcl aCoLn^uza^Qiicamefroiti Naples to treat 
for the surrender, oif .the place, Garibaldi allowed 
the tn^ps to leave wjth artn^ baggage, the houour» 
of waiv and haU'a battery of artillery, aAdon theia4th 
the. evacuation of the island ccinunenced. An anec- 
dote of Bixio will show the ^rt of ma«i he was., 
He.v^asienjt to Qronte to trample out a communistic 
rising there* , We'shot/thirty^^wo ringleaders before 
lAo'doeky and imposed.a fine of io/f,onze •' anhour 
as long ii as his presence was necesaaiy; For the 
payment of this sum he held the lives of the principal, 
inhabitants responsible, who, he aaid> s^iould have 
taken arms to resist this batch of, brigands and adren-: 
tureiv. . On arriving at Bronta thea^ch ringleader 
was brought in prisoner, while his oWn troops were 
a£ breakfast, , after ja long n^arch. Having W^tisfied 
himself of the man's^nilt, Bixio said, ^* Well, Ican't 
disturb my own men now,", and duawing hirrevolter 
shot him thqugh'the headi; . \ .< . . 

The people after Garibaldi'a expedition elected by 
an; enormous majority to become part qi the kingdom 
ofjtaly. • . (*.>• i. '•,.■■ 1 ■ . .L.' ,-..- 
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r \ i - ;. ... . .• ...vi l^rr, ' • . -, '.. V-: 

Thb modem name • of >tlle - Hty comes ' fttom the 
Arabic **Balalrm'' of. **'B*larmuh/' but th©4J|ci* 
name .^vas < '' Patrairmor^' ^(atl harbour), ' which «oiitie 
4hkik applied' >mker to the diMlrkt thaii< to the 
.city. A lifth^nturjr'fWfWcrj Pktrd' JUn^fld, 
akierU this qnite pUiihl^y and as at th^t >tt>m« it t>iily 
' occuped a' point^'of land and the sea . washed the 
greater part' of thefcircuit ©f the Walls, 4t ii^y* be 
'held to be fairly descriptive of th«'fects; This 
name first^aj^an during the war between Athens 
and Syracuse. 'It is. gen^lly eoijsidi^^ed that the 
ci^ was one of tbe Phoenician settlembnts^ • and 
coins fomid? there beat in^hoenictftn^br IMyre^ 
lettfers the Word >^'Sii" of **Tdlfs/V which mttins 
.^£ower". liOn tetiradradims the ©irthaginian 
hone and palm appelir,' perhaps referrine ^to the 
Neapdiswhidi! Poly bins sayt they' built' to vhtf>figl|t 
' of the southern lagopn ' defended on one'iide hf di^ 
fsba;.:on the dthet byl th* river ^retus. "It i* prob- 
able '^hat^ there nvias a Sicanian ' towil here . ffkil, or 
why should tiDe l^hoenicia'n^ a trbding tieo^e^ 'haVe 
troubled to>teitaWish themselves iffnhe ^Jace ?i'' ' • 
M Thd prdmontory upon whick' Palermo stood in 
anmrent 'times start?ed frorn^ St: Antonio and mky 
be traced by the monastery^^ofSra* Cater ina^! the 
•MartoranO, the Theadnd ' Convent, th^' mcmaterf of 
Sta. ChtOr^r; the^Benf^attdli, %kt OiBp^dikle <Sraude and 
the R<fyalrP^aai up to the'^^Porui di' Caitro; ^^rOn 
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the north it went by the Porta Oscara, St. Rocco, 
Via de' Candelariy Monte di Pieta, and Chiesa della 
Mazzara, up the Fonte Dainsuini. The port ex- 
tended over the Cassaro from Sta. Maria della Catena 
to the comer of the Via de' Fomari. The south 
branch scarcely reached thd.Piirta Babelbahr between 
St. Antonio and Sta. Caterina, near the Via degli 
SdiLo^}ettieri, andtheiiortit bvanch wont up to the 
Papi^^ J covering the p^nm of St;' Onofxiio»iof 
the.Monte di^ PjetA, and of St. Cosmo, diatppearing 
i^thc marches which wtnt round belundthe oaatle, 
.iQ.thfr|)arkinoW l?^iooging,t0; the^Puc d'Aumale. 
The central part; was called' "Cjtta Vccchia,"- the 
ancient city, at ^least ai late asi.Norman. time$> and 
Poljfbiuac^lait^uribem yeterem".. There was: th«n 
a Suburb to. the'ea% called Neapolis^ i name preserved 
by the Arabsi Edrisi sayi the city was divided into 
)two!p|irt$i* t-hfi Cassaro (iCasr), or fbrtress, and Borgo, 
or suburUf ' The iKasr <wai suwytainded by walls and 
vtowiQds* Of these towers aoid wallir there are still 
some remains/ and of the g^tes seVeral^ may stiH be 
seen* Behind a shc^ iti the> Piazza^ I^^uova (No^ '^^) 
jtne remains^ ;of the P^irta, Oscura, an, arch and a 
pieeejof the wall ; between the Papireto and St. 
Giacomo la MsLZOAt^jA small piece of the wall and 
a string-course , of M^ie Porta' Rutah (Bal>>ar-rRujtah) 
texsaixi, AportiQxiioith^ 9xch and the impost of the 
Porta Busuemi, the whole of tht Boru Sf Agata 
which.is still Inus^, a pointed slrdh externally' with 
a s^mental arch^ below and within, while internally 
tho pointed arch is ^changed to a circular form. 
it has ;a9. ancient shrine above tl^ inner face and 
a lantern swinging beneath the dark arch ; at .each 
aide; are pieces of the city, wall and topt waUu. It is 
named in a deed. lof 1275 a*^* The.Pdrta Mizzaira 
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IS, however, the most picturesaii^ ^ #ell as the oldest 
Externa^ abbve the {iioiiited arch fs a little pafnd 
with' threie shields beneath a trefoiled ai*cL ^Thc 
inner arch is tegmental, and has t)een iilkid up with 
stone abore a wooden lintel at a lower kv'el. Here 
the pointed ftrch goes throtgh the Wall. The 
Kh&leSa, on the other side of the harbour, had !bur 
gates, of which one still remains in the Church of the 
Madonna della Vittoria. The arsenal occupied the 
site <jf the Piazza della Marina. There ait some re- 
mains of the Porta Patitdli in the Cortile Caracciolo. 
The Porta Busuemi was the Bllb as Suddn. This 
Was at the comer of the Via de* Biscottari, bj the 
western angle of the Spedale dei Benfratelli, on 
the north o( the palace of Count Frederic; which 
9ome think to be a portion of the gate. Villi^ 
bianca says the lower part of the toWdr is Phceniciah. 
It has traces of point^ windows without mouldings, 
which' have been filled up^ and a rather fine two* 
light window inserted in the 14th century, decorated 
with inlays and shields beneath a cbrbcllmg and 
some darving.' The Porta di Mazzata is perhaps 
that built in 947 A.n. by the Emir Abu^al-Hasaii to 
replace the' Porta Ibn Qurhub, which was lower 
dovh^i and subject to inundations. It T^as restored 
S* 13*5 by Frederic of Aragon, and closed in '1639, 
wh^n the Porta di Montalto was opened, 

IbA Haukal'says that in 971 Palermo was divided 
into five regiifths, tWo oi" which were walled and had 
towers tb make theiii separately defensible. The 
KisT, dtie of these^ was inhabited by merchants and 
the naumcipal nbbility, the other, the Khllesa, was thi 
duelling of the Sdltan and hil fblloWfers, and'had 
neither shops ilbr warehouses, but contaitied baths^ 
public offices, the arsenal and- the priton. The 
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unwalled rcgioa^ caJl^ . " Ete^H ScW^om^" more 
populott^M^nd larger tlian jth^ two aplctodi4iciticfxcf 
thq goy/5i?Mnept ?uad the municipality, ilff(Mrd«d iMm 
for ^he.,«l|ipping,aiid .^h« fon^igpnaerchaiita.. iT»K)' 
othep: unwalkd regions, the .R^gioi^e, Nm>ya and 
Qeila Mosche^^ pi^ovided space fprr^h^. shops and 
wcvbhops^ mon^-changers; oilnm^rch^jb«^ sellers, of 
corn,, 4Ty8«iter8, tailors, chjC^MnakeriS^, copptrspai^ 
aftd every craf^ and tfajie ; ^each by tufel^f.dividlsd 
&qvgL the rest, jexjcfipt the bptcfew, ]w^ had rgP or 
more shops m the city, fpd m^ny mo^ioutiide. 
Twfo distfi(:ts called by Jbn iisuMfA ^^regioni," 
wijthout in^cluding then^ in.tfee five^ were ql^Hod "of 
tihe Jev^s," and;f',of Abu-Hin^asj". -iln thftMwe 
way the "M.^ker," or, soldiers' barnick^ appeiv^.19 
hav,e/beei^ separately enclosed.. T^ie suburbs stretched 
on the^ 4oi|ith-eas<; , fron^ ^mpng^ the ; gardens by the 
Oreto to the shore, and ,c^ the south in acoptimilouii 
line from Masker to the village: of fiaida/ He 
compares the city to ^ sj^p anchored in the Qi«ek 
manner wi^ its prow to jche north. ^ The ilea 
evidently . on^e entered by a naprroiy ^moiath . and 
v^^ea both side& of ,|)her promontory, fince the 
fnaxfcs of thq w^vjes are plai^ pn the rpcksrion wjiich 
$t. Giov^aimi degU , i^r^itiiti ^tands^ bvvi by the rioth 
cezitury it had retreated to the. ms^ii^ i channel aiid 
the two basins, l^a Cala f^.the only portion/ pfth^m 
npw remaining., Ibn JJaukaJ sayf ,^hat ft?x^aJ4arge 
brooks, eaph one large enough to tururtwo mil}$tone^ 
cut up the la^d, betwe^, ^^aw ai^d Schiayoni, . jM^ 
were usefol fpr th^ piiUs. They spread out in^to.liiit^p 
laiijes, where (biey ina4e marshes in which ^oga^cai^e 
grew and wherp' they cultivated vegetaW^ y Atnojoig 
plajcef thus made, he says„ ** is, o^^ covered lyi^ith 
papyrus^ which I tjippght came oply. from Egyp^ 
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but kdre they make cables fioh the thi^ of (it'^nd t 
few leaves (of p^per ?)vrliicfaL are sent to tht Sttltan/'^ 
Ttl3iisiWas.tt9(dotibt wherathe Piazta Papiteto-^i^ novi% 
ioT.mt knoW' that' iritoe'papyfnf' grew thei«d till 1591. 
Neas. Movreale: wat'aBiron.mkie^ die produce. of 
v^ikich w»s«sed 'fill' the , con^trubtioa i^fshiptai SoiOMe 
parti pf idkecity wer^.depoisdent on seriate' Hvells pr 
nttn^water cistemsylbr their 'wafiet/Avhich shows thH 
at w'M the JMocfllans #ho ^pux^idtA tht fine scrviicfe 
Which inbwMuppStes the^hoiises tip to jthdur toptnost 
floors. //oThe Kasr, of /an oval* sh^^rfu^as cut jAilhe 
gitcater Axifrby the straight street.wthiqhrisr stiill, kvio^ti 
at'f'Caasaro^f thought 6ffictall^ tttkd C(HrsiOf.¥ittosi<> 
fimaiitttie, then- cdiled '^Siinlt/V:the.,Aaw;/^wWch 
eonsiatedtof shops and -wavcbousesi^nd ^ift9ApaMdy9i 
most sare thing tnthe iMiddle Ages;* There^w^te 
5^10 inos4ues; ; jooxhi'ilhf regions and zc^o in. the 
^ttbutibs^ , 6rfl ' f {micfc frequciited. fFh© ,btttcbeft* 
<nosq«e ' * 09 one day contai med 7000; p^rsoibs, the 
vidiole "art;"- vith their fiimiltes/^\;Tbi$ gjyea .-a 
probaWe population of f5joDjo6o for the [ whole^ jqity 
ofijithe basiij>f the present propoitAon^ pin^ i ' lA 
'lOOi/.-rj; . )^' ••• ,^r. < .;;: -,[: ' :. , ,..•,, ,,,. 
'M The pofUftlatioYi was vei^ iSamik uxm^ iti mediaevid 
timcs^ There/ wctfe^,besid]^'thei<Gfeeks^ Moh«^ 
;i6ieda»Sy' Jei^S'Aod (N(»rmai^ icoilvneriQial .cploaies 
i^( SdaFoaians^* Amalfitv^s, /VJ^nieti^ns^ Pi^psy ,Cata;- 
lalna^ ; Qerioese; Lombard^ ! etc.i • Thfe . Greeks ; were 
near, the . Piaaita Vittctfla-r^Laj GalgaM&om «^thje 
^iilrch deOli^JPinCa^^lQiilhat of ^^ B^f b^rj^ Sott^a 
^ild r the. moliastery f of St^n iTheodore. . lOutsidiB 
La Galga^ irbm St« Andrea {and St^ ]^ict)16/;in 
Ktitnonia^ ^o.j5tau l/jMW. deUa Cjrypta ftivt die Fprty 
Martyn .of Lydia^ to the Tca^ro. BellW ^H(d Sta. 
Caterina^ aU. the /<:h»I:ch0i are? Greek .wifh n.lffivir 
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T^ SdzTCMuta ms a lar| 

br tke poi^ wine die 
ckte br tkoK of die » •— ^..^.^^ ^ 
tkoc ifcie iho Jews « 
tkere WK a atMque »e^ ti 
F«ta P^dscSL Scl Cki beloiised id tfe Lwibe* 
Tile MoluoBSKdaii qaaitEr was on tkc other jvi 
br La Sain. Hk Jews piacdKd as ^Vw-tnw ii 
dbe Caano dB 131a. The Gketto was wear Sc 
G kiwaai dd Taitari, a pordon of the Albcvgaaii 
TW PiB» kad a aetdeaKst under die Mowoliiian^ 
aad tfe Vcaedans in 1114 asked King Roger tc 
tebvU tke QkmiA of Sc Mark, «buh hf the 
Gfcrib and d oom ed bj die perfidioos Safaoens ''. 
Tke AaalitaBSiwae at im in die Cattara, bat in 
tke accond kaU* of the i ath centmy occiqiied the 
tfieef bf tkepoft calkdBorgodc^Awalitan^ witli 
tkedivclKsof St. Andrea and St. Nicolo de bafgo; 
ckse to wbick tfe lo^ia of tbe Catakm was buth 
is ^e I3dk and 14& ccatvrics in dK meet whick 
lafl finom Sta. EolaHa to tke Cabu Tbe Loggia d^ 
Knni alood doae to the Piaaca la Tamni oiidl the 
i^ccatnj. Tbe SdawAians indaded mefcha&ts 
fiom nhria and Ddmatia. Except ibr diem a^ a 
few Mwwnlmam and Jews the Seralcadio «at entirely 
inhabited b^ Lattni^ Romagnob^ NcapaKtait% I^ 
fCB^aky Aragonese, in addidon to tiioie nadob- 
alities already mentioAed. La Magione it at di^ 
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«xoeptioxis^ fhowing dut the district wot inhibited 
byr them except for a few lAtiri]g;roiip$y such as those 
jround St. Nicol6 L^inonim de Albergana. In' the 
Via de' Bisoottari was a mosque and a Jewish 
warehouse* The Sclavonian was a' large' quarter 
against the wall of the Kasr, and on the other side 
of the Papiretum were the ft^reigners* hoiises^ fh>m 
the upper part^ whete the Venetians were^ to the 
lower, just by^ the por|, where tke^ loggia of the 
Pisans was, dose- by those of thje, Catalan^ and 
Genoese. ' 'Among these were- also ^Jews and 
Mohammedans, and there was a mbsque near the 
Porta Patitelli. Sta. Qita belonged t6 the Lucchese. 
The Mohammedan qoarter was on the other' side 
by La Kalsa. The Jews practised as dboCors in 
the Cassaro till 1312. The' Ghetto was near St, 
Giovanfli dei Tartari, a portion of the Albergarla. 
TIm Pisans had a iettlement under the (Muanilmans, 
and the Venetians in 11 14 a$ked King Roger to 
tebuild the Church of St. Mark, "built by the 
Greeks -and destroyed < by the perfidibuf Saracens". 
The Amalfitaniiiwsere at first in the^ Cassaro, but in 
the second half of the 12th century occupied the 
street by the port called Borgo degli Amalfitani, with 
the churches of^ St. Andrea ahd St. Nfeol6 deburgo; 
close to which the loggia of the Catalan^ was bulk 
in the 13th and I4th^enturi« in the streer which 
ran froin Sta. Eulalia to the Cala. The Loggia del* 
Pisani sl6od close to the Piazza la Tarzan^ until the 
1 5th century. The Sclavdniaiis included merdiants 
ftom Illyria and Dttlmatia. Except for them add a 
few Mussulmans and Jews the Seralcadio was entirely 
inhabited by Latiws, Rbmagnoii, Neat)oKtatts, Pro- 
vencals, Aragonese, in addition to those natioii- 
alities already mehtiofled. La Magione is at thb 
•42 
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'^tremity-Qf'tthe Moortih Aiid Jewish <{vmncm of t^ 
loth^lcenturxyKlulttaJi aad I)drSHafatral^adidah. 
ThftCitssams or Citta Vecchia wtf in the: ikuun 
Gtfifik on thei south >ide and Latin o^ (hib opfftH. 
Sta. MariA de liattnis and St. Aatopiiowere on thb 
eoitreme point, on .which was also the conrefU; of 
St, Theodore for Baftiiiai^ nuns, ditside the city 
GxeekSy Latins and Massiilmans were together in 
the yillage^/pf St. Ciriaca^ ^t^ Silvestso^ Balhara and 
Baida* Greeks were in the groi^w,^ housoarOmnd 
the church of St. Pietro de' Greci alia Gtiadagna' and 
higher towards St. . Nicold.de Gurgnro, liow La 
Grazi% ; ^Latins at)d ^ Greeks towards the morth shoiie 
and Monte PeUegrino ; Arabs aitd Ldttins; in. the 
country outside the Ptirta d' Iccari as lar as Colli 
and Biddemi« / ; 

/ The most prominent buildings in Paleiino, except 
for the great modejtu* theatre, are in the main the 
work of *he i6th And tyth centiaries, when the 
Spanish viceroys ru^ed the island.. .As a sample of 
their work the Quattro Caxiti ofi Piazzk.Viglifiiia 
may be taken, situated where the Corso Vittoido 
Emanude crosses the Via Macqueda^j It was con- 
structed by tht . Marquis de Vigliena in 1 609, and 
dose lo it is thexhifrdi: of St» Giusbppe de' Teatind, 
of the same period, with an. extraordinary rbof of 
stucco work which it is scarcely poteible* to : surpass 
in extravagance. Leaving; such monatro^ties on 
one side^ M us seek the build|iiigs of the Nt^man 
period, which are also unsurpassable^ in a different 
manner^ ai»d' commence with the Cappella Palatina, 
whijch is in the Royil Palace at the top of the tky, 
and is profusely decorated wkh marble inlay and 
fine monies ; generally jbonsideied. the. most beauti- 
ful palaoediapel in the w6rld. lU was fisunded by 
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KmgRogor I.^ and a ^cAmtM of"rr32 Av^./tHU 
cQctant, signed by Petef, Archbishop ^Paldlrhio, 
declares it a •{Mtrish chorch ^^>b^ special tdesire^ bf 
Kmg Roger''. - The Consecration didtibt eake p4vcb 
however vatil 1^40, Vrheny according to- a 'homily 
delivered on the bccawon,' it'tnust hate beeft noarly 
complete,*** the roof ivdnderM' to see, the pafr^metit 
ornamented with very wried pieces xi£ marUe itt a 
'masterly Bfia»fter> the wdls covered mth'Varioiis 
marbles, th^ appcpr' party 'Of which Are drhaniiiiited 
withgoldenv tesseree whh iscarcely sfspac^ WtWeefa, 
With die.vetaerabk fignr^ represented npod them*^. 
A Greek-inscription givies 'the dftteof 11^3, but 
this must: refer to the^niosaics about the sanctuary. 
Romuald^the Salemitlan^says thkt WilHam' i. decorated 
the chapel with splendid mosaics and cldthed tile 
walk with precious ibarblek^^the n^Ve prebibly. 
They were restored' in the t4th century" under the 
Aragcmese. An inscription >remaiils OA the ' kfft 
side dated 1345, which perhaps refers to the royal 
throne where the Aragonese anbs are placed and 
the' iigur» of St. Gregory ahd^St. Silvester in. the 
great apse^ later in date and^ith a Latin insdription. 
Other restorations are noted/in^ 'ins<A?iptions dated 
.1460, 1462 ai^d 1463, under John of Aragon, aiid 
another in 147^, finished 'under ' Ferdittand Bie 
Ct^tholicin 1 4^2^ In later times figures^ were added 
repkding those saints "^^who' had gone oot of date or 
at fea^t wer6 Qc}i]t>sed by : newer u giclries. Such 
are the St. Ai^drew in die vauh. of the .Chapel 
of' the Sabrament, -probably of the i6«h ^century, 
and St.' Peter andi St. Mar^ Magdklene in the gnat 
apse of the ijtk. A/ fUrther rdkoration tqok plMe 
in the i8th century, a 'Roman beings called in^ at 
a ^akry of 50 lire .a day. 'iin i^ $3 -Charley III. 
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ettabliihdd .a ichool of motaicifts irk Palorn^O' tor 
repair aiid reatoiD them.^ ' The Virgm, iiL the apae 
avidSt* Josqah with> the infimt Jesna and St. Anna 
in: the side apm are by Cardihi of Arezzo, who was 
the, second hoaa of the school, t The ]^n is a com^ 
binatioa .o£ ^l^atin basilica and. Greek croib Thef 
nave has &ve bajrs, and attht choir arch the columas' 
are coupbd and thet level of the floor rises by finur 
siqps, and three more steps >approach the' altar/ 
winch I IB in a semi-'Curcular apse. The! choir cni- 
closuve is of ma^ ble^ pii^Qod towards .the • nave and 
iblaid . ih other places: with elaborately inttrwoven ' 
ferihsi composed ioi many small piecea of coloured, 
marbles. , The; aisle walk areshektedr wkh marbk 
it their lowbr:portion and covered with mosaic above^ 
a band of inlaid W9rk dividing tlie<wo. . w 

Tbftl^oofis moflt dabor^telfy painted ilrith anc- 
be«i|iBes; figuros.andf. animals jwhtch have a cmriouily 
Persian, or Indiian look., nit isif' actesonado/' poitiofiS 
being sivnk and olthers rai^ed^a^d has other. Moorish, 
features J, Itrwaa Jrestosrod/Or replaced in .149S;. 
Beneath the choir and apse theie 'is a^ crypt which 
iS)Xepovted to blithe primitive chncch where :St 
Fttt^i s(c^piped on hb return from^ A&iea^; on ah 
altar is a jewelled )crttcifis whiilh uKd to kc in the; 
judgment-hall jof the Inquisition. y Th^fre is a large* 
dome^ovQT; the, crossing and small domjos at. the skies. 
Allithe archea are pokited and stilted'; the colnnuia 
aidd.'capitaht appear. to :be antjque Ibt the most palt; 
Beneath the pul^^it and in the chaptlaat the end .of 
each ai^le 4ce si^/CofaAmns df peach-flovt^er! marHe^ o£ 
which there atbon^y tmof :e#en in Ronbe^,! Outside 
is a>'portioi^ of ai |>ortico^ofj similar 'oblqmnsr which t 
ii^ said; at teetiqie. t^ h4ve rbuirounded the diapel* 
The laig^ abl^ft.ofiifaflHe.were added in 1506. Aa 
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inicnptioii of Ferdinand the Catholic which m now 
in it wai origmall/ oyer' the great door, and another 
of 1142 recorda the' erection of a Water clock in 
Groek^ Latin and Arabic. On the right are a 12th- 
centar^r pulpit with marble inlays and a carved 
Easter candlestick of the same date idded to at a 
later period.' The subjects of the mosaics are 
chiefly taken from the lives of Christ, St. Peter and 
St. Paul, and Old Testament histories. Those in th^ 
choir are the most ancient^ and were 'probably- exe- 
cuted by Greek craftsmen, sinpe the lettisring of the 
inscriptK>nB is Greek. The altars are rather late and 
the choir stalls are modern. At the other end of 
the nave the loyal seat is raised on five steps, orna- 
mented with panels of small inlays and the royal 
arms. Several doors in the ^chapel are interesting. 
One ifl^ of Wood with large nails in the Mobiish 
fashion^ one of hammered iron ahd two of bronze. 
The isacristy contains the archives with documents 
inr'Greefk, Litin and Arabic In the treasury is an 
ivory casket of Arab wol^kmanship and a t7th* 
century enamelled ©stensorium. * 

i The palace occupies the site of the ancient cattle^ 
The nucleus ii Saraoenic, but additions wore made 
to : it directly after the Noranan' Conquest and by 
later sovereigns. Of this work, however, the only 
portion now apparent is^ the tower of Santa Ninfa, 
which contains the royal observatory and the 
"Stanze di Ru^giem,?' ' a room 4ecoritikd with 
mosaic and marble, said* to have- been chosen by' 
Roger as his own after, the sieg^^' with another ad- 
joining, the details of which the guardians date with 
the most appalling inaccuracy I- The tower is orna- 
mented ^tternally with the flSat pointed arcading 
which is so characteristic of the period, a^d appeal 
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in Li. Cuba, La Faraiia^ La Zisa and other buildifagt 
of the Norman kings. The rest, of the ro^ralpalace 
i» ateolttelj uninteresting, '^ but the FoHa .Nuovay 
which is attached to it, tiiough baro^d, is picture 
esque frominaide, having a. wdl^proportiohed loggia 
above the! gate and a p)ihimidal roof decorated with 
painted tika^ a mode of decoration which Siciiiaa 
examples make tone siMBetimes wish was possible in 
our climate. ' . - • ! ; i 

A abort dss^nce to the left, is the curious dmrch. 
o£Sl Giovvuu degli Eremitic foukided in 1 1 32^ and 
incorpofiating ; what. wa& probably a mosque in ita 
ttructufiSi . It has fiisi/doinea, plaatered eztemallp 
and painted red. <tl^ plan^ahows an Egyptian 
cross with three apses, ^f which only thecential one 
ahows externally ; theiuave ia divided, in. the midcQe 
by anointed arch ^ which kflbrda partkl support to 
two. of the dontf^a. On the aodth are the remainsr 
of the moaqile. divided by a raw* <£ -fiVe square piers 
into .two 3iavea. It has pointed vi^indowa widely 
afdayi^ which appear aa qiere ritta on the ootaide. 
Under the.Nocmana the whole bnildingi was lised as 
a burialrplace for: the .nobility. ' Atitad^ed are some 
pleasing cloistecs of isither lateri date now laid dutaa 
a garden, with a pointed arcade <andcoi^ledoohimnsj 
During the restoration 's6me fitagments of .plaster 
pierced wkh' dmaniental Ibqna wetd found which 
werft in ithe nave arch,ia reproduction of .a v'pattem 
used 4imilarly in the mosque of Ibn Touliin at 
Cairo. Some haVe conaidemd ithis :a» a survival- of 
the monasteryj.of St'Ermete^ oine of th^ six founded 
by Gregasyrjlke Griat in Sicily ; bujt the present 
namei is sufficiently. explained 1^/the fact that the 
monJcs ifriiom Roger established there were of the 
order offhenHita founded by.St >Villiam of' Veroelli' 
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and Giovanni da jMnsco, and ' caiiie fto^ Monte 
Vcrginb- in- Apulia. >/ I ' / 

. Otker churches o£ thesaine period sit La Mar-^ 
torana, St.^Ctflaldo and* St Giovanni dei Lebbrosi; 
The last is the ^rliest Ghurch ndar Palermo^ haring 
been boilt^in 1071^. while the siege was still in pro« 
gress. ^ It Uncalled ^ Dei Lebbrosi" because the laza- 
retto* was afterwardt establislKd there > b^ William 
the Good. The approach is through a tan^yard' and 
a* garden, for the church lies back from the road. 
It has rthe 'usual dome over • the crossing and th'ree 
apses, piers in the nave, not colunms ; j^e nx)6 are 
vaulted with a barrel vault ^and finished above iwith 
concrete' and t ties > set .as a sligfhtlyi sloping 'terrace; 
The 'witfst>doof i^ between two low towers, one of 
whkh isibccupied by astaircaseiwhich leads ^ to the 
roof and, to the custodian's roonaa, ind the othpr by 
the> baptistiery« It lies outside the Porta Stl Anton- 
ino^'beyoijui thib Ponte dell' Amrairaglio; • > • 
The two churches of La Martorana and St. 
Csitalda stand doSe together behind the Piazic^ 
Preb>ria* St. Cataldo wais for some tim^ used as thd 
pQst<K)fiice,< btt his now ' been cleaned oxu\ and • re- 
stoued' in Ji discreet manner. r< It » most iiitoresthig 
as <sho1ving the Construction . of ifuildiiigs,'of the< 
type, . ^noe the walls are bare of mosaic or marble 
incrustation* U was ' pnA>albly founded^ sbortly be^ 
fore ii,6t, since in that year, a daughter of Count 
Marsicb was buried there, to wliom> the chunch and> 
some houses near .belon^dd^ which were once the 
property o£ Majbae di Bari^' sbldby .the king's ex* 
chequer asnonigihe thiiigs which he pbsseined at his 
death. The in&rente is that it was founded by 
hitti, whieh theOreik ^n makes all thfrihore pro^: 
bable, since at Bari, .which : remained Byzahtine till 
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the end of the nth centUty, Greek forms were in 
use. Majone di Bari was Grand Admiral of the 
kingdom wider William the Bad, a inan of whom 
Folcando tells the most s&bcking stories^ though ^n 
information hai been ptbvtd false] in one or two 
instanoes. What is certain ii that he was murdered 
in the Via Coperta; and that his prospective son-in* 
law/ Matteo Bonello^ was th6 first to plunge a sword 
into his ude. The remains of the sword may strll 
be seen hung at the door of the archiepiscopal palice: 
The populace dragged his torprfe ibout the city in 
jesty Falcando says; who evidently hated him as much 
as the people must have donti. The pavement of St 
Qataldo is of the usual opus Alexandrinutn kind, 
and the altar front is of sethi-trans^areiit mai-blid 
with incised emblems. The Spaniards removed the 
mosaics in' the seventeenth century, replacing them 
with stucchi, now in their turn reitioved. ' The 
nave is covered with three hemispherical cupolas, and 
the aide roofs are* impported on pointed arches which 
bind the four central <iolumns to the wall. Th^ 
sanctuary is raised two steps abbve the nave floor. 
An Arabian battlemen'tied frieze runs round the 
summit of the wall outside. La Martorana is so 
called becau^ in 1433 it Was given to th^ Behedto- 
tine nuns, whose t&nyent close by was founded in 
1195 by AloSsa, wife of Godfrey of Martorana, tut 
it was founided by George of Andoci^ Admiral to 
King Roget L in 1143, aiid Ws^ then called Sta: 
Mapia dell' Ammiraglio. A bilingual deed of 1 14^ 
exists relatitkg'to the endowments of the churcl^ 
and' another of 11 46, in Greek, referring to the 
sale of certahl houses to the clergy. As might be 
expe<:ted from its parentage it is a typical Greek 
church in j^n^ exactly like others which inay bef 
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seen at At)i«n$. or CoiiBitantiiiQple-rT^it thb latter 
th« TheotoaOB. jphurch and at the former tlbe 
Cat^iolicon and Panagia L^codimos* aod. others. 
X.he- architecUiirai decorative featiuraB reoall Cairo, 
an4 eapecis^ll}? the mosques of l\m. Touli^n and 
Has^n. The pierced parapet, the columns attached 
to I the arches in frpnt of the apae% as well aai the 
portico and windov^^ and ithe jsUghtly pointed Arpkcs 
»;e all Arab features. It was 'Served by Greek 

: It is sqpare with jthree eastern apses (one of which 
was .destroyed in , the 17th century)^ the dotne ^op^ 
pqrte4. on pc^nted .^chps. which spring /rofn four 
coluqins as at Sl Cataldo, and the other arches: sup 
porting the vaults arranged in the same nlannitry but 
the centr^^l doo^e and nave lire higher than. the atiles, 
and the nave has a |ow rpof instead of three domes 
of; equal Jieigl^t . ■ . /, t. / > ;: 

Against the trifunphal arch , of thei apse are lour 
(folonnet^^ pf porphyry ^nd ff^mt^, and others in 
a., similar position to thc^, smaller apses ;< in fbontof 
th^ni t)ie payepent J.s raised. Thete: is! a door to 
t^ienor^l^ ^nd another, tp the^^otitbf and mii doubt 
^here lyas .one.^l^t to the wesit from the atittwm, 
wl^ich was in. front 1 of the; church, *ndiwh^re the 
judges^ oJE" the pity ^at, and a notary, by name Enrico 
di ,Martinq,^.exerp3ed his :prQfeslioii. . Ixf 1 588 ,the 
<?Jiurch, was i,engthe^ed to the west, t^Mmg in fhe 
atrium and, the pprticpp,, /^t this tivpit the rtcternal 
mosaics .were dest^jied,. except two . showing .£iitg 
Rogef befpfe .Christ and Qporgc; of ^Antioch before^ 
tie Virgin, wW<?h 8ti}l i)eroainc ingide, together with 
those of the ancient, inter^oi^ which .^onir the vaults 
and the upper, part, of the H?ajfc fas In thei CappeJU' 
Palatlna. , As .the,rQ.]wer&i$ot.quit9 enough columns 
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in the atrium for the trcah require^nents, some wer/e 
bpught, and the registry nptca the buying of two 
for 6 *'onze" from tJie rectors of St, Antonio, 
and of three {two of marble and one of granite) for 
58 "onzc *' from the Confraternity of St* Catherine 
6f Olivella, with bases and capitals* {The granite 
one was cut up into four to heighten the others.) 
In the course of restoration fragments of plaster 
window-panels were found, proving, together with 
one found h: ;//ft at St, Giovanni degli Eremiti, that 
tills was the usual manner of filling the windows 
at that time. We know historically that at Mon- 
reale and the cathedral also the windows were 
closed with leaden slabs pierced with ornamental 
forms in the Eastern fashion. 

After the Sicilian Vciperi, in 1282, the parliament 
met in this church to receive the ambassadors of 
Peter of Aragon and to swear fealty to him. The 
Chapel of St. Benedict on the north, which masks a 
great part of the church, was put up in 1683, The 
great apse was then thrown down, and this work 
necessitated the destruction of part of the side apaes, 
4nd a few years later the high altar was put up ; 
though baroque in design it is beautiful by reason of 
the extjuisite colour of the precious Sicilian marbles 
of which it is constructed. In 1717 other baroque 
marble decorations were added. In 1728 some of 
the mosaics were restored, and in 1730 the rest of 
the ancient marbles disappeared. Fortunately conr 
sideratioris of expense caused the nuns to use the 
crosses of serpentine and porphyry as well as the 
$labs of marble with mosaic insertions beJonging to 
the old work, and they have been recovered atid 
placed on the waDs^ In 1738, when the pavement 
was remade, the ancient pavement of the atrium was 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



SICILX 

found beneath it. Two, of the smaller columns 
have Cufic inscriptions upon them. \ . . , 

The upper storey of the campanile and th^ cupola 
were damaged by an earthquake and taken down in 
1^26, Mongitore says that Fra Giacomo Amatp, 
a worthy architect, ** cried ''with grief" . over it, 
saying that the damaged foundations ought to have 
been looked to, not the top of the building. It hat 
i pointed arched entrance on the ground, and the 
first floor is decorated with inlays and the curious 
trarisrerse rtisticatloh often fbund round the'arch^ 
of the period. 

Another ancient churclv very much altered in 
latef* time^ is the church of La Magione^ founded in 
I r$o by Matteo Ajello, Admiral to Roger 11., whose 
son enriched it in 1194. 

' It ivas at first held by the Cistercians, but Henry 
VI. eiqjelled them because they favoured Tancred, 
and placed German's there instead. It was at ope 
time superior to the cathedral in richei and in the 
extent of its jurisdiction, and St. Giovanni dei 
Ldbbro^i was' under it. Works of restoration have 
revealed the existence .of a pointed wooden roof, 
apparently of the 14th century^ painted like that pf 
Lo Steri principally in red and white with coats of 
arms, and a broad cornice with Arabic letters, and 
of some frescoes ip the cloister. It !has three eastern 
apses and, pier* in the nave. The dome which they 
once supported ha^ been replaced by a waggon vault 
which covers the whole* nave. There are thre^ bays 
in it and the usual two steps to approach the solea, 
the space in front of the three apses. Alterations 
made in the 17th and i8th centuries damaged it, an^ 
finally, in th^ beginning of the 19th, a^ ridiculous 
and ugly Doric fa9kde wai added by I). Leopold de 
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Bourbon^ to provi4e a ^ggia for the .royal f^n(iily^ 
to use on tjie festival, of Corpus Domini. ', ,. 

All these churchy are of the kind of wKich th^ 
Norinahs found ren^ains When they came to Sicily. 
The principal divisions' internally were the, sgkf^ 
which divided the ^acrarium and fresbyterium frqm 
the nave or aisles by a low wall, a compartment oii 
the north called matroneum for women, the men 
being on the other side in a space called the sena- 
torium^ and the three apses, the two side ones of 
which were called diatonicon and protasis^ and were 
used for the sacred preparations. The exterior narthex 
divided the nave from the por^coes, ^n intermediate 
space for catechumens. The baptised entered t;(ie 
church by the central door. The "confe^ion," 
the semi-crypt in which the bodies of martyrs were 
placed beneath the altar, appears in the 8th century 
and disappears again in the 13th. The Normans 
found at Palermo a Greek archbishop, Greek priests 
at Troina, and six or seven monasteries in di&rent 
parts of the island. 

The ancient cathedral of Palermo was used as a 
mqsqiie by the Saracens, and thqugh restored and 
richly endoyvred by Count Roger it wa« not thought 
magnificent enough. King Roger therefore added 
Sta. Maria Incoronata, a chapel dedicated on 1 5th 
May, 1 1 29, where he was crowned two years later. 
Here also the two Williams^ the unfortuna^^ 
Tancre^ Henry VI., Frederick II., Manfred of 
Suabia, Peter of Aragon, and all the ^ragonese 
down to Martin wer? crowned. ; After, 1410 the 
kings of Sicily were crowned in Spain. Clpse to 
^he chapel ws^s a loggia in >vhich the king showed 
himself to the people, some remains of which, are 
still to be seen in the Via del Papiiretoi ' The chapel 
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itself w^ unfortunately destroyed in the bombard- 
ment of iS6o. The cathedr4l, a building quit^ 
southern in appeai-jiiide, owes' its erectioi> to^ an 
Englishman, Walter of th6 Mill, who was arch- 
bishop under the ,. two Williams, An inscription 
fortuerly existed fn the apse whicli gave the date oT 
ihe dedication of thfc cathedral to the Virgin of the 
Assumption as 1185. Tivb slender towers flank 
the apse, and two more very similar rise at the 
ahglfes of the Western facade. Three doors are in 
this facade: aboVe the centre one, is a ver^ rich 
two7lighl Gdthic vvrindow, whilie, above the side 
d6'br4 are large wJndows divided into lights with 
sliender cblumtis. This. fa9ade 'is of the^ early 
pa^'of thfe ;i4th tetitiiry. The bell tower, the 
lower part of wiiich dates from the 1 2th century^ 
similar in style, is on the other side of the' street, 
fbi^mlhg part of the archbishop's palace, which is 
united to the cathedi;al by two large arches thrown 
Across the Via Ntatrcjo Bonello. The soutk porch 
has a large central arch and two smaller archeis at 
the sides ; the gable, above has sunk panellingj of 
elaborate? Gothic design : it wais added in J 450. 
The door within, with the mosaic panel of jlie 
yirgih and Child, Is a little earlier. One of the 
column^ here ' bekrs , i Cufi'c inscriptipn,' and, no 
doubt, "came from' the old eathedfal. Round tl;ie 
top 6f the walls rims i fanciful battleinented cfe8tin|;, 
^nd , the east;ern , end' 'hsii 'inlaid arcading,. sbmetliing 
like tiiH at '^)Ibnreak: ^Thfc ^ exterior hiis many 
ciuribus incotisiftencies : for instance^ pointed arched 
panels with moulding^ enriched^ yvith the egg and 
dart^ 'Greek hbiieysuckle forms inlaid jtbove a corbel- 
ling the, arches upon which are pointed ami filled 
;n With Renaissatiee shell forms, and, on the north 
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side^ »iX)loBnade with an arch 'm> the ctnttt^ beneath' 
abrokesi pediment^ the architrave of the door^b^fieisth 
which, after pasaingi the oomery suddtnl/ shobts up 
inta a pointed arch^ termitiating in a scrolled key* 
stotne of late Reniiaiante type. 

The interior waa ruined by Ferdinand I. of 
Bonrbon, t^ works occupying thirteen^ years; and 
beiiig ^completed in: i8ou Ferdinand Ftlga 'Mis 
the instrmment. Ships* were laden with poi^hyry, 
granite^ jasper and lapis^lazuli to^n fmm wdllr aiSd 
paJKiement «nd sold ofcrt sea. The akifs- ^ituvrt ^ 
the Sicilian school disappeared or wer6{ destfdy'ed 
and the septdckral' slabs and monnmtents broken up. 
The only remaini of the ancient •splendoni' are the 
sepulchres of the kings in the first two chapels to the 
right of the nave: • : Of these; four consist of porphyry 
tombs under canopies axid t>*ro are of marbi^^— orte 
that of Constance^ df Aragon^ an antique sarco-' 
phagus with hunting scenes, and the other that of 
Diuke William, son -of' Frederick III. of ' Aragon. 
The. slabs with qrouching figures which suppdrtT 
King Rogo^s ; tomb show the height of Sicilian 
scidptuiie in the latter half of the i ath tentnry:^ 
The ilomb is of) simple fonn and* made of slabs of 
porphyry cemented together. Those of Henry Vl/ 
and Frederick II. came froih Cefalli, Whdre they* 
were firobabLy provided 'by Roger' for ^ himself and' 
hi8<wi&. He dibd^in Pftlertno,' and Was buried 
there in spite of the prbtesb of the bishops and 
canons of Cefalii« Frederick II.'s is sustained by 
four gkeat lions of porphyry seated on their haundies^ ;' 
on the cover are six cirdes canrod with ' the figures 
of thi^ Saviour, the Virgin and the Evahgelbtt'with 
their symbols. . The Joblumns and roof of the canopy 
are all of poi^>hyr||^ Henjy Vl.'s (from -which he 
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hod caic out the bonos of Tancred and hit eldest son) 
il 9in|il^» bat the cover of the tsccophagns it smoothy 
and it is not mpported on. lions bat on Jabs elegantly 
si^s^ped. That of Cotistanoe, hi* wife^ is later in 
date ; its canopy is of marble and this cokimns have 
insertions of mosaic like those of King Roger's 
omo^y*; These ton^bs were originally, near the 
Chfpel of the Saerament, bat in 1781 they had to 
be moyedy 4nd were then opened. . Frederick II. 
wa4 w<U^ .preserved He was wrapped < in a mantle 
embroidered with Arabic letters and designs ; the 
crownt sceptre and orb were laid beside him. With 
him weie found the bodies of Petctf II. of Aragon 
and of Dake William^ son. of Frederick II. > of 
Ai^9gon. Henry. Vh was wrapped iiia robe of 
yellow, silk) with the imperial mitre with Arabic 
inscriptions at his feet The sepakhres of King. 
Roger and his daughter had been already rifled of 
eprery thing valuable. , 

The choir is paved with porphyry iand verd- 
antique and has statues of the Apostles, by Gagini. 
Iju the treasure/ of the' sacristy there b a Gagini 
statue of the Virgin^ the crown of the Empress 
Conit^nce^ part of her diadetn,. a., piece of Henry 
ViJfs mantie, a fine ^Spanish pallium and MSS. in 
Greek, Latin ,aiid. Arabic, the earliest of which is. 
ci 1085. . On. the left ^11 of thq chapel of the 
kingffJt a St. Cecilia by Atitoniodi Crescenzio with 
a pi^tty^ ang^l playing the lute. 

A i holy-water basin and reliefs of the Passion of 
Chrilt by one of the Gagini and the stalls lof the 
choir are other noticeable .things remaining in the 
citthedral. To the right of the choir is thr chapel 
of Su. Italia, the tutelary saint of Palermo, whose : 
grottd is on.Monte Fellegrinc^. Her dirine, which 
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if cirried throvgh the streets in July^ is heaiy and 
QXOravagant' in.design, and wei^ over t^xm> ib/ 
of; silver. Thq orypt beneath the thair is thought 
by somp to be the most ancient church in Palennoij 
It, is. square, with eight columns of granite in the 
middle^ but may have been larger before the present 
cathedral wa^ founded.. The arches are very strong 
and are pointed now, though the capitals suggest 
Lombard carving. Twenty-four archbishops lie 
buried in it» some of them in early Christian sarco- 
phagi. { 

The cit^ of Palermo is divided into quarters by the 
Via Macqueda and the Corso Vittorio cmanuele, the 
jkncient Calsaro. They intersect at a piazza cilUd 
the Quattro Canti, already referred to, the coniefS; 
of which arei decorated with i/th-centary sci^pJ 
turei Quite close to this, in the Piazza Pretoria^ 
is a monumental fountain mad^ by the Florentines 
Michelangelo Vogherizzo and Francesco Camilliani 
in or about 1 5 50, who set to work ititending to surpass 
the fountain of Orione upon which Montorsoli was* 
then engaged; It is of Carrara marble, and is nearly 
400 ft round. and 35 ft. high. Fifty-six jets throw 
water from figures, monsters and heads in the fHesfe. 
It has quite a population of statues, s6me half and 
many full lengfth, and cost 20,000 scudi« It Was the 
gifl of Don Pictro Garcia of Toledo, the Viccroy-j^ 
who straightened and opened a new piece of tibe' 
Cassaro! towards the sea in the hope of Uniting' Ikk 
name to it 

In the lower part of the city are several odkdr 
interesting churches, such as Sti Francesco, which 
has a fine but. rather over-decorated Gothic rose 
window in the £i9ade (the eight Moorish columns 
once in the doorway are now in the inuseum). A 
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church in which the Council of Tiiovi m^t until the 
Comouine had a house of -its oym^ and in the<»nvetit 
swnlixed to Yfhhkh the rHouse of Deputies made by 
the Cotiltitutibn.of 1812 sat. St. Agoltiiio, aboire 
the^Via Maoqueda^.has a similar &9ade^ "built ih 
l27.8,44ndalso aside door of >gfcat b^saut^v made' in 
1 506^ .the. rich, atvmg of which recalls the ilesfgn 
of Spanish embroiderieSjof the period. J The interior 
ha< befoi quite spoilt by alterations made iir 1637.- 
St. AnionsQ ift another church: of the lame times, 
now much restored and modernised. The little, 
ch<irciif of. Sta« Maria xiella Catena^ so 'dillod becatise 
th< 9hain:wit}t. which the harbour iWlM^j^esbd ar 
night was. i^tached: there, datesi from' ^e> end of 
the Aragonese d^ruflsty^ but stands oa die «te of ah 
older chuDQh of the same name« • It has ai ciinous 
mi^vure offlate<Gotluc and Renaissamde forms which 
is not u^ptleasitig. The columns of! the nave arcade 
ar^ Classic in.intentioiL; the quaidoripartite! vaulting 
fyom , the c^k ateps eastward is I'aised $nd the iwalk 
above the< trgnBrerbe irches are pierceid 'widi Gothic 
tciK«eried. opening^, the apse' arches abe, pointed^* 
while thoise of ithe nave arc^e 'are segmental^ 
moulded ,on stUtisfgs, .down wliich the mouldings- 
reiium. , .Jn.rjthe, Gothic chapel at' t)ie end of f the' 
soc^ aisle are' two, columns of cipbUino' riMo, of 
which, there ai^ only three bthersS in (Western 
Europe. St. Giaoomo. alia. Marina^ called ako Sta. 
M^ia No0Vj^> h^.ia .fii9ade so muchiike it ai ta> 
make one think die same architect was re^nsible 
for both qhurchesk : 1 rfu 

'St.i DomenLco isfan enormous i7thf<!eiitury€hofchy > 
capable ipf liolding 1 2,000 people^ • and the West* * 
mii^Hef Abbey of falermo, where many fdistinguiahed 
men are. buried. Its cloister is not nmch latef than 
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"Norman tjjtnes. Below it. is Sta. Cita, in wKifh i|> 
sofi^e good Renaissance sculpture by the*Gagini, 
especially behind the' high altiar, where tjicre is ai> 
arch decorated \yith arabesques and with two saipts 
in the spandril?, beneath which Is a nativity in the 
centre and a saint on cither side m a shell-headed 
niche ; a half-length angel in a circle holds a crown 
above, and below is a predella of evangel iata who 
sit writing, resting their books upon their symbols^ 
fiankjng the tabernacle f^or the host ; there is a frieze 
of cherubs and an upper storey with the death of the 
Virgin, She lies in a tester bed with the curtains tied 
up. Higher etill is God the Father above another 
cherub frieze. Saints flank the central composition 
under arches and angels are mastheaded on Renaiisance 
pinnacles— a very grandiose and successful composi- 
tion* In a chapel at the end of the south aisle a an 
altar to St. Eustace, also fine. A large arch with 
arabesques and half- figures of kings and saints spans 
the space ; m the tympanum the Emperor Octavian 
kneels before the Cumsean Sibyl. The figures are in 
high nslief upon a ground which has a ftne Bur- 
gUTidian pattern incised. There are also several 
tombs. The Gaginj are seen at their best in this 
church which belonged to the Luccheae. 

Nearly opposite is SS. Annunziata with a pretty;, 
Renaissance fa(^ade bearing on it the emblems of its 
dedication, made in 1497 by "Maestro Gabriele de 
Roma, Palermitan". The entrance is through the 
Conservatory of Music, which has an early door 
decorated with Norman zigzags, and occupies the 
place of the cloister where on 8th September^ 15 17, 
some Palermitan nobles assembled with the captain 
of the city, William Ventimigliaj before going, into, 
the churchy where they killed Giovanni Luca 
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Sqaarcialapo and several of hit supporters in an 
unsuccessful rebellion, with the approval of the 
Viceroy Pignatelli. ' . 

On the other side of the piazza at the side of SS. 
Annnnziata is the church of St. Giorgio dei 
Genovesi, which has the^ curious feature of the 
arches being sustained \>y groups, of four columns in 
place of pien. It dates from 1 591. Before 1576 
there was a church of St Luca , here. A little west 
lies the cfhurch of St. Nicol6 dei Greci, arranged for 
the ritual of thfe Eastern Churdi^ Other churches 
which may^ be mentioned ire St. Nicol6 d' Alber- 
gada, belbwthe Via B^enfratelli, which has a Norman 
tower formerly a watch-tower of the ancient port^ 
Sta. Maria di tutte le Grazie, near the Piazza 
Rivoluzione;, with a 1 5th-century Gothic fa9ad^ 
and the mohastery church, ** Delia Gancia,'* a 1 5th- 
century building with Gagini sculptures and carved 
stalls and a fine Spanish -looking side door. The 
monks of thh monastery took an active part in the 
revolution of i860. In the church of riedigrotta, 
by La Cala, is the great tei'minal in form of an eagle 
which decorated the poop of the Sicilian captain's: 
galley at the naval battle of Cape Corvo, where the. 
Admiral Octavitls of Aragon defeated the Turkishi 
fleet. ^ 

In 'the centre of the. triangular Piazza della 
Rivoluzione, where the i-evolutionary standard was 
unfiirled in 1 848, is a grotesque figure known as the 
G^iiius of Palermo. This statue was removed in 
18^9 by the Bourbon government, but restored in 
1 860 by the, people. The piazza was formerly 
called Fiera Vecchia, or ancient market. In the 
Piazta Croce dd* Vapri, not far away, is the marble 
column with a cross erected in 1737 to the memory 
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of the French who are said tp have been bufiedhore 
In izSa. T<he original ia in th;: moaeuniy this ia.a 

copy. 

The Fiaxza Marina, in which h the fonniam *' Del 
Garaffb/* made by Amato in 1698 and i^am^d from 
the Arabic "El Gharaf" (a bowi of water)^ occupies 
the site of the ancient ajsenal. The Giardini Gari- 
baldi are in the centre, and round and near k are a 
few ancient palacei. Of these the most important 
is the Palazzo Chiaramonte, called Lo Steri^ com'- 
menced in 1507 by Manfred of Chiaramonte, Count 
of Modica, on the foundations of the ancient mariae 
villa of the Saracen princes in the suburb of Kh-tleia 
or Kalsa (Arabic, the pure, or the excel lent), and com- 
pleted in 1380* 

The great room haa a fine wooden ceiling, panelled 
and painted with coats-of-arms, hunting scenes, battles 
and grotesques. In 1391 the house became extinct 
through the ill-judged ambition of Andrea Chiara- 
monte, who, being vicar of the kingdom, thought to 
make himself king. He was beheaded in front of his 
own house, and, his property being coniiscatcd, the 
palace became the residence pf kings and royal princes. 

This was the period { 1 4 1 2) when Bernardo Cabrera,, 
Count of Modica, Chief-Justice of the kingdom, nearly^ 
succeeded in carrying off the queen, Bianca of Navarre,; 
whom he wished to force to marry him* She with 
her ladies escaped in vtry light costume to a galley 
in the port^ and only just in time, for he foand hei^ 
bed still warm* 

Hither in Charles V/s tim.e a parliament was sum- 
moned which should have then met in the Palaizo 
Ajutamicristo ; here in 1 5 1 7, the Viceroy Pignatelli 
was besieged by the populace who threw the judgesi 
jVom the windows on to the pikea ,of the qpwd, i^ 
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dWlng the plagfie of k:575;thoie who transgressed 
k:h6 'sanitary la\Vs \^ere khroWn from the top of' the 
palace near the clgck tpwen Hitjier in the 17th 
«iiltiiry * the ;Iriquiritfi6ii' Ws V^nSper^red froin the 
Palaaio' Bologni, the grouiid 'ftpoir being Reserved 
fbif'^j^isoni. ' Tlit colpmh t6 Which the;^ say the 
accused Were fksteiied for torturing,"and ah iron hook 
which was one of the implements^ are still there. The 
worst dnngeon was called Filippino, l>ecaasc Philip 
ill; prepated it for felons. When the Inquisition 
was abolished, in 1782, bj^ the Viceroy Don Carac- 
ciolo, he opened the prison doors himself* There 
were only a moiik and an old woman within. The 
archives were burnt in the piar^a for three days, ^nd 
only one cartload of documents was saved, which aire 
now in the Communal Hbraryj thanb to a bookseller 
named Angclini. The last nuto-fid-fi took place in 
1 725 in the Pi3Z?.a St. Erasmo, where the Villa Giiilia 
now b. The victims were an ex-friar of the Atigus- 
tines of Cahania^ttaj atld his loVer Geltrude Maria 
Cordoraria "tcrzieria". The palace is noi^ tie 
tribunal and court of assize, ^^^ , f 

Behind, in the direction of La Kal^a, was the most 
conspicuous part of Mussvilman Palermo after the 
Cassaro. O f t his I bn H au kal says : ' * One d ay | fo un d 
myself near the hoijse of A bu- Mohammed -el-Cafn - 
el-Ouataik, the lawyer^ I observed from his moatjue 
in the space of a bow-shot ten other mosques, one 
facing the other with a street bet Ween, I asked him 
why it was so, and he ansvvered that here, from 




brdihers; 'Whbste! 'Ho'dsds vtrer^ io ' hear that^ the. ' wallil 
tbttfched,tb'nttk<ih'mbsqilfe'ea(::hfoi'himtett^ " 
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" Htsfe b tkt fine late Go^Kic Pilazzoi Ai>ateffi, biiilt 
in, 14.95 by Francesco Patelltyi who beqaeatUedUt 
to the Churchy a ccinvent 'nn^'r59^ and a litdc 
fortheif on^ iii Sta./ Maria della Victoria^ behind the 
altar in the ftrst chapel to the rri^t {now arranged 
to turn on one side at ,will),'il'a<stn)hgtai)d anckttl 
gate of woody (probably of the 'lith century, and a 
pointed arch above, which . may go back to the 
fonndatiouvof the Khilesa, that b. to <say^ 937 A^ft. 
This g(Me.it. bdielned to be tfaf oiie through^ whicH 
Count Rog^r entered >Paleraio. * Qthei^ i intfer^ifag 
palaces are the Palazzo Sclafani, near the Piaiusa Vit^ 
fcoria^ bttik m 1930 hy M^tceb Sdafand,^ Cotnt^ of 
Adriano^ and finished in a year^.as the ator^ goeiy 
in rivilry v\;ith die Chiaramonte, ivscd as aMhospital 
from the Jijth century onwards, and na^ a catoraeJ 
It. has ^ interesting early fije^oo of the 'Triumph 
q£ Deathly Antdtdo Crescenzib, a! Palehnitan artifCy 
who ^aa inscribed ihis name on. the^skeve of oneoif 
the figures supposed to be hit>owil>portrait. • Death 
is a skeleton OB a- white horse whidii gallopv madl^ 
onovet '^ crowd of- persons^ eiAperors^ ponies, kih^ 
(Jueeni^ ptiikret^majgistrates^Hvariionj coiiitito,poopli 
of i all ages afid ixmditioins. it ^ was restored at thd 
beginning ^dC the i^tlf ceiituf^ !by a .man 'ydio^^re: 
the ii^nie b£*Velaaqo^ but'hadnot the.tdeatof the' 
great; Spainiaiid.* Thcf eaj^ with • tUe ^haiie a|bove 
the spath dooi* is . a sculpture of. fionajnto r^I^iBaho V 
carved' hn^t^^g^rv . ,i^ :■»' :• j .! I'lv. " ■• r. •• 

The Palazzo Ra&dalli; has a i Gothic ^screen virall,. 
and ift built on part of the ancient wall of Jf alaiasa;^ 
and the Pahizzo Ajutamicristdwas built at 'the> tend 
of the i5th century by; Matt^ Cfa-nevali Ajuu- 
mkaristoy; Baron bf Misilmeri; This last ^^howi 
SpanJsh^^influeiicQ inJiis dcugn^f.'^Ncaflrjtotkbi^aiasaO' 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



SICILY ' 

Sckfani w.the little'Spankh chapel of ** Del Solidod," 
which ' owns the famjons image of Chk'ist lying on a 
Her which i^ ' carried > round the dtf m the ^eat 
Good Friday procession. The CattoHca palace iri 
the Via Cintorina^iiow occupied by business houses 
and called <;Pdaszo Briuccia, has one 'of the iinett 
cortile? in -all. i 'Italy^ reminding one of Paolo 
Veronese'* backgrponds. At t^ corner of the 
archiepiscopal ^akce is. a Gothic window; In the 
Piazza Croce de'.Vespri is the Palazzo. St. Remy in 
whiiok St. Remy, assistant to 'Charles of Anj6u, lived 
at that tiiiie. ' ■.. . \ ', ..'-:. i . •..;■■■ 

In the Municipb is sc Greek statute of Apdlo and 
^wo Roman . pocu^ statues ; the University has 
impoftant naturid, history collections,v j^nd the 
Biblioteca Comunale^ has a valuable 'collection of 
books, and MSSi vehdng to Sidlian history p but 
the principal collection is the Mnseo Vazioiialey 
housed ih the suppressed monastery c^the Filippmi.' 
It is a very mixed collection, cotnpnsing ob^cts df 
the greatest interest, chief among' which are the 
(celebrated n^etopes from the tempks of Sdinunt, 
discovered^ by the EngHsh architects Anfell and 
Etfansi i These comprise diree extremely archait 
pandls re pres enting Hercules Mielam|r|r^ ifnth the 
Cercopes, Perseus beheading Medusa, and a quadi 
nga, perhaps t\k contest of Pelopi against i£n6maus, 
two.firagknents of metopes of a rather later date, and 
four more in which the art of sculpture had^ nearly 
reached its full r development; lid these, though the 
greater part is carved in yellow tufa^ the flesh of 
the fenlale:figure!s is inhnd' in marble^ The subjects 
are Hercules, ria^ing Hippolyta, 2^s and ricra^ 
Actaeon and Diana, and Athene slaying ^Eneeiadttt. 
Other architectural fragments ate. in the ianie fbom, 
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whtdh. also show traces of stucco and colour. Many 
otho: ^intiques are in different rooms, of very rarions 
degrees of merit, and one lafge hall contains thie 
mosaic pavements fotind in 1 869 in the Piazza della 
Vittoria. Among the bronzes is a very fine colossal 
ram fron^ the' castle at Syracuse, one of the finest 
.bronzes in existence. Vases both antique and of 
the Arab period, coins, vestments, portions of painted 
Arab roofs, tnetal work, and a large number of un- 
interesting pictures, among whichy however, are two 
or three gems, make up the collection. The finest 
is a. small triptych, probably by Mabuse, or Jacob 
.Cornelissen ; Adam and Eve in* a richly peopled 
Paradise on the outside, and within a Madonna 
enthroned with the infant Christ, and on the wings 
St, Catharine and St. Dorothea. A very fine work 
indeed. It is in a brown case coveied- with leather 
and with Gothic ornaments, probably of the date of 
the. picture. A fine portrait by Holbein and one or 
t^/iQ!good pictures dou^ully ascribed to great names 
arp also in. the same room. The qourtyards are very 
•picturesque, the green of tropical vegetation contrast- 
ing with the .carved stone of the architectural frag^ 
n^ent^ and the marble figures preserved here vety 
pleasantly. The port is {Picturesque with shipping, 
and' defended on the further side by Fort Castella- 
.ma^ey above which risea the mass of Monte PeUe- 
gtino, while beyond the Porta Felice at the bottom 
of the Cassaro is a fine promenade by the sea leading 
to the Villa Giulia and the adjacent Botanic Gardens, 
filled with flowers and shady trees. The Vilk 
Giulia was made in 1777 under the viceroyalty of 
Don Marcantonio Colonna, Prince of Stigliano, who 
^i&hed to embellish the town and. give work to the 
people, while glorifying his own name^ It is named 
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irofh his Wifs, bot tke reftl credit of the sokeme 
belongs to tKe then prastor of the chy^ Don Antonio 
Lagina, Marquis of Regalinici and ^nce of Oorini. 
The central fountain is crowned by an Atl;^ carfftng 
a dodecahedron on which thle astronomer Ab'bot 
Lorenso Federici tx^ced twelve sundials^ mirking 
hours and half-hmirs according to the system then 
in tise;. Around are four hemicydes domed smd 
decorated- in the Pompeian style. The group of 
the brothers Cdnatis^ by Civiletti, which obtained 
t^ medkl of honour at the Paris Eathibitioii le^ 
1878, is one of -the ornaikietotB of thegarddus wkidi 
are considered to be among the most beautii«il iii 
Italy. The adjoining botanic garden has mimy 
palms and other tropical plants in it, atid by way of 
contrast^ a few years ago a stiall sioldy holly i^Urs«d 
up in a pot liiight be seen. At the odler end •€€ 
fehetown is the Giardino Inglese^ and La Pa>9^ri«a^ 
n royal chateau with extensive gro«inds 3 miles fratk 
^hc Porta^Macquedayis also Opentto the public dt^. 
Beftn-e treating of the environs^ ^a wk>rd or tv^ 
may be given to the Palermixan ^' giarrey'' (or 
reserVoirs^ ou/tious erections built or copkd from 
the/ Arabs/ 20 ft. high or niore, and looking like 
if regular tbwers of crumbling plaster and bkiekwoirk 
bdkrded with maidenhair and dripping with m^tUM. 
Th^fite are Itiindreds of them^ and their object is ID 
give firesh impetus to the ^ater brought by tkt 
aqUeddct from the mountains. 
. The carts used by thle peasants are unlike thoi^^ 
aniy'other: nationality, aai^d their makerrmdy lay duilt 
to the name olf avtisus to a ooniiderable degiioe. 
They are all of the same pattern, though Var]pikg 
ill dstaib.; pakited bright yellow with nd bimii 
andfgroenbpottiings. The axle is a iwrt of friexe^ 
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wood ind iron pkittted the sane colottrs and vefc 
preinitMig ^loiigbty birds, flowers tmd ddwr things^ 
mined wtth tfcroUst Anocfacr strip of a Miirila# 
pMttem sonetUncs hangs at the back o( the oart,. UUe 
a stiff cdrtattt^ The harness is eihbroiddred with 
wo<^ wkh pomponii dnd copper or britt dists; 
The c6llar tS' like atoweiv ornatnentiid with nails 
and l^edes of lo6kiilg-gla» and croifcnaed with fi 
btinch of •oifiet phmcs^ 30 ih. or «o abovd ^the 
horse's back. Eadi'tfidd'^ the cait is dindiid into 
tfh) pmeh^ with ail soiits of histoncai smi legchidksiry 
SBbfdcdf pamied'therekmv tsthod in wotfds of bkci 
htters. Such-subjects 'Occur as The Rapb of tfitn'opa^ 
The Boming of Tro7^ The T^ojim Horsey .Rohind at 
Rx>iiccs?anx^ Rojand^ Sounds hil Horn^ Gharleinagne 
and hia Peers^ Tins Trealoui of Ganelon> OHvev-s 
BfMf ArchbiAop Tukpin's Benedicttony Rinaldo 
croikifed' EndperOT^lof Tvebkond^ The Ii4Uidtn^ of 
RbdofOionki ni<France^ Angeltci at P«ri8*^^J4ftoiki legeil* 
dwy hinoryi^^ The Coromttson of King Rogdv, 
Bona p art e at Aftolay The Retreat fh>m* Motioow^ 
The Adiedxof theiOld Gnard, The Landing of 
tbd Thensaiid at Marsida^ The Entry . cf Napoleon 
HL iirto Italy, Napoleon llh giving up his* Sword 
t^i^diHant^^om inore >or kbs .authentic hastdiTk 
j^firaUy pidtums/i attaeks of brigands, religkms sub*^ 
JBcCs, etc., ialso* < appeir in be wiUering vai^iety. ^he 
fiAsjects are gmieraUy selected by the .owner o£ the 
darc^ abid'the pcnnte^s are paid from yatp 8^<lire» 
1^ whole cart i€D8ts: about ^50 lire. It may b^ 
iaked'h^jlw thd ordinary' people in a country v^hkk 
has^«Ddi adar^ number ^ illiterates as Sicily hai|^ 
Ibooome iacquaintedi Wit)it liach a range of legenditsy 
ktories^iand th^ranswef is thi^ first, the pdUic stoi^ 
tetter/ «hr<^P9ntdstbhie,?''nn6^cxtiict in the islanfd 
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and may often be -seen and heard ^neair the harbour 
in Palermo, the attentive circle of listena» rewarding 
him with a few centesimi each when he .has finished 
the recital of some stirring episode, and second; that 
the populace is devoted to the marionette theatre, in 
which the whole of the Charlemagne epic is gone 
through. There are nine such. theatres in Palermo 
alone, and others at Catania (5), Messina (2), Alcamo 
and Caltanisetta. The entrance fee k- from a penny 
up to fourpence for the best placies. . 

Other strange sights to the English eye are the 
itinerant sellers of various kinds of articles widi their 
paraphernalia^ ^ Such, for instance^ as a bakery on 
wheels, furnace and all,; with its t6p decorated by a 
row of twists, a boot haiwker^carrying a bamboo with 
boots hung on it as thick as> grapes on a stalk (his 
customers try them on in thePstreet), water selkrs 
with water barrels ^m a trolley drawn by a. donkey, 
charcoal sellers With their stock on aisimilar trolley 
about 7 ft. by 2 ft., linen drapers caj-rying their goods 
on their heads, done t^ in a dust sheet ! These may 
be seen at Syracuse, but the Palermitan hawkers are 
just as curious and picturesque. The* sponge seller, 
for instance, with his )person neailly covered with 
strings of sponges, dependent from every available 
point, the for seller with skins of. many kinds dangp 
ling from his back and arms, skins of cat^ goat 'and 
sheep, puppy, rabbit, and rat ; the water seller,. who 
cries ^ acqua fresca^" With bright painted table with 
brass-mountings, on which are arranged tumblers, 
bottles of syrups, and a pitcher which recalls Greek 
pottery by its shape. And some of the siiops or 
stalls are as unusual and delightful-r-the public, cook 
shops with large pc»rcelain stoves and collections of 
the strangest odds and ends. which appear to .torn 
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out excdlendy when nicely fried in thin . batter- ^ 
the small wine shops, where excellent Marsala mty 
be had iibr a penny a glass^ and above all the Grmt 
stalls^ often placed beneath dark archways whidfr 
throw out the jewel-like colour of their heaped-up 
fruit and vegetables in the most charming maanierv 
helped- very olten by: the ^steata i^<:ooked vegetabkl 
from great >copper cauMrons in the foreground. 

Outside the dt^ the principal objects of interest 
are Mobreal^ the various palaces of the Norman 
khigs^ and SantQ Spirito^ where thd Sicilian Vespers 
began. An electric tram runt to Monreale through 
the Porta Nuova and lands the traveller in the piazza 
just Qutnde the cathedral. The graceful Renaissance 
portico 1 081 : this side of the church, beneath which 
is the bronze door made by Barisano of Trani,^ 1/rho 
nsade the. door of the cathedral at Ravello in 1179, 
and que at Trani of the same ^ate^' viras finished in 
I562y''and' is'tbe work of Palermitan sculptors (a 
deed of 1547 gives the names ^ Giovanni, Fazio 
and Vincenzo Oagiiii), ,and the rFaniese arms t^pon 
it were coloured by Qian Antonio Nicdosi. The 
columns and capitals are a last relic of the portico 
tx»und the piazza of the Porta del Puradiso. The 
gmat west door was made by Bonannus of Pisa 'in 
1. 1 86,. but the knocksr k Sicilian work. Both ai« 
quainf and curious bits of bronze casting, with finely 
carved and inlaid door«^posts. In fcont of the latter 
is a fine wrought railing, rather Spaonish in design* 
The external deooratioA of the apses still remains, 
intersecting arcades and rosettes of dark stone, with 
pointed ardiei of a flatter curve benleach : the in* 
equality of the two: curved forms produces rather a 
curious effecc. The cothedtal was commenced in 
1 174, arid it is said that Matteb d' Ajello induced 
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WiHkoi IL to found the archbiahopric to spite hit 
nval Qffamtlio. The plan it a Lada crass,; and the 
lunre arcade consists oinina columns of oriental ^nite 
on one side and eight, with one of dpplHno, oxk iha 
qther. The aave is three times the width of the 
^iaks and the soka is raised by hvc steps; The caps are 
Rmnan in stylo, some Corinthian, some Commits. 
The sanctuary is diVidedanto three ; the centi^l part 
CGonmunicates with the sides by smaller archesriesting 
upon twin granite colmnnsg Porphyry coAoiknettct 
are inserted in the angles (^ the apse and the tri- 
umphal arches. The high altar is beneath the 
triumphal arch, rabed on eight steps, and , on each 
side against the piet is a throne, one for the king and 
one fbr the archbishop,, with fine, inlaid marble bacb 
to them, and pierced . parapets of elaborate design at 
the side of seats and steps* Above the royal t^ae 
is a moMic showing King William > receiving the 
crown ftom Christ. In the same costume' as King 
Roger wears m thcr Martorana mosaiq, above the 
oth(3r he is shown offering the cathedral to the 
Virgin. The arches are all pointed and stilted, and 
the wajls are sheeted with marUe in the lower part, 
the slabs being surmounted by a frieze, a. row, of 
Saracenic trefoils of whit^ marble upon a ground 
of mos^lic, and covered with mosaics above. At the 
back of the apse, in> the ancient position, is the sea^t 
of white marble^ seated ki which the fiast archbishops 
hold their tribunal. 

The subject of the mosaics, of which there* are over 
7o,OQO' 9<^ h^ is the .Triumph of Christianity^ m 
prophecy, iaMfilment, and in the majesty of th^ 
Chttrch founded by Christ. The walls of the gc^at 
cross and of the- nave, bean (Subjects from OldTesta^ 
ment history and the prhicifml ievonts in the Iffb.of 
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Ckritt, while on the soUa and the ttactaaf y are ^oV 
jects from the Acts o£ the Apostles and figures of 
aageky prophets^ pamarchs and saints of everf kind^ 
magnifying the triumphs of the Orthodox Chufch* 
The okossal half^figure of Christ in the< central ^temi? 
dome has written on the open book» in Gveek and 
Latin, *^ I am the Light of the world, who folk>ws 
Me does not walk in darkness". These m6sai<ts 
have been restored many timesi. The first sertout 
restoration took place between 149*5 and 1^0^^ 
when a Monreal^se, Masi di Oddo, undertook the 
work as well as the building of a new sacristy, and 
was assisted by his sons and son-in-law, hb brother 
and his nephews. The pavement dates from the 
time of Alessandro Farnese for the most poft. b 
was finished by Cardinal Torres, who cleared '^iway 
the many side altars which then encumbered ckv 
nave. . . ' j 

In the right transept are the tombs of Wtll^am 
IL, the founder, and of his Either, William L The 
latter is of' porphyry like the tombs of the kings 
in Paleomo Cathedral, and had, like them^ a*canop^' 
supported on columns^ This, howevier, was br^k^n' 
when the fire occurred in 1811, which desiroyed 
nearly the whole roofi The sarcophagus of William 
IL was made in 1575, at the expe|[i9e oi Uida^ 
vico Torres, thed archbishop ; his tomb tail thea^ 
had been only of brick and plaster. Other ^ mem^ 
belt of his family who were buried here wem his 
brothers, Roger, E)uke of Apulia, who died i» 1 160^ 
and Heniy, Prince of Capua, who died' in n^b^ 
and, his mother, Margaret, whp died i*n i \%^, The^ 
aocient burial-place of the kin^ was 8t. Mvy^ 
Magdalene at Palermo, but in 11 87 Ardhbidibp 
Walter translenred them to his new .cathedital^ afta^ 
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WUltam had thote of hia own immcdtate fim^ity re- 
morcd to Monresile. The royal palace (now'town- 
)UkU and aeminary) was once attached to. the churchy 
a&d the kings went to the services by a private 
paisage, but no trace of it was Ibund when this part 
of the palace was demolished. At the end of the 
north aisle the Cappella del Crocefisso contains two 
small doors with carved wooden panels^ and in the 
adjacent archiepiscopal chapel are wood-carvings of 
scenes from the Passion, both worthy of notice. 

In the north transept is a sarcophagus containing 
the viscera of Stk Louis, whose body rested here for 
some time befbre being carried to France* The 
roof is of wood, paint^ and gilded, but the two 
side apses are vaulted. The mosaics in them re* 
present Christ in the centre and cherubim in the 
comers. There are cracks in the wall o[ the north- 
ern one. Close to William IL's tomb is a double 
ring of sacring bells, with twenty-eight bells in the 
outer ring, and twelve in the inner. 

The Benedictine monb brought by William 11. 
at the foundation of the monastery came from La 
Cava, and in the vestibule is a picture by Giuseppe 
Velasquez which shows the legend of its foundation : 
William II. sleeping beneath the carob tree where 
the Virgin appeared to him, pointing out the trea* 
sure beneath, which served for the foundation of 
the basilica. 

The cloisters are on the south side of the cathe^ 
dral, and are worthy of their reputation as some 
of the most beautiful in existence. The central 
area is laid out with palms, aloes and yuccas upon 
a ground of ^ large sedum, rdieving the warm grey 
of the arcade inlaid with lava, and the brilliancy of 
the coupled columas of weathered. marble, many of 
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them inbid with mosaic. The capitals ztt carvtd 
very beautifully, and are better than contemporafy 
i^ork on the mainland. ' One -k signed by the 
sculptor, '^Ego Romanut filius Costantini marmdi*- 
arkrs,*' the ninth on the north-eastern Side. It 
shows William II. ofFeiing the cathedral to th* 
Virgin. In one coriai^ is the beautiful lavabo, a 
zigzagged column with a ^owntng feature consist- 
ing of heads and scrolls, from which the water fallv 
in small jets into a biasiil, surrouikled by a simtlar 
arcade. When the coupled columns reach an angle 
they are doubled and the fbur are carved with ex- 
quisite arabesques, which give a further tharm to 
the cloister. A curious feature of the arches is the 
large round inner moulding, which is not supported 
at all by the caps and gives an aspect ofincOmpletion 
to the arcade. Under each cap is a plate of lead. 
A similar expedient v^as adopted by the Moors at 
Granada. There? are 216 columns in the circuit 
of the doistcr/ 

Above the southern arcade rises the Wall of the 
donnkory above the refectory, now only an arca- 
ded screen wkll with alternate shafted windows and 
simibr panels without xolumns. : From a terrace 
beyond a fine view of the valley may be had, ^nd 
firom the piazza one looks across the Conca d*orO 
and past Palermo to > the sea, since the town lies on 
a Ipur of Monte Cuccio about the centfe of the 
mountainous semidrcle which girdles the plain. 
T&e most cof^spicttous building in the city is^ neither 
royal palace nor cathedral, but a huge modeim 
theatre of ungtacefU oudine, a symbol of tttddem 
life and its reqairemtents. The inhabitilnts are 
obliged to keep their windows shut when the lemon 
and orange, ti'ees afe in bloom, «he scent fix>m' these 
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^y^.pth^r «(>Ke9t-HneIling flow«n being so itroag a$ 
lA h^: oy]9r|H>w^ing, The abbey of St, Martin, 
above Monreale, h said to be one of tWe< founcbd 
l^ Gw^gory tjw Great in the 6th century (then ciiM 
%%, Nfoninp della ScaU), who was son of a ceKain 
Si]yia» a Pal^rmitan Udy, tainted like her aon for her 
yirt»tt. It lies in the Ynihy anciently called 
** Qeroizia ". , A gteot part of the boildings a«e nQW 
OR^p^ by an agricultural college, and nothing 
Be($4ins earlier than the i8th century except the 
st^la^ which are of the i6th, and a holy -water 
b»|in. of 1396. The grandiose staircase by Vio- 
cnn%Q M^ryuglia, an equestrian statue of St. Martin 
by Mar^bitti, find the carved stalls of the choir 
^r^j what people go to see. The valuable, lihriny 
haft *be^n (removed to Palermo. • 

rOne of the palaces of the Nornjan kinga may be 
yjisUed on the way back to Palermo, by making a 
4i9t0))r to Altarello di iBaida. Itis supposed to koi^ 
been the one called Mimnermus, attribttttd to King 
R^qr by achronicler. The remains much sesemble 
those of La Zisa, but are coarser in workmanahipu 
Am inscription over the door of the chapel recovdA 
it94i'efttpratioo<in;i49:3 by the Anchbishop of^akfmo< 
llbe aj;qhei of the sid^ niches we hone-shoe iniahapA, 
a/Moorish detail not met with elsewhere in Sicily. 
From thi^ plftcisi a cross «oadi conducts to La Ziaa 
(Arabic, f* El Aasiw," palace of delights); Builtjfcy 
AVilUam I, between iii^^and 1166, it was.fmiahed 
by his ^Qn . Thereiis a po^Hiiar legend that theflhadles 
ci the Nounin kings n^ly be seen to issue from the 
vesmbule,; goi^ously clothed, and. pi^ooeed to the 
garden, to ! seek the mystmous.treairaie of La..Zisa. 
It on<^e stood in the midst of a apaciooA^ )gairdes^:full 
of ihiit tvees^ and watered by perpeteualt springsy and 
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Albcrti desogjhet it, and a bcantifal pavilion iiv th^ 
midit bf a lakc^ in whiok tlie ladiea of the palace 
used to pais the heats of tunmner. It novr &co$ on 
to a dull piaxza, and nothing remains of the gairden 
but one stxNie pine at the side. .BattkmenCs surmount 
the wall| upon which there is an Arabic insciiption 
much ddaced. 

The wall b panelled with a pointed arched arcade, 
asd from the ground floor the h^U is entered by thcce 
pointed arches which gave access to a corridor-n^fthe 
centre -one has been lowered,. Jipparently in Spanish 
times, when also the closing grille was probably* made. 
The entrance arches are linked by. two columns on 
each side, and at each projecting angle of the GredL 
csoss which' forms the plan of the hall a colonnette 
IS inserted. There aire< thi)ee> deep alcoves vaulted 
With stsdactitie vaulting ; the one Bicingythe door is 
occupied by a fountain with. miied,Ar^ and Norman 
details* The lowies part of the walls is covered with 
bine Spanish ciles^ and the waU^pands were once of 
veined masble witl^^ bordets ofi marble mosaic, but 
the walls, have, been daubed over with lyth^ 
century firescoes, to die great detriment of the effect. 
Above the fimo^in is a mosaic panel of three circlet, 
tH^ of which are filled by tree^ with peacocks by 
thein, while in the centre are two archers, instead ; 
above it is a frieze of the sanie .material, which is 
oitridd ^11 rottod tlie room on a lower level. The 
water runs across the marble pavementr in a sunk 
du<na|eli1vi^ two squaj^e basins, which become oata«- 
gonal below the sur&ce of the water. Behind the 
^^ce* is a^ wretched, fountain of the> period of the 
Spanish restoration. Negocr to the Porta Nuova 
isi La Qub% one q£ William;.- {ii's palaces, now a 
4xvz\xy barrack. A .Gnfic inscription on the firtev^ 
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gives the name of William 11., ^nd the date of 1180. 
Its name comes from tlie Arabic ^* Conbbah,^' mean- 
ing lakelets or ponds, it was a ix^al' castle down to 
the 1 6th centurjv and at that time the great fish-pond 
was still intact though empty* The outside kae the 
usual pointed arciding. The lower storey is' vaultsed 
with a flat arched vault, and on the first floor is a 
little courtyard with a niche in it filled towards the 
top with interlacing patterns and arabesques between. 
Close by is the < office of the head saddler, '^' Capq 
Sellaio". A pavilion belonging to tins palace is 
known by the name of " La Cubola ". It itands in 
an orange garden half a mile nearer* Mooreale, and 
consists of a dome like those of St. Cataldo, with 
fbur pointed arches below. It probafaiyhad & fountain 
within it, and is thought to have been the scene of 
one of Boccaccio's stories. The vemaining paliuse 
was King Roger's, and its site was at the foot of 
Monte Grifone'on the 8outh-«ast"of Palermo; It 
wasxalled " La Favarah " or " Maredolce," ami mil 
preserves its exterior watts of squared stone, a fine 
calcareous tu&, with the usual long pointed arched 
arcade characteristic of the period. In the interior 
are some ruined vaults and a few rooms which still 
preserve their roofs, and at the eastern angle* a chapel 
remains which is Norman in style; widh a cupola 
surrounded by a singular stone comite and a little 
tower above it, while outside the building 'to .the 
north are some remains of baths. This was JLing 
Roger's favourite retreat,, and in his day th^ palace 
was on an island in the midst of a lake {whence the 
name Maredolce) which was {Planted with orangey 
and lemons. Two high palm trees were landmarb 
in his time^ and suggest a gi-eater antiquity for the 
pakoe. Nine canals fitll offish ind lined virith trees 
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cut the park in cverftlirectioB, winch then eitendcd 
tathelea^ ^ 

„ >The church 6f Santa Spicito it iiUQttttingas having 
heea the; place where the instirrection called the 
" Skilia© Ve9pcn** broke out, but the izth-century 
church, which stands in the modem Campo Santo, 
has been^so much restored as to look * as new as the 
montmep^ which surround it. It i» similar in plan 
to^ St* Giovanni dei I^bcosi, except that there are 
four piers between the west end and the piers and 
steps dividing the nave from the. sokaf and that 
there, is nadome. It is built of limestone with in- 
lays of laiva. The Ponte d^'. Ammin^lto, built over 
the Oreta byiGeorge of Antioch, loois much neiore 
venerable. It 'Was built in 1113. The. river no 
longer flowsithrou^ it, having changed its channel, 
but the authoffities have had ^ goqd sense to leave 
it as it was and construct a.ilLew road by the side of 
itw It has* five pointed arches^ and smaller ones in 
the piers between at a higher level to allow flood- 
wafter to pas^, and is pav«d with cobble-stones. It 
waa.here. that Garibaldi and his thousand Ibught an 
engagement in* .i860, befbije entering Palermo, ^on 
iytji. Mayi. A celebrated point of view is r mile or 
to bcyc^nd, Su. Maria dt Geaii, formeriy a Minorite 
nK>naste]yu. A door in the> choir admits to the 
€ai^)d[la laGrua, where there are 1 5th-century mural 
paintingi Mrhich may be by AntoniO' Crescensio. On 
MontoGinfoheJs a cave, which coutaixis many fossii 
boaeMialled Grotta de' Gtgainti, quite near La.Favara. 
J 'The grotto .of St. Rosalia; the patron saint of 
Palermo, is high on Monte Pellegrino. It has a poor 
white jBi93de above a worn Itaircase.with a circle of 
giley istoni6srin front of it. Withi» it is neatly in its 
original state, aa damp that the itecessary gutters to 
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catiy off tlie dti|)f«ng8<ars "vidrf <iiiiBigktl}r%' l4i* Ae 
wall at a height of about 7 ft. is a second k^U^w^ 
much •cbc«Mra4^ id' whiok they* saf the swiit faired 
to pKa)% (and at die bottom of the gro«tb is a stacite 
of her^ by ike i^oveiitiwe Qregorio Ted«(soh4^ i)rvlig 
dxiwa with h^r heiui 'resthig OA ontt 6f 4ier Ismik. 
Ax3corduig to tfkdition the was the damghtttr^cf Diike 
Sii^baido and Aietie of WiUixm the Gcxfdy jmd'fiwd 
tO' thisxiavto'KMhUe quite yodtlg fi>ol& f)mis niotfVtfli 
licr iwties <f(rfcrbndi8<txnret)ed in tiheiotfefii bf^ftikuMCt 
tiahied fiionelli^ covered % ttn drot^iagr^if idie^a^ 
careAtis wotef^wilik a^ ^stvme %k trampitrfkft ^as tdd^ 
bascer^ ^m isabdi las or^td, and Vi^itk Irefletndifs' lilM 
aiiMCh]f^t'and ii>iabiiith>ifile kotie/' to tpiote ^wkti9At 
writer. < TM^ was tn 11624^ tMlwta ^ kgUb w^1xgia%i 
A» her!i>otiei:p(nssd onth^ir ^wt^tiy tht QJdittodNtI 
tke^lagne'diskppt^raft^ knd ibe bectiinr tiife^tKifl 
Mint lof the ^tpifrom tkart tinvd^ > 

l^'Oa^nocini Dughit «o fbe vcfertsd todis) being 
dne bf the sigkts of Takhnivb,::thoiigh «tiria^ple|sa^t 
ttoe.. <Th« >Md<7eni) Iks betf^eenf La .£ia <tfnd Hdw 
Moil|«fid^ hiadjf Olid oti iklfnissiott th^ 'vikitcr^aiwi 
dvroQgh^ ailiaU with a Ibohtain to the stibtenaMtsn 
tn>n$d«>i« tttths^rdesiofhwMok the bodks ayci^ngisd 
^cf 'iy^ 4n^boics>^itk glasb in thte Itdb^ Ittdttci i» 
fi^tttT* gdod^preBepiTatioflki They us^ to^^fdaofd 
Itpvi^ lagKittsc the wall itt tiroir best - dit^sstit ^fA 
dktes .^tig 'oa JtAum; th€ isotietf of IPaksiffaftr <0f 
UMsye»n«(i>ndicRlnd. The priests and thti ^WQ^oftn^iBtai^ 
inf9e{)Arfttb^aHerieB4 T(ke;re Se^ms to htiMaeyt^ 
^rff iti «he-^H whidk >^ev«At^ coiMpitioi^ ibut 
innrials^e now forbilddeai ' . . ^ 

i A few ^ilte/oiit<o^i^alenif9to thseast b BB^httfii^ 
« iconnity Cowni whidi* xontaitis 'imriynyilfar >tif tint 
^oiiuEmrnoblotofitheialt vw^c^nto^ic^ iR)Wadhi8rt«Eh 
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The tastekss «eulptu^ stod. eztyftvaganee of ^ign 
tikow to how low a kvel aft tmty descend trndef ei^ 
itiflmcUces. ^ Two miles further a«5 the r^ins of 
Sokiiiltuin or Soleis, fouiided bf SkaftidfiM ittany 
eentiirieb before the Christian) ek*a^ ztc&tdiitg td tmrt, 
and ^cupied by PhoMiidam utider the nimt «f 
Sa^hara. The regains Vviiidh have been <ikcttvftkfd 
t^ce 1 1 26 are, how^e^, entil^ety Rtinmn. It lie's tm 
Ike Mope of MohVe (2atallaiib, and AcMtfty the wh^ 
^{thlt anciiint pated ^(i«eway of * approach has heth 
dilGovered. Hannibal GisgOA destroyed it in 409, 
^fi^ it was alfter that that the tebuildinjg ^ok i^t 
trfwhfch ififcftwlfes may bo«een. The plan was*eis«*4r. 
The fotttidatidns only of the hoaSbls remaita, attd a 
few fitiiH of Willi With ti^ces of paiintkigs like thos^ 
at Pompeii. There>are cisterns attdrirhi^w«tt»^iiii, 
«»ki in^the large sanetetotie slabs 6f the road ar% hdl«s 
%t Kegukr intervals for th« itlseftibti of torehee !br 
ihtnlkiatit^fi* The necropolis is towttrds* the 'point 
df Zftiffi^ano^ bttt the best mosttics/ saiilptdrdS^ ^fc^; 
ai>e %t F^l«m6« Slgnoxfe CavaKiiEiri is r^p6*nf^M)le 
lis^ the rfc-ei'6ction bf cobnitis a»id titttal^atti^es. 
Tke iVftly g^ory of the city is to have giVett biwh 
Xb Amim6h6A^, one t^^e most anei^&t Stt^n' pbaA, 
of 'Vrt&m Epicharmus laives ah enlogy. 

Ei^htefefe iftiks south of Palermo dft t4ie Cbr*6- 
&m yiitkt ^re tihe baths of CefaU, n^ar the 'Village df 
^gliaiii»o. Th« Saracens ailed tilettv ^<S^fal«th ". 
'Th«y bccif|]^a terge obliong kiilding ^o ft. hi 1^^ 
with {i Ctf6c kiscriptbxi tuhtiing t^iiund bettieaftli%))^ 
iftDof. Th^ inteH^ is vaulted «nd h«s rircul» open*- 
mgi ih the Vattk for Jight and sXf, Sttid thtet vttk^ 
#^[i^tt*f| theMi|^p»' and lower batlfS* 'ftka«'#ift»% 
te^^ ffipxmfmtkt' tft»4tment of rhe«Aitisi^^<wiJ 
ai«qltiil ttmch' teMfA^d mko in sprihg; 
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Tke route uiuall^ folIawe4 by. the Saracens in 
their inpunions made from Palermo parses Termini 
and ascends the Fiume ,Torto to Cerda, crosses the 
mountains and descends to Jthe valley ^ the Fiume 
Grande at the small town of Sdafani, which has 
hot springs of^^ome repute, and in the church of 
which is a, s^cophagua with B^chic reliefs. The 
next town on the road is OUtavuturo^ a place of 
^acenic origin (KabtnA^irTh^ur), which when 
taken by Roger I. was bestowed by him on his 
dai^hter Matilda. To the east on a lofty emi- 
nence, lies Polizzi, #e^r which the Himera Meri- 
dionalisy now Fiume Salso,. and Himera,, Sqpten- 
tripnaliSy npw the Fiu|][ie .Grande, rise, thought by 
the ancients, to have a common sp^rpe. Further on 
is Gangi, representing the town destroyed by 
Frederick II. in 1299 f^^ ^^ reb^^Ilion pf ifs feudal 
lord, the ancient Siculan £ng\iium, at. one time a 
Cretfin colony, where < a c;elebratpd temple of the 
C^tan mothers stpod in Cicero's time . ai^ was 
despoiled by Verres ; >nd Sperlinga, whi<;h , alone 
showed partiality to ^ the French in 1282, jqq 
f;rench finding refuge in the castle. The Sicilians 
walledrrup the gates and let them die of hunger. It 
is this incident which is referred to in the inscription 
on one of the gates : ''Qupd Siculis jdacuit^ sola 
Sperlinga nfgavit ". Not- fiu- away stands Nicosia^ 
whose inhabitants still speak a Lombard dif^eCt^ at 
dp those of St. Fracello, 69 miletf from Messina, 
Pia3;za:and Aidpne. These places were peopled by 
Lombs^d colonists who acQompauied Addaide of 
Monferrat, : wife of Roger I:, tp ^Sicily* Others 
estaUish^d themselves at Rand^^^zo^ Sp^rUnga^ 
Capizxo ai^ .Maniace. Nicosia hfis the reputatio)^ 
of being more behind the age than any other iown 
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hi Sicily, and still preserves much of its tnediserd 
appearance. It has a Norman cathedral and ^veral 
works of the ubiquitous Gagini in it and St. Maria 
Maggiore. The road then passes Rocca di Sarno, 
where the brave Norman Serlo, nephew of Count 
Roger, met his death through treachery, and leads to 
Leonforte. The story Is that a certain Brachino 
laid an ambush for him, and told him that a small 
raiding party was coming out, which Serlo wet^t to 
meet and discomfit with only a few followers, 
thinking that the Normans had often fought agahist 
long odds and could do it again. But when the 
men were weary with fighting and dispersing the 
band, other Saracens came out and surrounded them, 
and they were cut to pieces to a man at this rock to 
which they took to cover their bach from danger. 

A visit to Segesta may be accomplished in a day 
from Palermo l^ starting at 5 a.m. from the central 
Station. At Sferra Cavallo (so called because the 
roads were so bad as to unshoe horses brought along 
th^m) the' sea is reached, and is seen on the right 
more or less distant, with mountains oh the left 
of the line, till Castellamare del GoHb is reached. 
The coast is well cultivated and populous, the Due 
d'Aumale's property at the Zudco particularly so, and 
the (Wtca ot Partinico is very fertile. Near Carini, 
17 miles from Palermo, a picturesquely situated 
place, was formerly the free Sicanian town of 
Hyccara, from which the Athenians in 415 B.C. 
carried off the celebrated courtesan Lais, then a 
girl of twelve years of age. Its feudal castle Was 
erected in the 14th century by Manfifed Chi^i^- 
monte. The Fiume St Bartolommeo is fdrffied 
by the union of the Fiume Freddo and Fiutoc 
Caldo, the cold and warm rivers, and on its farther 
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lide »t the foot of Monte Inice stands Castellamare 
del Golfoy once the seaport of Segesta. The line 
now turns inland up a rather ugly valley, in which 
there is scarcely a house to be seen between the 
stations. Alcamo-Calatafimi is a station which 
serves these two places and is about five miles from 
each. Alcamo is a town of Arabian origin, and takes 
its name from Abd-Allah-Cam, leader of the first 
band of Saracens. In 1233, after an insurrection, 
Frederick II. substituted a Christian for the Saracenic 
population, but it still has a somewhat oriental 
appearance. Martin I. of Aragon also dismantled 
it. There are a few mediaeval and Renaissance 
remains, though the house pointed out as that of 
Ciullo d' Alcamo, the earliest Sicilian poet (13th 
century), is much later than the date ascribed to it. 
The ancient castle, the door of St. Tommasp, the 
campanile of the cathedral, inside which is a cruci* 
fixion by Antonio Gagini, and Renaissance sculptures 
in the church of St. Francesco may be mentioned as 
worthy of notice. In Sta. Maria di Gesii is a picture 
of the Florentine school. This church is earlier 
than the town. Above the town the Monte Boni- 
fiito, or Delia Madonna dell' Auta, rises (2705 ft.). 

From the station of Calatafimi carriages may be 
taken to Segesta — ^ramshackle vehicles which suggest 
the fear of their going to pieces under any sudden 
shock, with harness industriously tied together with 
multitudinous pieces of string. The country is wild 
and deserted, few figures being seen either on the 
road or in, the fields. Those few who are not . of the 
poorest class wear heavy boots (for protection against 
snakes as well as on account of the rough paths) and 
carry guns. The district is frequently disturbed, and 
a party of carabineers may be encountered whp are 
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escorting a Iprisoner^ handcuffed and !wel] guarded. 
The ascen^ is very steep, with aloes at each side of 
the road. The town suddenly appean at a turn of 
the road like a citadel on its rock, strange and feudal 
in appearance. Within its narrow walls all those 
who work for six miles round return each night, for 
the narrow streets, frequently arched over and not 
over clean, are at leaf t more healthy than the malaria- 
stricken land arottfid. It takes its name from the 
castle Cal'at Eufimi* 

The road from Calataiimi itself is the Castellamare 
road, and from it there is a good view of the temple 
for a long distance .before reaching the stream which 
has to be forded. It stands on the slope of the hill 
above the river Gaggera, anciently the Scamander, 
whose banks witnessed the atrocities committed by 
the ^rant Agathocles upon tjbe unfbrtunate citizens 
of Segesta. It is thought to have been dedicated to 
Ceres, the patron goddess of fertile Sicily, and is the 
grandest in the whole island in general opinion t It 
is a peripteros-hexastylos of thirty-six columns, six in 
&ont atid rear and twelve at each side. The columns 
.being unfluted and the st^ps of the basement u^- 
finished — for the projecting studs for the attachment 
of ropes for lifting the Uocks have never been 
chiselled off, while the celi4 is absent— indicate that 
,it was never, completed, but the remains existing are 
among the best , preserved in Sicily. The length, 
including the steps, is 200 ft., the width 85 ft, the 
columns with their caps are 29 £1. Iq. height and ^ h, 
thick^ and the intercolumniatioii is 8 ft, It stands in 
a magnificent position on a hill nearly 1000 ft. high, 
ba(?ked by mountains of fine form and facing a grand 
view over hill and valley. The grey rock, studded 
with dwarf palms, as at Girgenti, rises steeply up to 
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it, and from a little distance away, before erossrng 
the ford, it is seen over a wooded slope gorgeous in 
autumn with orange and green. The temple itselF 
is warm in colour and seems to be built of much the 
same stone as those at Girgenti. From one point oF 
view the rock near it falls So nearly perpendicularly 
as to suggest scarping by the hand of man. The 
structure of the masonry is unusual, the mass being 
of large stones set with intervals between each which 
are filled by the insertion of three smaller stones one 
abbve the other. From within the view is very 
impressive, the columns giving scale and contrast to 
the scene spread out before the spectator. An 
amj^hitheatre of blue hills in the distance, at on^ 
side of which one catches a glimpse of the sea, and 
an undulating plain rising to a ridge upon which 
appears the little town of Alcamo ; from this pkin 
the ground appears to dip towards the ravine below 
the rising ground upon which the temple ftands, 
while to the right the tock rises steeply to the 
theatre, situated high on Monte Barbaro, &cing the 
tttni:^. It is not very large, only 205 ft. in diameter, 
while the stage is 90 ft. across and the orchestra 53ft. 
The seats are complete in shape, fitting to the sitter's 
form and with a channel behind for the feet of the 
ro^ above and perhaps also to carry off rain-water. 
The steps are nearly all preserved up to the twentieth 
from the bottom, where there was a " praecinctio " 
and a balustrade for those beyond to lean on. The 
semicircle is divided into seven sections called 
" cunei ". There are three narrow entrances to the 
scene, each about 6 ft. wide. Some small reiHains of 
carvihg over the entrance into the orchestra appear 
to be figures of satyrs and to date ftom Roman times. 
In itself not so interesting as the theat^ stt: Syracuse, 
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it mnAt ht considered superior to it ia sitaatian^ 
and its only competitor in this respect is. that at 
Taormina. In . front rise mountains of nearly 
4000 ft. ia height — first Monte Inice, to the left 
Momte Sparagio, and to the right the Bosco di 
Calat^fimi ; while below in the valley are the remains 
of the Thermae Segestanse, supplied by four warm 
springs which cross the road to Castellamare after« 
wards. Away to the left is a mountain called Pianto 
dei Romania to which a modem legend of Roman 
defeat has lent fictitious interest, and below Cakta* 
fimi may be seen the monument and the grave 
oTQSies marking the site of Garibaldi's first victory 
over the Bourbon troc^s.on 15th May, i860. 

The earliest Greek coins struck here bear the name 
" Segesta," afterwards changed to " Aigesta "* The 
city was probably Elimean in origin, and shows some 
remains of Cyclopean building bearing a likeness to 
Eryx and an ancient city above Castronovo. AJQ 
sorts of legends were, however, current as to itii 
founding and founders, several of which were 
eividently intended to arouse Roman sympathy by 
claiming a common origin. It was the dispute about 
boundaries between this city and Selinus which 
brought about the Athenian expedition to Syracuse., 
The deceit practised upon the Athenian envoys by. 
showing them borrowed riches in the temple of 
Ceres was avenged by Nicias before marching on 
Syracuse, when he exacted a heavy contribution, 
sacking Iccara and the surrounding country, and then 
lef^ Selinus alone. This resulted in the Segestans 
calling in the Carthaginians, who with Punic faith 
carried the people away to Carthage and destroyed 
their city. Rebuilt, it was again destroyed by 
Agathocles in 307 b^c, who killed iq,ooo of the 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



SICILY 

inhabitants and changed its vtry name to Dica^pblis. 
Thit tyrant showed diabolical ingenuity in the 
torments which he invented for the unfbrtunate 
citizens who had refused the heavy contribution 
which he had imposed on a friendly city. First he 
ord^ed that all the poor should leave the city, and 
conducted them to the banb of the Scamander, where 
he had their throats cut. Then came the turn of 
the rich. With the object of forcing them to reveal 
their hidden treasures, real or imaginary, he put them 
to the strangest tcMrtures. Many he had bound to 
the spokes of chariot wheels, which he had drawn 
at high speed by fiery horses ; others were shot 
through the air by catapults, whence they ffell, 
shattered, at great distances ; some had their heels cut 
off, were stripped naked, whipped and set to run ; 
and, to finish his work, imitating Phalaris of Akragas, 
he invented a bed of bronze in the form of an open 
chest of human shape, within which the victim being 
held by chains and bars of iron was slowly cooked 
by fire. Nor did the women fare better, but a veil 
must be drawn over their sufferings. Terrified at 
the fate which seemed to await them, the Segestans 
thought it best to cut the torment short and to die 
in the city, which they set fire to— so Diodorus 
relates. The Romans favoured it for a time, but 
when the Arabs became masters of Sicily it was 
ruined (or the third time and never was inhabited 
again. 

If the excursion be prolonged to Selinunt, Marsala 
and Trapani, the country is found to become more 
fertile and better cultivated afler a time. Salemi 
is passed, the ancient Halicia, and Sta. Ninfa with 
its fine old castle. Castelvetrano is seen on its 
hillside, a large and rather fine-looking town on 
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one of the sites ascribed to the ancient Entella. 
It is owned by the Dnkes of Monteleone, the 
family of Aragona-Pignatelli. It contains several 
fine convents and Gothic palaces. The church 
of St. Giovanni contains a statue of St. John the 
Baptist by Antonio Gagini (1522), a late Gothic 
tower of five storeys and a Gothic window, and in 
St. DomenicOy an early church with frescoes around 
the pointed arch of the apse, is a curious sarco- 
phagus. A small museum of antiquities found at 
Selinunt is in the grammar school, the best of which 
are an archaic bronze statue of Apollo and some 
terra-cottas. The modern theatre is a curious erec- 
tion. The fa9ade is Doric, and the decoration of the 
interior is copied from the ruins of Selinunt, except 
the central box, which is from the tomb of Archi- 
medes at Syracuse. It is open to the sky. Two 
miles to the west is the little church of La 
Trinity di Delia of the 12th century. Its plan 
bears very great resemblance to La Martorana and 
St. Cataldo — a central dome, three apses beyond, 
four columns supporting the dome, a west door and 
three windows above a string-course, the central one 
larger, and a door at both north and south sides. 
The columns and caps resemble the decadent an- 
tique, but there is no other decoration. 

Casteltretrano is the best starting-point for Seli- 
nunt, the ancient Selinus, from which it is about 
ji miles distant. 

The temples which remain there, although in a 
state of complete ruin, having been thrown down by 
the Carthaginians as some think, while others ascribe 
their destruction to earthquakes, are of considerable 
inteffest, being undoubtedly very early in date, arid 
it is principally upon them that the argument for the 
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I^lic origin of the Doric order hsis been built by 
certain of the Sicilian archaeologists. The sculptured 
n^topes, discovered by Angell and Harris in i8zz, 
tog^er with the other fragments excavated by 
Cavallari,. are now in the museum at Paleripo, but 
the plans of the seven templet may be traced, and 
many architectural fragments are still on the ground. 
Four of the temples were grouped together on an 
eminence surrounded with the traces of walls and 
evidently the ancient acropolis, while the other three 
aie on a rising ground beyond the valley which 
bounds the acropolis on the east. The surface of the 
ground is sprinkled everywhere with the dwarf palm 
cj^lled " giun^mara," the roots o£ which are eaten by 
the country people, and is desolated by malaria, a 
disease which was prevalent here as long ago as the 
time of Empedocles, which his works for the drain- 
ing of the low-lying lands was intended to remove. 
It was called " the palmy " by Virgil, and its name 
is probably derived from the golden parsley "selinon," 
in Greek, which grows abundantly, and the leaves of 
which were used as a crest on the coins of the city. 
In ancient times it had four ports and was the 
second maritime power in Sicily, dominating the 
southern coast and only being surpassed by Syracuse. 
According to the Greek account, it was founded by 
colonists from Megara Hyblsea under Pammilus in 
628 B.C. It was the most westerly Greek settle- 
ment, and was constantly disputing with its neigh- 
bour Segesu on the subject of frontier limits as has 
be^n related. In 409 b.c. Hannibal Gisgpn attacked 
the city with 100,000 men, and to encourage his 
troops promised them to completely sack the city. 
Tl^e fight was tremendous, the women assisting with 
pop, boiling water and oil, stones, roof-tiles, etc., buf 
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the defenden were not numerous enougli, aad a 
genial massacre ensued. For a whole da^ the sack 
went on : the houses were emptied of vaJnableSy 
which were carried elsewhere and divided, then the 
unhappy inhabitants were shut up in them and 
compelled to die by fire or suffocation. Corpses 
lay about the streets horribly mutilated, heads were 
carried in triumph on the points of lances or swords ;; 
only the women in the temples were spared because 
Hannibal feared that in desperation they might burn 
them so that, the rich booty which tl^ contained 
would be lost ! Diodorus calculates the killed at 
i6yOOOy fmd only a remnant arrived at ^^agas, 
where they were kindly received. The relieft sent 
fro^ Syracuse arrived too late and retired to Akiragas,! 
from whence they endeavoured to make teiipas for 
the release of the captives. Hantiibal replied that 
the Selinuntines ''not having kiKi^wn how todelend 
their liberty deserved to become slaves/' that the gods 
being enemies to Selinus had left their temples, and 
that he considered himself as agent of their 
vengeance. An embassy in the person of Empi" 
dione, who was known to Hannibal^ had more 
success. He was well, received and obtained some 
restitution of property, the liberation of any prisoners 
recognised by his friends, clients and adhexents^ and 
that the fugitives might return to their town and 
rebuild it Two years afterwards Hermoorates 
founded a colony, and remains of his defensinre walls 
are still to be seen, but the town, was never jeally 
prosperous again, and was finally destr(^ed in 263 ac, 
the inhabitants being taken to Lilybseum# A few 
Christian syn^bols carved on lintel and architrave 
attest the presence of hermits here in earlyi; Christian 
times. 

89 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



SICILY 

Diodorus in recording the arrangettient of the 
baths constructed by Dasdalus describes them as in 
the country of the SeHnuntines. There was there- 
fore a tradition that Selinus ejcisted before Pammilus 
went there. These baths are those of Sciacca, 
20 miles east of Selinunt, still resorted to. A 
long inscription was found on the site of the large 
temple by Cavallari, which assigns it to Apollo, and 
one of the others to Hera. Jupiter was first in the 
estimation of the Selinuntines and Hercules next. 
The other names mentioned in the inscription are 
Pasikrata (perhaps Proserpine), the Tyndarides, 
Neptiifie and Ceres, called Malophoros. The great 
temple is octastyle, pseudo-diptero-hypaethral, and is 
longer than that of Jupiter Olympins at Girgenti, 
being 371 ft. in length including the steps, and 177 
ft. in width. It is much e^lier than the temple at 
Magnesia by Ermogenes of Alabanda, to whom 
Vitruvius attributes the invention of this' kind of 
building. The columns are ^^ diameters high, and 
the entablature something less than i. The internal 
arrangement appears to have been similar to the 
Neptune temple at Paestuhi. This temple was never 
finished ; Some of the columns are fluted, some poly- 
gonal as prepared for fluting, many quite plain, and 
in the <quarrie8 at Rocca di Cusa and on the road 
between them and Selinus are still to be seen drums 
of columns intended for this temple. The other 
two temples on the eastern hill have columns re- 
spectively of 41^ and 4! diameters in height (the 
average Sicilian proportion is 5) and various other 
architectural peculiarities, such as differences in the 
number of flutings of the columns, their diameter, 
etc., which show that the canon of proportion was 
not then fixed : the entablature of one is more than 
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half the height of the column. It is painted in red, 
yellow and green. 

The most ancient of the temples is in the acro- 
polis. It was dedicated to Hercules ; from it the 
archaic metopes in the museum at Palermo came, 
and it has many curious architectural irregularities. 
Sotne of the columns are monolithic, while others 
are made up of several drums of a drfierent tufa, 
suggesting that use was made of the remains of still 
more ancient structures. One of these early temples 
has no antas but columns attached to the walls in 
place of them, and their peculiarities point so 
strongly to a period when the architects were still 
seeking a thoroughly satisfactory proportion between 
the various component parts as to almost justify the 
contention of the Sicilian archaeologists referred to 
before, viz.^ that the Doric order originated in Sicily 
and Latium, if it were not that there is a temple at 
Corinth which has the same peculiarities as those of 
the temple of Diana at Syracuse^ which is acknow- 
ledged t6 be one of the most ancient buildings in 
Sicily, and has several of the peculiarities of these 
temples at Selinus. 

The smallest temple in the acropolis was partly, 
if not Entirely, covered with stucco of a pale yellow- 
ish colour, and painted in parts with red, blue, black 
and white. Ashen grey was also used, as well as 
the red, yellow and green mentioned above, and all 
the colours were laid without gradation, the medium 
employed being either gum water or wax encaustic 
This temple is more like those found in Greece in 
proportion, and is therefore later, as is the southern 
one on the eastern hill which is built of the same 
kind of stone. The town itself lay to the north of 
the acropolis, and beyond it to the north is a necro- 
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polls of a vtry early period. The Groek nccr/^polis 
lies to the west of the town in a place now called 
Manical|ing4, and the objects found in each are quite 
distinct in character and not intermixed at alL The 
houses are very si^all, though buik of gi»a( stanei^ 
and have frpnt and side doors ; the crosses on the 
overthrown architraves show that they are of the 
Christian period. A table of comparative measurer- 
ments is appended. 

TEMPLE. A B C P E F G 

Length of temple ^- 
eluding steps 1 .. . 139 28^230.192 228 216 3900 

Width of temple in- 
cluding steps . . 60 15 88 89 91 90 177 

Height of columns with 
capitals ... 20 28 24^ 3S 3^ S3i 

Diameter of columns 
at the base . . 4J 6 5 7^ "i 

Diameter of coliunB^ at 
the top .... 3h S 3l 6 4 6i 

Height of entablature ,. 9 14 13^ 14J 13 

Intercolumniation . 6 8| 9 8 9 

5 74 84 7 8» .. 

Length of cella . . 82 i if 131 124 135 133 228 
Width of cella , . 25 114 294 264 374 23 59 
(These measurements are in Epglish 
feet.) 

On the other side of the Madiuni another temple 
has^ been discovered and excavated by Professor 
Salinas and Signpr Pa^ricplo. It has a propyl^ea con^ 
sisting of a columned fa9ade with wings apd the 
temple behind. Between the two stands a large 
altar. 

Beyond Castelvetrano the train passes over a 
mooTy the sea being visible to the left. Near 
C^^npobello are the quarries which yielded the 
material for the temples at Selinus, now called 
Rocca di Cusa. Here, may be seen blocb in all 
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Mages of quariyingy and several dmms of columns 
ready for ute lie on the road towards Selinus, the 
measurements of which correspond exactly with 
those of temple G. 

Mazzara ^'La Inclita," the noble, is surrounded by 
a wall about 36 ft. high defended by square towers 
ac intervals. Its plan is square and it looks like a 
mediaeval city from outside. The streets are narrow 
and dark. The cathedral was founded by Count 
Roger in 1093 (who also strengthened the ruined 
castle at the south-east angle of the town in 1073), but 
rebuilt in the 17th century. In the porch of the 
cathedral are three ancient sarcophagi, the subjects on 
which are severally the Battle of the Amazons, a 
Wild-boar Hunt and the Rape of Persephone (the 
last much restored), and over the high altar is a 
Transfiguration by Gagini. A statue of Count 
Roger riding over a prostrate Saracen is above the 
West door. Some large Arabic Majolica vases and 
plates are preserved in the archiepiscopal palace and 
in that of Count Burgio at the western comer of 
the Piazza del Duomo. The ancient Mazzara was a 
colony of the Selinuntines and was destroyed in 409 
«.c. by Hannibal Gisgon. The Arabs landed at 
R^s-el-BeUt (Punta di Granitola) to the south, in 
S27 A.D. It was once a place of considerable im- 
portance, tirhich is proved by the principal western 
gate of Palermo being called Porta di Mazzara. 

TtOTA' Mazzara the coast is monotonous as far as 
Ma^ala, ai|d the plain skirted with small hills 
divided by little valleys with scanty rivulets, vines, 
olives and little houses, and by the sea salt-pans. 
An extraordinary phenomenon, called Marobbia, 
occurs along this coast occasionally, felt with most 
violence alt Mazzara. h generally ^happens in calm 
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weathery but is considered as the certain precursor of 
a gale. There is a curious stiUness in the atmos* 
phere and a lurid sky, then suddenly the water rises 
nearly 2 fl. above its usual level, rushing into the 
creeks with great velocity, and in a few minutes 
returns equally quickly tearing up the mud and sea- 
weed and stirring up evil smells. During its con- 
tinuance (and the throbbing lasts sometimes for 
twenty-four hours) the fish float quite helpless on 
the surface and are easily taken. 

From Marsala one sees the hills of Paceco on the 
right and Monte Sit. Giuliano in front, while on 
the left is Trapani stretching out to form the port. 
The cathedral has sixteen Doric columns, which were 
intended to be sent ^ a present to Canterbury 
Cathedral, St. Thomas a Becket being patron saint 
of the city. A very fine vase is presc^ed here. , Itt 
St. Nicol6 arc several Byzantine pictures,, and in the 
convent of S^. Gii'olamo a picture of Christ which 
served as banner to Pon John of Austria at Lepanto. 
The Municipio contains an antique group of a tiger 
devouring a bull from Motye, and there are some 
Phcenician sarcophagi in the Nicolini convent 
which were found . in subterranean caves. On 
Sundays the costumes of the peasants are interest^ 
ing, and on Maundy-Thursday afternoon there is a 
celebrated procession of which details are given in 
the chapter ,on local festivals. A fragment of the 
town wall of the ancient Lilybasum is near ,the 
Porta di Trapani, and on the coast of Cape Bceo 
are a few fragments of walls and hou^. The town 
wall was built by the Normans and repaired by Charles 
v., who added the bastions. Outside the Porta 
Nuova is a bust of Garibaldi, erected to commemor- 
ate his landjng heire vyith the '' Thpv^and," and on 
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thq gate is an inicriptioa to tjbat eSbct. In the 
. field to the left is the church of St. Giovanni Battista, 
which contains a statue of the saint by Antonio 
Gagi];u. On the promontory beneath is a little 
cave known as the grotto of the Cnmaean Sibyl, who 
is ^id to have proclaimed her oracles through the 
medium of the water and to have been buried there. 
Signor Salinas found it to be a Christian monument^ 
decorated with paintings retaining the classical style 
and with fragments of a beautiful mosaic pavement. 
The town is the centre of the wine trade, and the 
manufactories and stores are situated to the south of 
the town. There are many small .fbjtified mediaeval 
houses. The present name is Saracenic— Marsel- 
Allah, harbour of God. It was the ancient Lily- 
baeum, the principal Carthaginian fortress in Sicily, 
founded in 397 b.c. for refugees from Motye after 
it had been destroyed by Dionysios. After it passed 
from their hands it was the usual point of departure 
for Roman expeditions to Africa. Pyrrhus besieged 
it unsuccessfully in 279 b.c., and thirty years later 
the Romans commenced an eight years' siege, at the 
end of which, in 241 b.c., the victory of C. Lutatius 
Catulus at the ^gades compelled the Carthaginians 
to surrender th^ir last possessions io Sicily. It then 
became; a Roman provincial town, and in the time 
of Cicero -was still " splendidissima civitas "• It wit 
the seat of Government for half the island under 
themr The harbour was spoilt by Charles V., who 
sank stones at the entrance so as to make it inacces- 
sible to Barbary pirates. Motye was situated on the 
small island of St. Pantaleo, about six milts to the 
north. The causeway which connected it with- the 
mainland still exists under water and is in use by 
the natives; a mediaeval tower defended it against 
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the Saracens. Foundations of walls and remains 
of gateways are still traceable, and some tombs and- 
fragments of an aqueduct. It was destroyed by 
Dionysios in 397 b.c., after great efforts. H'c em- 
ployed 80,000 men and 700 vessels 'in the -siege and 
built wooden towers five storeys high to tomitrtind 
the walls : the catapult was first employed in this 
siege. The houses proved as defensible as the walls 
after they were breached and the city was only taken 
by stratagem. Archylus of Thurn made ^ fresh attadc 
one night after the bugles had drawh the assaultiii'g 
force off; passed the wall with scaling-kdden and 
admitted the army at some more favourable point. 
The Greeks slew man, woman and child in spite 
of the orders of IMonysios, and he told the Cartha- 
ginians to take refuge in shrines sacred to both nations. 

The raids of the Barbary corsairs on this part ttf 
the island lasted for many centuries and even to 
comparatively recent times, and it is said thdt there 
is a man still living in Trapani whose mother \i^s 
carried off by them. 

Between Marsala and Trapani, at Fakonaria, the 
greatest of the battles of the war of the Sicilian 
Vespers took place on ist December, 12^9. 
Frederick II. of Sicily then routed the united 
French and Neapolitan armies and took Philip of 
Anjou prisoner. The colour of the rocks is a dull 
yellow. The country looks deserted, with only a 
few flocks of goats and occasional white houses. 
The valleys are greenish with olives and other ti^es 
in contrast with the arid rocb, and the ** fiumare," 
white and stony, wind up from the shore. The 
blue sea is full offish, the principal of which are the 
tunny and its enemies the sword-fish and the dog^ 
fiih. Dolphins may be seen now and then; 
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The Octagonal fortress at Trapani with the light- 
house^ called Colombaia, is the ancient Pelaide of 
Virgily where the dove? were bred for thie jsacrifices 
to Venus. It lies to the squth of the sickle-thaped 
peninsula which gave the name to the pl^ce (Qre- 
pana^.iVom Spciravi/y a sickle), and commands the 
en trance, to the port^ The town extends along the 
north side of the port, the h^d and the south side 
of whi^h are surrounded by the salt-pans \yhich 
prov'tde a large part of its export trade, for TT^pani 
akme of Sicilian towns possesses the right of .making 
4alt free of duty. It is the headquarters of the 
coral fishers. 

In ancient .times it was the seaport of E^yx ; 
Hamilcar.Barca. made it a fortress about 260 B.C., 
peopling it from that place. Here the Carthaginian 
admiral Adherbal def^ted the Roman fle^ under 
the consul Publius Claudius, and it was within sight 
of it that the great victory pf the Romans already 
jreferred to was gained. I^ the ^neid it is said 
that.Anchises died here, and that iEneas instituted 
games to his Other's, memory. The island therein 
deKribed as the goal of the boat-race is no^ called 
Asinello. The '' Scoglio di mal Consiglio," the rock 
of. evil counsel, beyond the. Torre de' Legni^ is 
.traditionally saidi to be the spot where Jphn of 
Procida with the: barons of Val di Mazzara forqied 
the x:)Onspiracy against Charles^ of Anjou. It is an 
Jiistorical fact that Pedi'o of Aragon was here wel- 
comed a» a deliverer on 30th August, 1282, as he re- 
turned from Africa with his fle^t. The cathedral 
hat some carved choir stalls and a restored crucifixion 
attribnted to Vandyck. St. Agostino^ once a Temp- 
lar's churchy has some remgins of deqorations of the 
.14th century, th6ugh the ceiling subjects have been 
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removed* to the Lyceum. In Sta. Maria di Gah is 
ift Madonna by Luca ddla Robbia In a i6th-cen- 
iury darv^ marble frame, and some 14th-century 
pititnresJ In the Oratorio of St. Michele is a 
curious colott^ ^ou)[> of the Passion, executed by 
Tfapianese' artists of the i&th' tentury. The Via 
della Giudecca, thfe former Jewish quarter, contains 
a Gothic house with a tower called Lo Spedaletto 
with a curious mingling of styles. The towfer is 
omaihented vv'ith a diainond pattern in' reli^ the 
dbor#ay is pointed, built ut>^> and square^headed 
doors cut out of it, and most of the windows ttrn^ 
to the street are early Renaissance. The Madonna 
della Lice, which is^closei by, has- an early i6th- 
centiiry doorway and a Byiaritine Madonna, of the 
13th century,' and in the church of St Nicole di 
"fiariis 'St marble relief of the Resurrection by Qagini. 
There are many specimens of- mediaeval domestic 
architecture, ' among whidh may be mentioned^ in 
the Striaida Nuova, the palace of Barone Sdrinna, 
wkh'ii circular postal with: dngular billet moulding 
ind toiund-headeid windows | in the Via 6t NicoU 
-thatof Barohedi Vincenzi, with a large round^hoadcld 
doorway with a cable moulding resting on twisted 
shafts, and another Mritk a dog-tooth ' moulding* and 
)angulUtt billet ; also the palace of Prince Stl Giuliaao, 
with a 'pointed doot with ddntilled imposu and 
beasts ior corbek. The door of the Cata di Fiaren- 
tino in the Via della Cubba is sonidwhat similar^ 
pointed; but with greater tttriety of mouldings. 
The palace of Barone Mogata^ in the Via 4i Gallo, 
If as a curious arched door with archivolr and irapoiCt 
studded widi' bosses like pine-appies: In the Via 
Sel'isso is a house with both round and pointed 
•windows and trefoil arched' corbel table, i One old 
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pal«^ is :«hdwn as tke residence of William de 
Porcelets^' Lord of Calatafimiy the onlf Pre^chmiti 
whose iif^ tvM J^ed at the tittii^ df thfc Siciliaii 
Vewers. nHier'armorial bearings scttlptniied oil the 
walls make this probable. 

On) th6 way to Monte St. Giuliano a stt^ue of 
Victor! Emanuel IL by £>upr6 is passed in the Piazza 
Vittoirio Emanuele. About a mile and a half out- 
side the town, where the road forks^ is the 'church of 
the Madonna) deir Annunziati, founded in« 133a. 
Thei church has been modernised, but the Capp^lk 
del Cristo Risorto, funded in 1476 by the seamen's 
guild on the north sick, has been preserved arid the 
ardKitecture is not^v^rorthy, and the west door seed» 
original In the church is a famous Wdoden stat^ 
of the Madonna laid to have come from Cyprus, the 
Madonna^ of Trapani, perhaps by a' Pisan sculptor 
of the i'4th century, but entirely covered with 
je#els,7 chains and' pearls. At her feet is ' a -silver 
model of the town. The left branch of the road is 
that^ which leads to Monte St. Giuliano past pre- 
cipitoiis slopes Well Wooded in places. The motintain 
;is z'^^ ft* high, the Eryx of antiquity, and the town 
is believed ta:occttpy the precincts of the teniple. 
Theatraaberofinhiabitants is decreasing year by year, 
cdnitant: migration taking^lace to the plain. At the 
entianbe to the town stands the cathedral, founded 
.in'iji^ by FrcKierick IL of ^Aragdnand restored in 
168;. * It has three aisles with apslas and *^nly 
the western bays are ddi It is picturesque fiWd 
slightly Moorish in appearance with a campanile set 
»t an odd angk^ battleotented ^tid with poiidted 
w^indows boilt up ; ^le-^church and' western potpk 
sate also ' 4)attbniented. There are two dtstellaiefl 
4>uildings, pije the castle propeiy ivy clad md how 

99 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SICLLY 

oyed aft t jpeison, the other, belonging to JBftton 
iAgQ9tii^ Pepoli, which occapie« the wtc of a Greek 
temple, wheie «ub9equently ^a Roniiaii tower was 
built using drums of columns which are still to be 
seen. It is fitted up as a residency amdiContains^a 
collection, of ^objects of art. From ajittle, bastion 
,of the former a yery exteUsive View WAyhc had. 
To the west is Trapani^.with the ^gadian Islands 
beyond^ which t>elonged to the Genoese' Pallavicihi 
frpm the middle (^ the 17th ceatury till .1874, 
>3^h«n they were purchased by Signoit JFlorioi bf 
the FloriQ-Rubat^iiiD Steamship ,_ Cou^i who estab- 
li^faddian important tunny fishery there ; towaods 
th<: jsouth the fertile plain Btretcbing tofviards Mar- 
sala. To the east are. the motmtains of St Vito, 
atylrthe coxjtAcal peninsula of Cofano elctends into 
the, jiea, which is on^ three sides iof ther modii- 
tain. In winter the island of Pantellvia is aho 
frequently risible andf occasionaUy even. Cape Bon 
inAfricK.. . . ...;•' ■. ,,1 .* •• >i • •/ 

The only remains of the oelebrated! temple of 
Venus^ are the fouofdations withih the castle, npu 
ithfi sorcalled JPorta or Area del DiaVolo,.th«. Well 
of Ve^us^ ; a bell-flhaped : pit lined iwith< cemeaity j>ro- 
.bably/2^ reservoir .for grftin^: and a^; anient .reservoir 
i^ ft. byau^ ft. in the ;<tast)e garden, i Contidsnble 
^etufuni of die walls of the city over jwhich Pyrfihaa, 
King, pf £pirjUSy led his storming part;^ H ^716' bus. 
exi^t bitueath , the' preset waU^i. between, the Pofia 
.CTrapani and tl^e Porta Spada. . It was rdefimded by 
eleven square, towers .at unequal .dntenrals.: The 
;ma3Qniry i^ composfed .ofr^nortopus bldiiks ntdeiy 
iquafed : and./ ih courses' generallyu honiontal^. uthe 
Aaigest below* Professoi! Salinu has foiind letters 
and ioAcrlptions /. pn . them which appear tot .fab 
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Phoentoian. RefMirs by th^ Rorains are shown by 
small irregular ' masonry. The Poita 8pada aind 
Porta dt Trapani are now spanned by pointed 
aithes. The highest parts of the wafi arb medi- 
aeval. Diodorus says that the crest <if the moun- 
tain was levelled by Daedalus, who built fortifications 
at the edge of the precipices and constructed a road 
up to the building ; also that Eryz was founded by 
a son of Venus and Butes. 

Venus Erycina was worshipped by all the peoples 
of the Mediterranean — Sicanians, Carthaginians, 
Greeks and Romans. The site was once occupied 
by a Phoenician temple to Astarte, and Melkarth 
was also worshipped here. The Greeks believed 
the temple to have been founded by Hercules, and 
Doriaeus, brother of Leonidas, as a Heradides, car- 
ried his belief so far as to undertake an expedition 
to conquer the district. He was defeated and slain 
by the Phoenicians and Egestans. Hamilcar Barca 
besieged the temple in the First Punic War, and it 
was bravely defended fbr Rome by Celtic mercen- 
aries, who, however, showed themselves bad guar- 
dians, plundering the treasures. After this war the 
Romans restored the temple, furnished it with a 
guard of 200 men who watched day and night, and 
bestowed on it the revenues of seventeen towns in 
Sicily. This was in consequence of the legend that 
the town was founded by ^neas. The most beauti- 
ful women of the island became its priestesses to the 
number of 1000, and Verres even enriched it with 
a silver Cupid ! Strabo deplores the decadence of 
the cult of the goddess, for Eryx was already ancient 
in his time. The doves which lived on the sacred 
hill disappeared at a certain period of the year, and 
it was thought that they accompanied Venus to 
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Libyn* When th^. returned thcije >iva8. . great joy 
and nuny saorifidct. .The modern nanie is dedved 
from tl^e tradition. that, King Roger savi^St. JuHan 
putting the Saraceiit to. flight with a pack of honnd* 
during hit fiege of the town/ < i '(I 
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Ai ht is Tejrmini th^. route is <tl)c. ss^q as ^p 
M^sisa.^ The lipe thep , passes up the valkjr, ^f the 
Fiui9^ Tpjrt<:r aii<i cJrossfcs.iAe watershed Ipetwcen ther 
T^rrrheniaa and African seas h^tweJen; Roccai-Pal- 
umba^ 4he junction cfbr Catania, an4 Lercara'Frid4i» 
whefe Ithc moft northerly sulphur mines -a^c MlVn: 
atedy and where siratigie ^aster^i custopas. still liiig^i. 
It then, follows the valley of the Plata^i, part of which 
ie malariousy as i$ evidenced by, the eucalyptus Kf^^ 
neat the ftations^and thej wire-gauze sa^ei;is tp tj^ir 
doors and windows. rThe hUls in, i^^is valley a^Q: 
beautiful in fprm and 4istant colour. The strange 
outlitiefr ofteii f etnind one of the Spanish Montsercat 
or. of the Dolomites. : Near Acqua Viva^Platani ii^ 
MussimAeli^, with a i $th-century. <:astl^ which b^-r 
longedto tthe Gh^uramonti«. Sttter;a, a little further 'ofi 
(called by the Arabs " S^tir "), is suppos^ by sonwi 
to be^the .ancie^Kit CanHCtiS'y built by Daedalus for 
Cocaiu^ : At Comitini ,2^1fare the whol^ air wuelU 
sttlphUroj9S(j Four .mUm to the west jpf; Ar^agopar 
Caldare^ the junction foir Catania fkopi jQirg^tjy 
is the mud volcanp of Maqcaluba. The hill, is 
about 135 Hr high ^nd is formed of clay i an4 Um^- 
ttov^p. Tfec surface, iaraovered witfe;:<;oneft from 
18 in, to 3 ft« high; the upper cavities, pf which 
ai?e., filled with mud; Carburetted^ hydrogen g^s 
issues ffom clefts in them with more pr less noise.. 
The ground }s barren wherever the m^d f;>Usi.pi? 
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rolls, and the desolation of the aspect of the whole 
place is extreme. 

This is the heart of the sulphur-producing district, 
the most valuable mineral product of Italy. There 
are 300 mines in operation in the districts of 
Girgenti, Caltanisetta, Catania and Palermo, em- 
ploying some 27,000 people. The sulphur is 
separated from the ore by fusion in a primitive fcind 
of furnace called . ** calcatone,** and most c( the 
prodtice is exported to £hgland, France, Bei|^m 
and the Utiited States. The principal port for the 
trade is Porto £mpedocl6, below Girgenti, wheire one- 
sixth of the if^rhole production is shipped, and also a 
great deal of com. The sulphur w^orkers are- the 
lowest class of Sicilian, living in little comfort even 
in prosperous times; and since the depression in the 
trade made itself felt, suftoing gfreat misery. They 
arc very ignc^ant and degraded and furnish a large 
number of ^he Criminals who are so littk' dredit to 
the island. 'The barrenness of the land around and 
the wretched conditions of labour in the sulphur 
mines always strike the visitor very keenly whether 
Itdian or of any other nationality, and I quote a 
brief description of ix>th from an anonymous Italian 
book entitled Sicilta : "This siilphtfi* region Is a 
motkntaittous country, squal^ and upset by the hand 
of man ; naked hills, hollowisd oiit and pitted with 
artifidal volcanoes, theRimacei where the mineral i» 
purified, streaked with whitish and ydloMrish Stripes 
between the heaps' of refuse, with hcreJand there a 
roof or a ^mall house. The Workers are a siknt 
clrowd of spectres, brown and yello^, young, old 
and boySj^sad, cunning, and weakened by theiir 
callitig. The older ones are the * pitconicifl,' the 
miners ; the others the * carusi,' the porters. One 
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behind the other in a line, slowly, with bent heads, 
they disappear into those dark holes, reascend bear- 
ing the mineral and carry it to the furnaces. The 
railway stations, the warehouses and stores are over- 
full of sulphur, and the streets of the towns of the 
district are full of serving; -people, owing to the 
depression in the trade.** 
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GiRGBNTi is the Akragas of the Greeks and the 
Agrigentum of the Romans. In the Middle Ages 
it was the seat of the most richly endowed bishopric 
in Sicily, which was considered the first in import- 
ance, a position which it retained for a long time. 
The modem city occupies a part of the ancient 
acropolis only, but sufficient traces of the ancient 
walls remain to enable one to realise how large a 
place it was in its prime. The great temples are 
the principal attraction at Girgenti, but the situation 
of the town is superb, and the view from the pro- 
menade below the " Rupe Atenea " stretches far 
and wide over hill and plain, over cape and sea, and 
is splendid whether seen when the mists of early 
morning half hide the opalescent distance, at mid- 
day when the blue African sea enforces the bril- 
liancy of the sunlight upon the yellow rocks and 
earth, or by evening light when all the colours are 
mellowed and blended against the lovely sunset sky. 
The temples stand on the edge of a precipice 
which gradually declines to the Porta Aurea, in the 
following order. At the easternmost point, over- 
looking the watercourse now called Fiume St. 
Biagio, but anciently Akragas, stands the temple of 
Juno Lacinia, next that of Concord, followed by 
that of Hercules, between which and that of Jupiter 
the road to the Porta Aurea passes. Beyond are 
those of Castor and Pollux and of Vulcan, which 
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look down on tke rAvin^df th^'Disago, anciently the 
Hyp^^* Be8i4^8 this magnificent range there are 
the remains of a temple in thie city, believed to be 
those of the temple, of Jupicer Poliocus^ and beyond 
the ^s Rupe Atenea " thje Nofman church of San 
Bif^gio i^^bi;ilt ^apon part of that of Ceres and 
Proserpine. I^earj^y al) these names are conjeeturaL 
Aa xiegarc^ St. Biagio^ CayaUari says, that a statue ^f 
Akragas, son* of Jupitei ^nd the nymph Asterope^, 
was 'feu^d in; 9 cistern below, it some years ago, a 
youngi, beardless figurei of white marble of good 
s^h^ and i«9emblitig a figure on ^^.^oin surrounded 
by fisfces and with the, legend AKPACAS, St. Biagio 
was therefore prpba,bly * temple of Akragas, .who 
lyas much venerated by the Geloi^.and this Was the.' 
tenipk to which Smpedocles iceferred when, ezhi)rt-| 
ifig his felloiy.-citizens, he reminded them that the^ 
dwelling, of the. blonde, youth Akrf^^ was on the 
heights of the city. Ci^stro^ov4nni is visible from 
tjxis ;tem,ple. - » 

The t^niple of Juno is a per ipteros-hexastylos :yvith 
thirty-four fine Doric columns, which have twenty 
fluting^.. Their height 'is five times th^ir diameter,; 
and twenty-five pf,th^m:are standing ; tjxe remaining 
ninic> which h^ve been re-erected^ have only half their 
height. At the eastern end is a," thyme^e," a little 
terrace rea<?l^ing to the wall of the tpwn, upon: 
which ftatnes pro)^l% Stood, or ivotive tripods, 
or. per)iaps an altar for use on great festivals, 
when the concourse, was gre^^ter than the temple 
would hold. It stand* on >a ^eat stylobate 
of masonry close to the ancient walls, and nearly 
400 ft. above sea'-l^el. It was for this temple that 
Zeuzis planted his picture of the goddess from five 
of the most; beautifol giyls o{^ the cify. who were 
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giren ktm for models. Tte ttm^e cf Cbiitdrd ii 
very well preMrved, perhaps becaiiise it W« convihrtecf 
into a Chmtian church in the Middle Ages, at'wkid^' 
time the arched openings ih the Walls o(ihtr^//a' 
wefte ma<^. ' It is'isi double peripteios^hexasiylos 
and much ikior6 ibniplet^ retaining its pediments 
at both ends, in the roicis betow, outside, zfd 
Christian totobn, and • an earlj^ catacomb h passed' on 
the way/to the temple of Heitttles< the grouo'bf 
Fragapane, whichr has hs^fldors coveitd with cbfRn^ 
like tombs arranged in clu^ers, both the cehtrb and 
the side chambeiryi The walls of th^ tatter are tut 
into nkoiolia. The regains oftheTtbmpk of Hercules 
are slight, though it is intd^esting' ar4>dn)^ thbbght 
to be the oldest of thes^ temples. It was l^pri^ral, 
p^fipteros-hexastj^los, and had thirty^ight columns, 
and both in the remains of decoratibn on the plasttr 
coating diftco^ered by iSzcavatidn bf fni^ents 
thrown down bf the Carthaginians ahct ill cei^n' 
peculiarities of plan it resembles the most atieient blT 
th^ temi^^ at Setintltit. From this slii6iM V^rres 
tried to steal the statue eif Hercules by iiight;%ut^ 
his dates were repulted by thfe eitizetis, who rose in' 
defetide of their prdj^rty Which was Worh' by the 
kisses df hil' worshipper^. Here too, it^s 'saJtl, Wwe 
kept the paiiitihgs of ' AlcMfcna and the kiiUtii 
Hercules strangling the 'seTj^nts l^ ^^^etltis, atid' 
fVom this spot the^alfue 6f ^sculapiul, now in thi^ 
museum of Palermo, was takeii; as Wdl as. th^ head 
of a lion ih Cidcarfcous Stone whith is beli^Ved to 
have ftAmed the *croterion Of the back pediiW^t: 
A pottidn of the aiicieht street shows here with 
deep ruts Worn iia the stone^ "T^he Porta' Aur^a, 
marked by themod^i^ road' which still Ibltbwtf the 
ancient direction. Is th^ gate by which ^t Ronkanfs 
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^nterc4 in 210 «^c At the other side are the 
custodian'! house and, the temples of Jupiter 
Qlympim 9|nd Castor, and Pollux.* The former was 
never comj^eted^ Ereaed in the 5th century b.c. 
its special. . pepuliajrities were thet colossal telamones, 
25 ft. in hl^ight^ one of which has been reconstructed 
on the ground^ and the huge engaged Golumns, each 
20 ft. in circumference, with flutings broad enough 
\o allow a qnan to stand in each, . as they say, but 
which. only measwe 18 tn. across. Down to 1401 
a ^ransidergble part of the temple was in existence, 
but it has since been used aa a quarry, the modem 
mole d(t Porto .Ettpedode having been the last.nse 
tQ ivhich th« stones have been put In 1852 
e^^cavations discovered remains of the polychrome 
decoration which had beautified it ; like one of the 
^mplesof Selinunt which resembles it in architec- 
tttr^ details and copstrtiction. Traces of the.de- 
atxnction .by the Carthaginiaito were also Ibund ; 
at the base of each column is a conical cut large 
enough Jo disturb ths equilibrium when the roof 
wi^. b<ir^ M The blocks of ktetne show the U-shaped 
groove at each end for hoisting them into position. 
A lil^e flilther on is the temple called that of 
Castor and PoUux, coosistitgof fi>or Doric columns 
vf ith a portion of entabktur^ rfr^erected by Sig. 
CayaUari from the remains of two dificffent buildings, 
vt^hi(Ji..^tQ0d back, to back. The stucco^ a white 
cetnen^ which -i was alway» applied, the stone being 
a fpjojCQ^s^rjydlow^ fossil limestone which beass the 
raiv^ges of scirocco badly, :was. also useful asia groiind 
fyc ccJouring. Theicei^ains of the temple of Vulcan, 
fwhich are » rather farther joa m i garden,, are inng- 
niiicant^ but below themits a vast Artificially cut 
hollow iisomethiag like a ktomia, now a^^ garden. 
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This is thought to have been the cekbnited {)iscina 
or reservoir mentioned by Diodoras ^ulus. 

The town ihad only i two g«t*8, thfe Porta Attrea 
and the Porta di Geky which was between San 
Biagio ahd the temple; of Jutk> Lacinia, thou^ 
there may perhaps ^ve beeii ' a gate of HehicKsa on 
the west* Its site is still calkid ^Civita,*^ fttid it lies 
above St. Nicola and b^ow the Hotel desTem^^es. 
It probably stretched from the Rupe Ateiaei and St. 
Biagio to th'ei temples. Here it is that f^Oftions of a 
.Greek house were discovered iri l86^, fbur rooms, 
twenty-eight colqmns and several mosaic 'fiok>rs. 
Outside the walls are the so-calltod tomb o^Theron, 
!X building of Roman times, the milture of lontc 
and Doric detaik showing a period of decadence, 
ahd the temple of ^sculapius, «mall remains buih 
into the waU of a house and thought to be of thle 
same date as the temple of Jupiter (420 d.c.), *fA>m 
;the .&t that the cohimns are engaged in a similar 
way in. both buildings. ' 

An. interring building i» passed oh thewayto 
thf town from the teni|>les, the church of St.^ Nicola, 
built in Norman times, partly With' ancient material 
.and ton 'part of an ancient site. ^ 'Behind the high 
altar is a Httle courtyard with a heavy cornice- and 
ittde paibting >on the frieze below, similar to^'the 
cornice 6n the:fli9ade^ whkh appears to' be ancient 
material; the side -walk have an arcade of' 'a flat 
curve supported b)/ piers with curious projecting 
mouldinigs .half-«way up, recallfng a 'Rdm^iiv* podii;im. 
The roof is: a barrel vault. Of pointed section with 
chamferbd libs^ibovexach pier. The wall against 
which the high altar is set has above Mt« r6w of 
jround-headed niches, separated by small c<Arbelted- 
ont columns and iooctipied by fiiaob^ which arb 
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dated 1^74, but lodk at Idlst a cfcnturjr earlier. 
The gt^at doofwiy hks aii arckivojt with fine Md 
moaldtn^ and the door is panelled itt an • uhiisttal 
arid efffeetive Mariner. The back of the church is 
in the Painittieri' garden, which also contains some 
interesting architectural reihains in a picturesque 
setting. These consist of a beautiful Corinthian 
cornice, built in at the top of a bastion-like tower 
which is part of i reservbir and relieves finely against 
the stone pines and other trees near, and the so-called 
Oratorio di Falartde, the r^j/^ of i Roman temple, 
which' is perfect up tt> thie triglTphs of the fiieze, 
converted into an 'oratory in Norman timet, the 
interior having been vaulted and i tWo-light window 
inserted (now built up), while a pointed doorway 
has been cut in the fa9ade below the origitial archi- 
trave, which still remains; Cavallari excavated to 
the east of this building and found foundations and 
columns of a portico^ which diowed that the temple 
was tetrastyle and prdstyle ; but these remains have 
disappeared. ' . , ?' 

In the towti there ure three highly interesting 
things to »e6^the cathedral, the ruined church of 
St George, arid the church of Sta. Maria dei Gr^i, 
which is believed to be built upon the ancient 
temple of iAihene. The two temj^ of Jupiter 
PoKoeus arid of Jupiter Atabyrius are thought by 
Schubring( to be dne and the same and to have 
occupied the summit of the acropolis^ where ' the 
cathedral now stands. This still has the original 
campanile of the t^th cen^Aiy, battered and weather- 
worn, but picturesque ^^ individual. Thepenist- 
erice of Nbrman • decorative details till tkit late 
datei^tririouf.'' The interior hlu^iecn mbdemised 
with abiundarit 4tttc<f0^d deuills. It contains' in the 
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$9h C^fjJtfi>\^^ 9 vfvyb^gutifHl m<ifble garcoplu^s 
carved ivit^ ^ubjeq^s (jropa t^ ^tq^y of Hippolytus 
.go4: Pt^drv ^pd ^Pa^e wdl-head» wWch.weift; jp 
the? jq^^drjj, Jpipne^jMi ^ch thieire.^as, once a brge 
fil^rup ^iwell.ai a b(e Qo^^c t;omb;d,i^d 1497 
.and j^, rd<| and, blaclt Greeki v^4 ; , i X^er^ are two 
mia9MUed caAkel;^ in the treasury, early inediae;vaJ in 
ft)^l^ IVfapy docmnents of tbe Norm^^ pei;iod a^e 
priE^rved in tb^archives^.^ndiaccording^as^ Italian 
^account <here ]» ,aJettcr Gtop^ the devil (!) p^rpsierTcd 
.Mi|f([H9e;part of ihc cathedral Ther^ is some good 
,iytk^c^tiWy ifiwiwork in- ^t^dioir, painted,. g?:jeen 
and^old^ and« irescp behind a coluoMd gji^rded by 
ian if On door which is ascribed' to 1095^ but i& later. 
There is also,^, indifferent Mi^dpn^a by Guidp Reni 
abo^ th^^ W Jlkar oci thj^ rights The elaborfite 
,de$Qi3ation(Of i^^Ucco showftgrciai; talent fpr model^^g 
faad aa*teolut^l^bs«9cQ,pftaatie. . .; > 

,Kor th^i^pBiple which.iSfQo^ o|ii this site Phalaris 
CoUecj^d fe«ildi«f BWtqrig^nd J>|:wuaded t{»e, Agri- 
gen tines that in order to kieep it safe it was well to 
hfliYen w4llvbiiilfi rouipid tO^ p%^ and^gua^yds .set — 
by, ; which i.stratagemi her ;pr;<)|ifided higwelf r with a 
.ci&adel and ysiifh soldiery }ffy, means rof which tp fix 
)iis yoke upon their necks^ . Tl|? dooi^way ^f the 
^chorch q£ Stu .Gcpi^iiss^inted and/i^as Norman 
d^co^ative details^ the principal ornamea; biding, ti^e 
wdH-knoty*. ziggag in. several tfanjtf, rbut with, the 
additiori//of the,dog-l<(>pth. ^nd of niprc /oliated 
caryiag thUn is fotind in iBtigland at that(,period« .A 
palace near bdong^ to^he Chiar^imonU 9fid is now 
a maaxiMty. Th^ piazRa bdongs tjQ the hospital of 
the ^lat^ l^rotn if; ppe looks do9^nson the 
andjont.j4wa',^a«tdr, njo^w.-cajyifd' the.Cpntrada dj?l 
JUbttttO(:;,r6maiiis of the wallwhiiQh divided it firoxn 
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GIRGENTI 

the rest of the city may still be seen against the 
western rock. A fine view over the country west- 
ward is visible too from this point of vantage. 

Sta. Maria dei Greci has 13th-century features 
about ity such as the west door, but the interior has 
been made up with plaster into late Renaissance 
forms. Some of the Greek columns are visible in 
the side walls, but to see the steps of the base on 
which they stand and the lower part of six which 
are disengaged on the left (discovered by Cavallari 
many years ago), one enters a vaulted passage part of 
which is beneath the street. Schubring says that 
this is the temple of Athene, and that the two 
temples of Jupiter are one and the same and stood 
on the summit of the acropolis, where the cathedral 
now is. 

The "Rupc Atenea," called also "Colle Miner- 
vale," is thought by some to have been the site of 
the temples of Minerva and that of Jupiter Ataby- 
rius, but Cavallari says that he has examined it care- 
fully several times and cannot find any trace of the 
preparation of the rock for the foundations of a 
temple. The depression between the two elevations 
b said to have been cut by Empedocles to dispel 
malaria by making a passage for the north wind. 

Girgenti, according to the Greek accounts, was 
founded by colonists from Gela in 582 B.c., but 
it appears certain that there was a Sicanian town 
here previously, identified by some with Camicus. 
Cavallari, however, says that Schubring and Holm 
have proved by historical and topographical argu- 
ments that it was on a mountain in the vicinity of 
Caltabellotta. In the hill of Monserrato near is a 
necropolis from which archaic vases have been ex- 
cavated, which with the shape and arrangement of 
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the tombs prove the existence of a |)eople there before 
the Greeks came. 

Diodorus gives a tradition that when Sicily was 
invaded by Minos in pursuit of Daedalus he was 
received by the King of Akragas. . Minos was con- 
temporary with the earliest Greek civilisation. 
Polybiot says that the Rodioti coming to Akragas 
built there a temple to Jupiter Atabyrins, which 
some very ancient coins seem to support proving an 
immigration of the Lindii, bringing with them the 
worship of the Moloch of Mount Tabor. The 
braasen bull of Phalaris probably had some con- 
nection with this cult. This tyrant apparent^ 
resembled some of the Italian princes of the Renais- 
sance in hi^ cruelty, unscrupulousness, love of art 
and of learned men, and has had the most vaned 
characters given to him ; most of the older writers 
fiainting him as a cruel and licentious tyrant, while 
Lucian and others held a much better opinion of 
him. As Pythagoras knew him, vrho was bom 
about 592 B.C., he probably lived between 550 and 
500 B.& Following the account of Polienus we 
nuiy consider him as a rich financier who was given 
the charge of collecting the taxes and looking after 
the public money by his fellow-citizens. Agrigentum 
being prosperous determined to build a ten^e to 
Jupiter Polias. which should be the finest in the 
world. To Pbalaris was committed the provision 
of various kinds for this great work, materials, slaves, 
etc. A great part of the materials was deposited in 
Camicus (Polienus considers it to be at Girgenti), 
but as the walls were in ruins (com age, thieves 
found their way in (not without suspicion of the con- 
nivance of Phalarb, though he publicly proclaimed 
that it was sacrilege, the things bcin^ already dedi- 
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cated to Jupiter). To calm tUe people's iiidijgfnation 
ovfit die theflt he insinuated ttllat It; wotoldf be better 
tOTeitore ai^ fortify Camicos saas to^mak^it safe 
for the^maOeriAk for tHe temple or-ftr ianything' else' 
whidi th^' wished to taioe cftre df. The piroposi- 
ttOM beinjg accepted, Phalarif restored and enlarged 
the wall of thecitadely suffroandetd it with toweif 
and ditbhes and Established' himself withm ;f theh- 
tal^ng tbtf occi|tott'of t&e publk> danbings widi" 
wiiich the city celdx^ted the feltiValofCeres^' with' 
the people whom ht had engaged for the Work^of 
the temple ;i he fell: ojkin" the' Jo^l, thoughtlaS' 
citiiensy oUi^ing^ them to 8«bnm to '^s dominiofi 
ahd killittj; thoser who^ resisted^ To oiaMe' sUre df 
his liffc by disarming the'citiatenshe made'iise of the 
follbwfiig/stratagem. ' He spread a rpeport that Mer 
WW g(^ng'Jto givie rgaibes in the Talkyftontside: the' 
city towards the $tz^ ;«diere the hills ibtiiied'a ^fMat 
paia^stla ' which Wonld^ accommodate many pteople; 
aiid^'mad^ pnblic prepstatiotiTs. The^ Agvij^ntinet, 
weve delighted and on the day 'fixed Wenv ^tit< <by' 
thousands; ' enjoying the ^;nfnd and magnificent 
spdeude spread bei^ them.' The tcity ws|s dtnost- 
etdp^; when by 'the ^xrders of Phsbris ther>g|ite9 wei^ 
shnt {to that no warning could be:|;ivetfta those 
withotit) and'soUieri went fromf hotiM to 'house' 
cottedihg' the arms* ' When the ' citizens letumed- 
they fdund dtetbsetref completely at the^miprcy of' 
the tyrant.'".'.. . :. ,. - - ' ;..;^ •.{.■,.■■:■•- '...-- 

'^'Thetfambus btdl Waspre^ditecl to him tiy Pmllns 
or Ferilatts, a ictttftsmaki ^jAthens^orGirgenti. -In' 
it' the cries of 'the-viictim- Who was beln^g slowly 
roflNed resembled the bellowihg of a foribus bull/ an^ 
idea which nftoned'Phalat^ ind his conn so m^ch 
that he tried it ^memediate))^ ^n- the persdin bf-the 
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ingenious ihvenjkor h Lncian Hyt it wat tiLon pre- 
sented to the temple of Delphi ; bcit Cicero narrates 
how Scipio, having conqimed Carthage^ wishing to 
return, to Sicily the things stolbi by the Carthagin^ 
iahSy returned to the Agrigentine^ the nobk bull of 
Phalaris. Certain <stories show that his heart was 
open to noble and generous sentiments. The grout 
admiration^ never deni^ in which he held learned 
men^ Stesichorus attd Pythagoraa especially^ thpughi 
both/weie oj^osed to him, points to a superiority 
d[ mind and a disposition to respbot mef it and true 
virtue. He tried to g^ain the friendship 'of Stesi** 
chorus jwith gifts and demonstrations of likings' Yet 
when the Imeresi' asked Phakrit to take'coinixiftnd<of 
theer armies, reqniiring^ a captain, it. was Stesichorus 
who saved them, by the fable of the. horse, the stag 
and die man, from allowing him to have a sp^daL 
guand introdnced iilto the city^ and thus preserved 
their Hberty^ Even after this Phalaris retained 
great ' adnti^tion for Stesichorus^ He. fared still 
warseu'with Pythagoras^ whom herecdved honour- 
aUy^ and was |)leased to hear his lessoi^sand lectures^ 
Btttr.the,philosoph(£ loved Ubeitty and. spoke. to the 
citizens^a^inst despdtisin^ so that Phalaris thought 
that by exciting him: he might takfi advantage, of 
carelflds words and so.iexcuse ths^ tioUtion of hospi* 
tality^j:- During a diseaission'inr the Acadeitty, Phatois 
made a jest oraU.the;prina|4es of which the Pytha^ 
gorean philosophy made most, disputing with d; 
favouritts disciple of Pytfaagooa^ Abiuri^. . T^e master 
understood that her was aimed at, and answered so, 
warmly and Well that; ther audience j became excited. 
He seised th^ moment toincite thb citizens to throw 
off^iSOr odious yoke. . A flight of pigeetos fluttered 
ti^pxifli the air pilrsued ify a iparrow^awlc ready tQ . 
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«ktdi out with' beak and claws^ Pointmg it out to 
^tht «xcited and tremblc^g citizens^ he cried^ '^See 
what a yile 'fear i» capable of ! If bivt one of Jthoie 
pigebnai dared to resist he would save hit companions, 
who would have time to fiee I " He had soircety 
spoken the Words wh^n an old man named Tetema- 
.chui seized a stone ahd' threw it at the tyrant^ a 
signal for aii unpremeditated revolt. In vain Phakris 
sought safety in £ight. Followed by his guards he 
fell, stoned by the mnhitudew So says Jamblichns, 
but others execute poetic justice on him by making 
him die in his own buUj This occurred in 549 b.c. 

The period of greatest prosperity fiw Akragas was 
perhaps while Empedodes lived there. ' He « per- 
suaded the people to hkve a popular government, and 
thus destroyed the dangerous oligarchy of the f ich 
.and the patricians, who excluded the common Ibik 
fit>m the gova*nment of the city, and reformed the 
,laws so that any one^ no mt^er what his position, if 
not stiined with crime or by dishonest actioi», could 
take part in public afiairs^ thus establishing the abso- 
lute equality <>f all citizens before the law. He got 
rid of the mercenary troops, lessened the nuihber of 
slaved and prisoner servants, and byrhn ownr authority 
qxrieted the tumults ol fkctions^ 

The great extension and . beautifying of the xit|^ 
wasy however,' the work of Theron dter the battle of 
Hnnera in 480 b.c., when the' Carthaginians were 
defeated^, great booty gained by*.iho s^Ued Greek 
cities and thousand^ bf prisoners taken as ^laVes^ who 
were made u^e of for the colossal works then under- 
taken-f-temples. ^d aqueducts — 'Some of which are 
atill in use. The Fontcdei Greci, near thei Hotel 
des Temples, is an example^' said to- be older thah the 
" aqueducts of Pheax. i . .. j 
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J The. kcoonnto 6f tkffriplendoiir ianil rridnt df the 
ckitei^iaio &bu)oiu. Emp^ocks said df^thcm tkat 
ihtiy bailt as if the^ v^ere tb: liye for evcr^ and fea«ed 
,M if tbcf; wetfe to diet on lihemoffrowi • k^ it .re- 
Corded dbjl oolthcf' bcdisicn of'the^miarriiage of Ike 
davghtier'jof Antitthen^ tke'RlKx^n^ ^oo 'carriages 
>aQd • i^6do i horsemen ytoottght the- bride vhemei at 
. nighly i while xhet.d^ was. iUvminatedso that the 
.vthble distiritt appeared >dlight2j The Akraganttnes 
. erecMdi . nijoiiameiits to • .hatiea who woii a fiimotts 
jrac^ .and nuiidens ^ built tombs fov their. £ivourite 
songH^rds. A certain* Exainetbs won the add jards 
'race:. at; Olympia, 'and i^irhen .he. caihe h9ine 1300 
chfriols wesitout ta wekone l^ini; each drawoi by a 
pair of miliM¥hite hqnes^ Durhig Ithe Caiidiagiman 
* war a: decree was issued forbidding a: soldior. on . the 
itoltt'ch.to..'be provided) with >more<than ttt^.mattreises^ 
Moo'piiiam -tandi a. blanket. * In: thefgynmaaim the 
ntcniiis weret iinade of gold. At the door of GelliaSy 
a rich man jof the city, stood slaTes < all day ■ long to 
invtite every (! piassing sttangefi 'tOHfltesf axid. fe^tth 
'hifnsblf ; .and ohce^ ih winter, when $00 i^ders came 
ifromi Gbla^ he took 'them all in, and in. addition 
prescinted each man. with: ^new ^annents. .In/ his 
cellars, instead of casks and' hogsheads; he had 500 
JBtervbirs for wine heWn in the aolid rock, each of 
which held 100 amphorae^ which is nearly e()ual to 
900 galsi. When.thfiicity was,taken'^y the Carthi- 
gtniansrthisGelHas collected soch of his treiasnrcii as 
he conld'gs^er fiogedier)qmici!iy^land with his fiunily 
retitedcinto the temple of Minerva and set! £re to the 
.^ct^ sSyixilg that he thus avoided three evils : ^^Tlie 
impiety of the ,enemy towards ithejgods, the > rapine 
of the Saoced^riches^ and thi murder wluch kf^ would 
have committed on himself and his ifikmily ''*" This 
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was in 406 b.c., when the Carthaginians were led by 
Himilcon. They spared neither man nor beast, nor 
woman nor child, and prisonen were horriUy 
tortured, torn to pieces and crucified by hundreds. 
In two or three centuries they reduced its magni- 
ficence into a field strewn with ruins. When 
Hannibal was besieging it he demolished some of 
the sepulchres outside the town, either to fortify 
his camp with the material or to build non-inflam- 
mable siege towers. A storm came on and the 
lightning killed some of those at work on the tomb 
of Theron, and a pestilence broke out and Hannibal 
himself died. The soldiers thought that the gods 
were angry, and to appease them Himilcon ordered 
the destruction to cease, sacrificed a child to Saturn, 
and propitiated Neptune by drowning a number of 
prisoners and discontented soldiers. 

After a siege of eight months the mercenaries 
became disaffected, the provisions beginning to fiiil. 
The. Campanians Were the first to go, gained orer, 
according to Diodorus, by a bribe of 15 talents; 
then Decippus with his Lacedaemonians, and theh 
others. The captain of the people, taking stock of the 
provisions^ came to the conclusion that they would 
only last for a few days longer, and published an order 
that on the foUowing night all who could should be 
ready to abandon the city. So great was the despadr 
of the citizens that many killed themselves on their 
thresholds or in the temples rather than become 
exiles. The sad procession, composed principally of 
women and. children, left the city at night with cries 
and wailings and made its way to Gela, thence to 
Syracuse, and finally to Leontinoi. Only those who 
w^e sick and old remained, and those who refused 
to abandon the sacred walls of their native place. 

119 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



SICILY 

The city in its prosperous days had held 306,000 
inhabitants, and Laertes in his biography of Empe* 
docles even estimates them at 800,000 ! It appeared 
to recover somewhat in the time of Timoleon, and 
took some part in the First and Second Punic Wars, 
suffering sieges at the hands of both combatants, bat 
became finally Roman in 207 bx., after which it 
disaj^ars from history. In 440 a.d. the Vandals 
under Genseric laid Sicily waste. They were de- 
feated near Girgenti in 456, and in the next year 
peace was made between Genseric and Odoacer^ who 
agreed to pay the Vandals a yearly sum for the use 
of Sicily as a granary. 

In 828 the Saracens took it, the city and sur- 
rounding district becoming the headquarters of the 
Berbers, a race the peculiarities of which nuy still be 
recognised in a type of face frequently met with in 
Girgenti. Rebelling in 93 7 against their power, after 
three year» it again had to submit, and a severe famine 
was the result of the struggle. In 1089 it was taken 
by Roger and his Normans, and four years later St. 
Gerlando was appointed to the bishopric. There is 
a legend to the effect that St. Libertino yni the first 
bishop sent by St. Peter together with Pancrazio and 
Marciano, bishops of Taormina and Syracuse respec- 
tively. The bishopric was the first in Sicily in posi- 
tion and importance for a long time. 

The whole of the rock under the modem city it 
pierced by galleries and chambers into which one 
may descend at several points. The principal en- 
trance is by the side of the church in the Piazza del 
Purgatorio. It is disputed whether these were 
quarries from which the stone of which the city was 
built was extracted, or places of refuge, or caves in 
which the earliest inhabitanta of Sicily dwelt before 
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they began to build on the surface of the earth. It 
appears most likely that they were connected with 
the defensive works of the city when it was confined 
to this upper part, and are therefore Sicanian. 

Licata can be reached by rail from Girgenti, from 
which it is distant about 53 miles; it is xi^ 
from Terranova. It contains little of interest be- 
yond two mediaeval castles, but occupies the $hc of 
the ancient Phintias, which was built by the tyrant 
of Akragas who bore that name, after the destruction 
of Gela by the Mamertines in 282 bx., and peopled 
from that city. It was an ancient Phoenician- 
Carthaginian IbrtresSy garrisoned by Carthage dur- 
ing the war with Agathodes in 3 1 1 b.c., and here 
Regulus in 256 ex., before his expedition to Carth- 
age, conquered the Carthaginian fleet in one of the 
greatest naval battles on record, in which at least 
300,000 men were engaged. It is situated at the 
mouth of the Fiume Salso, the ancient Himera Meri- 
dional's, which rises in the Madonie Mountains only 
fifteen miles from the northern coast. Its modern 
name is derived from the Arabic LinhUjadah. In 
July, 1553 A.D., it was sacked by the allied fleets 
of the Grand Turk and the most Christian king (of 
France), a curious combination, which was inimical 
to the Emperor Charles V. 
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FROM GIRGENTI TO CATANIA 

By tkis route tke centre of the island is traversed, 
.the line passing ..by Castrogiovanni, its highest and 
most central city, the ancient Enni.. 

The, first kw miles contain little of note. Glimpses 
of the sea and of Girgenti on one .Sfde, and. of the 
Madonie Mountaiiis on the other,' break the dolness 
of the. landscape, and there is one town, Racalmuto, 
which has a fine situation. Canicatti is the junction 
for Licata, and a little fiiither on is 8erradifalco, from 
which the celebrated archeeologist and antiquarian, 
the Duke, of Serradifalco, took his title. . The first 
l^ace of real interest is Caltanisettay the ancient Nisa 
or Nissa, as has-been proved hy the finding of a Greco- 
Siculan stone inscribed <Kalath4-nissa. It is a pro- 
vincial capital. From the city, which lies on the 
side of a hill, there is a £ne view of the mountains 
to the east ; in which direction, twd miles away, is 
the monastery of Badia di St. Spirito, a Norman 
building erected by Roger I., and beyond it a mud 
volcano resembling that at Maccaluba. Above the 
cemetery is a ruin, the manor of the Bauffremonts, 
like a northern castle. 

At St. Caterina-Xirbi the line from Palermo joins 
that from Girgenti. Just before reaching the station 
Etna becomes visible in fine weather. Beyond Imera 
the Fiume Salso, the ancient Himera Meridionalis, 
is crossed, and the line ascends rapidly, threading the 
tortuous ravine which separates Castrogiovanni from 
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CabACtbfttta^. » fiifottrite ]:eftideitce of Pedro II. of 
.Aca^oa« i Tbe Uttec ia ^S8o ft* above s^arlevel, while 
th^ fotmec is t6Q5 ft Ita name comes from the 
Arabic . • * Kasry^niy" itself a corrupdoii of Enna. . It 
lies ion a hilHn the foiin of a horse«-shoe open> towards 
the, east. NdtwKtbstaaiding its lofty poftition and the 
^een winds which sweep through lits streets, olives 
and vineft are ikot damaged hy the cold of winter and 
eai^spfingy andon theyery summit of the mountain 
lis'ii f2»noUs vin^ard*: The citadel, .La Rocca^ Was 
frepaifod b^ King Miitfred. From it. there n*a fine 
And extended mountain^ view. The pyramid lof £t na 
toweis towards the east, to the north run two mountain 
chainl^iramifikations of . the Nebrodian Mountains, 
and; to the, torthreast risei Monte Artesino beyond 
the Jlill.on which Calaadbetta lies. Oil its eastern 
slopes lie Lteonfocte andAgica ; between the two,, bat 
further away^ lofty Troina. To the north-north-west 
oh a precipitous ndge between Monte Artesino and the 
Madonife Mountains are Petralia di Sopra and Gangi. 
To thfe ilQi>th*^West> near Termini, Monte Sl Calogero 
If visUble ; to .the west Pizizo di Camarata, and to the 
fottth the Hersean Moantain)^ Licata and the sea. 
>iitix to La Rocca,! on the other side of a small ravine, 
:it^i&ibelieved that the temple of Ceres stood, and a 
^flight of fbck-cut steps' is thought to have belonged 
to it.. The site of tiie temple of Persephone is on 
^ Monte Salvo,, near the convent .of tbePadri Ri^formati 
in the famous^ yiaeyard.. There are no renuins. of 
^eithin^ . At the other end of the town is a castle 
v^hlch was hnilt by Frederick II. of AragCMa. It has 
two windows somewhat resembling thbse in the Castel 
Naovoat Nai^Si> -Bebw on the right is Sta. Maria 
del Popolo, built to cover a sacred spot, a rock with 
a painting of the Crucifixion on it ; beyond it are 
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the washing pools^ and on the 8k)p«s of the mbimiam 
are rock tombs, • A portico^ near the washing pool« 
and a statue tor two are all the antlqud' remains left. 
The cathedraly La Madonna deUaVlsitazibney was 
founded in 1307 by Qiieen Eieahor, but! retains only 
an apse and the $oiith door o(her period. It ^MMsesses 
a pulpit) some thoir stalk and an antient tilver-gilt 
tabernacle which are interesting^ ahd on an antiqtie 
stand Co the left of > the entrance tsu censer which 
also deserves ihspection. In its south wail is a pillar 
from the temple of Ceres. There is a museum ^nd 
a Communal library in the town^ in whidi ate tbmc 
good incunabula and a reredos of solid silver of con- 
siderable isize. The «iuseam nevertheleu stands open 
all day. There are in all thirty^lx churches: St. 
Giovanni his a tower of Sicilian Gothic, St. Chiair^ 
and St. Benedetto have gilded convent grfHeSy St. 
Francesco has a square Norman tower with a round- 
headed porch; On Some of the church floors are ela- 
borate subjects in tiles of the 1 7th centulry.^ 

A certain number of beggars, licensed by the 
Government, wait at the church doors ; * tliey are sup- 
posed to i>e supported by the alms of the faitynl. 
The men of C^trogiovanni wear fine dafkn-blue cbais 
vtrith a high-peaked hood and topbbots. T^ere 
are no carts nor horses in the streets. The cvty is 
a wonderful natural fofrtress, and well deserves its 
title of the "impregnable'* given it by Livy. It 
was the principal scene of the worship of Demeter- 
Kore, goddesses of the aborigines, and the details of 
the festival, of the Madonna della Grazia seem to be 
a survival of that of Ceres. Small sheaves o( tan of 
corn, the finest of the crop^ are borne in procession. 

^ I have siipplemented my own notes on Castrogiovanni 
from Mr. Douglas Sladen's /rt Sicify, 
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Family' they were carried by mea entirely nudfe ; 
now. they advance towards the Madonna^in long white 
tunica with the ears of com in their hands. Below 
the town are two citvems in the, rocky onfi of which 
is called ** DeU' Inferno^'* and the peaaantt say that 
this !• the place from which Pluto issued. 
< In ancient times dense forests, brooks and lakes 
Uftade this. district a Uxi^iant garden, a thikig difficult 
to believe fromJts asffect at the present day, aiid it 
is even said that hounds lost the scent of the game 
owing, to the fragc^ce of the flowers. Some assert 
that the city ^as founded iirom Syracuse in 664 bx., 
sffkd othACSnsay that there is no foundation foe the 
sngjjeftion. ThereM»' little dctvibt that a Sicaman 
town existed here at th^c time. In 402 b.c. it foil 
by. treachery into the hands of Dioaysioli I., skid 
Agathocks also possessed himself of it. In the First 
Punic, War. it was taken by the Carthaginians, but- 
the Rofnans captured it in the end* Iji Pinarius, com- 
mandant' at tktf time ofMarooUuis, having but a small * 
fprc6and/^ring treachery, summoned the inhabitants 
tf)i the theatre and massacred them all* He thus saved 
£nn^, bul! set Sicily aflame at. the outrage on the Holy 
Qty. 1% was the centre of the Servile War. The 
slaves kMled all the freemen except the workers in 
iipn^jwhiun they" reduced to davery and forced to 
manii&<:tn];e weapotis. When . they took possession 
o^ the .^Ke^ under £!unus^ it was only regained after 
a, ^rce struggle. . The siege lasted for two years 
(133-^1^^ i^c.)^ and to this day Roman missiles are 
sometimes found; near the ancient tortuous approach 
to. the tosyn. There Were «qo,ooq slaves under arms, 
and their : leader Eunus^ was practically king of the 
island for seven years* They werelreduted by famine 
mpt^ than by force^pf arms: i» the. eiid. 
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. In 837 A,tf. the Saracens failed in $t6fmiit|^ the 
town, but int8f9 Abbas-ibn-Fadhl gfained pOMcssfon> 
of theforttiess by tr&acheiy^ a prisoner having intro^ 
duced the Ara/b» by a ttDinel on the noith side. The 
booty was enonnons^ for the inhabitants '6f all* the 
country side had taken refuge wi^in, iti walb.' 
Some of the womefl'^ were then taken m >4a^e« >to 
Bagdad. The Noitoani took/ it in 10S7. It wait 
fortified , to sfotne extent in d^ Middle Ages and' 
strongly in modem timet. K..' . . . v 

The visitor will probably be showti the room' in 
which the Immacnlate Collection took place, ac^ol^- 
ing to the local legend. The ancient roem eocitain»ft 
little stove at which they j«^y the Virgin was^ engaged 
in cooking when the Angel Gabriel appeared to li^'! 

The lake of Pergusa^the traditional site>^f'the 
Rape of Ptoserpine, lies in the fields of Inna in th^ 
I^in, endosed by a rim of moniitSiitts 'whose* sides atfe' 
streaked with mddovTs, and coloured in spring tvitli 
the pink flush of ;dmond trees thrown np:^ the> 
dark green of the frsquent cyp^. It is 'hMlarions 
andmuch frequented by waterUbwl. It it twi>hdnrS' 
from Castn>giovanni and may be $lso reached fi^m 
the roadi>etween Fiazzai Armerina and Vol^amt^.^ 

From beyond Leonfoite, where the mi^aria is' '^ 
bad that the railway officials go to C^ttrOgfOvanni^t^ 
the last train and leave the station deserted every 
night, the line follows the valley of the Dijttaino, 
the ancient Chrysas, patting Assaro, once Assonit, a 
Siculan town mentioned by Diodorut at the-Oi^^ 
one which remained fakhf^ to Dionystos I. of 
Syracuse at> the time of Himilcon's expedition. 
Next comes the towntJf Agira (Ibttnerly St. Filip^ 
d' Avgiro), ji' miles from- die station, the ancietot 
Agyrium, one of the most attei^ntof Sicidan citiet,^ 
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said to have been visited by Hercules and lolaus, 
and certainly the birthplace of Diodorus Siculus, 
who praises the magnificence of its temples, of which 
nothing now remains. In 339 b.c. Timoleon colo- 
nised the town. There arc the ruins of a Nor- 
man castle and several toAy churches. One of 
them, the Real Batia, has a crypt with a tomb of 
St. Philip, who is said to have lived in a sepulchre 
near excavated in the rock. Five miles from Catena- 
nova to the north is Centorbi, the ancient Centuripae, 
another impbrtant Siculan city very faithfhl to the 
Roman alliance. It was one of the five Sicilian 
cities which were free from taxation in Cicero^s time. 
There are some remains of the ancient walk as well 
as a few architectural Augments. Just below the 
town the Sim^to is joined by the Fiume Salso^ the 
Cyanosorus of Polybius,- fbr it looks over both val- 
leys. Its situation was anciently compared to that 
of Eryx. It was destroyed in 1233 by Frederick 11. 
for disaffection and its population removed to Augusta. 
There is nothing more of lAnch interest before 
reaching Catania. The valley of the Dittaino 
broadens out towards the plain of Catania, the Campi 
Laestrygopii extolled by Cicero as the most fruitful 
part of Sicily and still regarded as its graniry, but 
they are not picturesque though the mass of' Etna 
rises abov^ them to the north. At Pbrtiere Stella the 
train crosses the Simeto into vrhkh the C)ittakG( fklls 
a little to the souih. Motta St. Anastasia; the town 
of which name with its old castle Is fiearer to Mftter* 
bkdco, k)ob picturesque against the' 16l*^i'; spurs of 
Etna ; the junction of Bi<^occ^ with' ti* Klie to 
^nracBse is piised and the sea is seen, and'Oitanid is 
reach^ by: a tunnel through aii old lava stream, 
that df 1669. 
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SciACCA is a difficult place, to get at. It is 6 or 
8 hours by road from Castelvetrano (24 miles) 
and 40 miles from Girgenti. The coasting steamers 
touch there both from Porto Empedode and Maz- 
zara. Situated on a precipitous hilly it occupies the 
site of the Thermae Selinuntianae of antiquity, a very 
picturesque but miserable place with a labyrinth of 
little streets. Its clay vases were celebrated in an- 
tiquity, and the '^ alcazaras," which they still make 
of a light porous earth, are reckoned equal to those 
of Spain for keeping water cool. Agathodes, Fazello 
says, was son of a Sciacc^ln potter. TIm modem 
name is Saracen in origin (Shakkah, . which means 
both the opening in the mountain by which one 
goes to the ^'ftufe'' of the baths, and corn which is 
grown on the plains at its foot). Tommaso Fazello 
(d, 1570), the hihtr of Sicilian historiography, was 
also bom here, and in the Middle Ages it was a place 
of some imp<Mrtance, being a royal borough. 

It has a cathedfial founded in 1090 by Giulietta, 
daughter of Roger I., Sta. Maria delle Giumare, out- 
side the tow% of about the same date, and St. Sal- 
vadoreand the Spedale Vecchio of the 14th century, 
and at the end of the town, on the east side of the 
walls (whicj^ were built by Frederick II. of Aragon 
in 1330), are the ruined castles 6f Perc^lo and Luna 
(the latter built in 1 393 by William di Luna), which 
gave names to the counts whose violent feuds^ 
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delaged th^ sti^eets with blood in the 15 th and i6th 
centuries, beginning in their common love for a 
beautiful countess, and wjiich under the name of the 
** Casi di Sdacca " were celebrated throughout Sicily. 
There were three principal episodes in these feiid^ 
which lasted from 1410 to 1529 : (i) the poisoning 
of Artale di Luna with which Giovanni Perollo was 
credited, which naturally coated great excitement 
antiong the partisans of both parties ; (2) the bloody 
battle during the procession of the " Spina " in April, 
1455, between Antonio di Lwna and Pietro Perollo, 
and the sacking., of the city • by the former when, 
cured of his wounds, he re-entered the city with^ 
troop of partisans to revenge himself on PeroUo,^ and 
ekterminated his family and adheirents ; (3) the un- 
heard-of slaughters to which the breaking out Uf 
.enmity between Giacomo* Perollo and Sigismonddi 
Luna t gave cau^t for sever^rdays, in which the castle 
of the Perollo was besieged i^nd cannonaded ; which 
were ended by the killing of Giacomo Perollo and: of 
Delia Stella, who had been sent by the Viceroy of 
Skily, Pignatelli, to> punilh the guilty and make 
peace, but who ^as thrown from the balcony of the 
palace by the followers of Di Luna. Count Sigis- 
mbnd di Luna, the unfortunate hero of these 
fightings, drowned himself in the Tiber ai Rome, 
whither he had gone to vainly solicit the pardon of 
the Emperor Charles V. through Pope Clement VU. 

The Casa Starepinto and the Casa Triolo are also 
interesting specimens of mediaeval architecture. 

Monte San Calogero, three miles to the east, 
anciently called Mons Kronios, has within it curious 
vapour baths the foundation of which has been 
ascribed to Daedalus, certain seats cut in the rock 
in the caverns from which the vapour issues being 
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fthowm as his works. They arc called "Le Stufe/* 
the stoves, and the temperatare is fW>m 92*^ to 104''. 
The grottoes, which are partly artificial, contain a 
few. inscriptions. Here Minos was treacherously 
stifled by the daughters of Cocalus according to 
legend. In the Middle Ages the ve^scovery of the 
usefblness of the baths was ascribed to St. Calogero 
(from the Greek KoXoyipos, a monk), and most of the 
baths in Sicily are named after that saint now in the 
lame way as Dxdalus was formerly credited with 
their discovery. In the valley between the mountain 
.and Sciacca are the sources of hot sulphur (133'') and 
«alt (88°) springs which attract numerous patients in 
summer. From the summit of the mountain (1280 
ftk) the island of Pantellaria is distinctly visible. 
Between Sciacca and Girgenti lies Ribera, where 
Crispi was bom in 18 19, and on Capo Bianco, 
between the Platani and Monte Allegro, once lay 
Heracleia Minoa. A Sicanian town called Macara 
first occupied the site. The Cretans and Phoenicians 
established themselves here at a later date. Their 
s^tkment was called ** Ras Melkart," as is testified 
hf coins which still exist — the Greek ''Minoa". 
Lacedaemonians colonised it next under Euryleon, 
-successor to Doriaeus (who was slain at Eryz), and it 
received the name of Heracleia Minoa. Afterwards 
it belonged to Carthage. The date of its destruction 
is unknown. 
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Thb railiVaiy frdcii Palermo to Mcssim rans i^ong 
tke northern xoast until after passing below Riometca^ 
whflre thb Christians maintained * their poeidon 
against the ^8araceBt as late as 965 iuHi,; it dives 
^oagh the moatktairis and descends upon Messina. 
Tihe views dkdoie4' by the carving of ' the fine Mi it 
follows the contour iofihe coast are' constancy varying 
in composition and eflRsct^ but are all beautiful ;:ahd 
it k questionable whelher there b to .be seeb any- 
where else va& pleasing and admiraHe a succession of 
▼iemrs as may be^enjoyed hj the traveller who follows 
this route. It passes the sites of many ancient citiei, 
some of which are dead and some still living ; and 
Ce&l^ with its splendid mosaics forms a possible 
stoj^ping-nplace^ if it be desired to break the. journey, 
.. The coiimencement of the line is described in the 
excurnoBS from Palermo. When Sokutto Is passed 
the first place of interest is Altavilla^a village on die 
hillside. 1 3 miks from Palermo, which possesses ' one 
of the oldest existing Norman churches (c^ed La 
Chiesazza) fbunded by Robert <juiicaid in 1077; 
and at Trabia there is. an ancient castle on the coast 
which loob rather fine. 

Termmi Iinerese is the junction fbr the linie to 
Gffgenti. The baths of Himer»;were extolled by 
Pindar, and there is ^ill a biathing establishment at 
the place, founded by. Ferdinand L, and made since 
quite modem in its s^rrangements; , The. town was 
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probably an ancient seaport of the Phoenicians, and 
was founded as a town by the Carthaginians in 407 
B.c.y after the destruction of Himera. Like most of 
the Sicilian towns it became Hellenised. The Romans 
took it in the First Punic War, and some remains of 
their periods hatv): beem ettavated'in the Villa della 
Citt^y substructures of a basilica and some traces of an 
9m|diitheatn& Ih the old: Oi^dale' det Bbnfratelliy 
a buikUhg with some fine Gothic windows^ a small 
collection of antiquities has been hotsediwhioh: in- 
cludes Roman and Greek bbjecta^as welLju some of 
an ' earlier^ t prehistoric > date* . In . . the ohorbhi '• of Sca. 
Maria della' Mispricordia is a ' ilfth^coatufy picture 
of some mech. The site of thetmoi^ancieilt city of 
Himera, founded by Zanclaea'ii&> in 648^ *b.c^^ lies on 
a heigbtto the right of the railway near fiuoBfbfoellb. 
The remains are of ithe slighter and, the interest of 
the piactt is purdy histpricak HefleMit< wat that 
Stesichorus^^ho perfected the Greqk thorns by the 
additipn of chs epode, <was boro. about 650 mo;, 
2ind it was on behalf of its 'inhabitants ? that one of 
thegr^tedt battles ev^ ifbnght by. the X^^ek^ ivas 
fought, when' in 48b •i;c;'Gelon andriTheron ^ sur- 
prised ' Haooikary • 'wh& was . 'berieging' it, 'toad anni- 
hilated hb armyj . Wngeance lor thb victory was, 
however, tuiken hy his -grstndaon* Hihnibal/ 9^ of 
Gisgon, in 409. . to^c^ who. captured^ the . iowa t and 
;ra:^edi it. to*, the gronndj^ slaying 3060^ men as jsl 
:saccifidei^ and.no attempt h» ever been Inade .4id 
rebuild it. ,'.■:. •<. ; I .. ., 

^ Twelve miles fintfacir the bc^ isobted.rock of 
Cefal{|< projeota into) the < sea, at the fodt orw^idi is 
the thriving town -akid the. fine, cathedral with tUe 
magniificent mosdics' in 'it» iutn^ttiary^ aU , of vf hi^ 
owe their being to King JRoger I; . ' ' . 
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Tb^ ancmm toiviiy .called' (>phal^4iumi wa^.on 
thcirocj^ ;.a«vl [^|igh( lAe fii^t.iJstorics^.lBeDtioti of 
i^.occuiB ist 397 b<^., the pttiiistprip fragment Djf 
buikliag wl^ich still exists proves th^t it; is ofr^ucl\ 
gm^t^ .and^aHfJ...: JlM.namfe may. be either, a Sicily 
ifti^.corruptipi^ 'Pf the Xiatin: vi^f^ioQ. of th^ Qreek 
Word ^\kepkaley" a head, or a: .dteriy/dtipii from, the 
Puliie.woid "cefal^V! whick jn^aj:;^ a si^eep rock, 
either of wia^ih-^woids describes the< plaf?e veiy vv^, 
PH)diQfiU laj^sihat: the Sic^ia^s^ .|i<X). or: ^300. 
RiC^ had ' ! fCPtiriod to the ^ortb^iv < ai>d . western, 
QX^ntitit* of thfs. i^lJind, and it .seems, probable 
tliat the :j:pr^hi«(oric;-;bttilding js 40e to ^hcm^^peci- 
a,lly as fe me>|tipiiithAt they bitilt tfieir: tQyvns on. 
tji9:<top of the mountain*^ for ;fe^^r: of ,robbpr»« h 
Va»>B^«^.v^:impQrtamj, tiM»gb it s^rofck mpney 
of itA fm:f^* . It.was^twi^fi.bqHeged by. th^: SaracenOj, 
Jind oa th<; scconiJ'0q<:a8ioB>.in 85J?aA;pu, was t^kex^ 
by. ^hem. andi be^in^, the last uKow9^>of ^l^e section 
V9I: Demofu^ ,Ita bifhopric is fifth in, point of 
antiquijy ^il^oBg.tfec.bishpprits of $iciJlyitan4 in 8^p 
A>ij.; OQQ of ItA btshapf^.^a?fted Njicetasi ,wa» Ffi*^^ 
at^jQ<itn«tanti^H>f^le at the eighth ^nod. In I^^^orman 
times, the. bishop lyas. appointed % )th^ kipg^ ^nd 
sat ^n , t|ia ejghlh ^^t in, , the afic^pt ps^rl^ment. 
The principal attraction of CiefaU. if? King Roger's 
cathedrals , finind^ by. him in, ftjfiln^n jr^pf , a vow 
madeo4uriilg pmh of shfipwf^k invfH. y^ar.iug 
that fcie, wQi«ld,.erectj i^ to the .mm^; awi-g^wy of 
|he>most hplyr^vi^HW^.4 c^th^alc^chnijchi ^^ also 
Wpw it with yerjr, rich g;ifts" infm^ediately he aj(- 
rived safely at any' place. This; Js thfi ; tTAcy^on 
related) with' ^me dramatipropoweri in^/^MS. now 
in, the archives .at -CefalCi> called "rojbis ri^bens,?' 
and.;<;p^pijed. m \$z<^ by a c^rt^i? {R^gef the 
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Notary by drder of the bishop of the time. In the 
olde^ dii^ma of gilt, hdwevti^, dated 114$; while 
King Roger was livings no * mention il' made of 
the i^W. Ih that docaitent he says th<j temple it 
erected on ^ Account of the sentimebt of ^r^tttdo> 
which h^ felt towards the Divide Saviour, who htid 
entrusted tO his' hands the sceptre of command. 
*^A worthy and reasonable thing it is to t>aild a 
house for our Lord,' and to founds refuge in' honbar 
of Him who has so benefited 'us and hai d«borat^ 
our name withf the ornament of fengship'.** / An- 
othet document, a^rtb^ to Ugo, Bishop of Messitia 
in 1131, states that on thi day'of Paitecost of 
that year the church was founded by Kihg Roger to 
the honour of th^ Holy Saviour* and of die Blasted 
Apostles, Pdter and^Paul, for the benefit of the sOul 
of his father of pious memory, Roger, first Count of 
Sicily, and 6f his mother, Adelasia the qti^en, and 
also for his own rede jnpition and satisf^^A fOr all 
his sin^, as well as to succotir the poor and traVellersl 
This is confirmed by the inscription at the ^ntraiice 
6f the church, and an ancient tradition relates that 
the king, accompanied by maAy ^ple, pointed 
out with his royal sceptre the site it Was to occupy « 
Also that he brought down ^he ' houses of the citi- 
zens 'firom above on the rock, seeing that on actount 
of the want of water and the difficulty of the ascent 
the cit^ was dwindling. • Fazetlo' S^ that ke had 
the columns £dt 'the cathedral brought frOtt the 
ancient church on the mounuiti, atid it U thdught 
they once formed part of a temple of Jupiter whkh 
stood on the headland. ' ^ 

The Chrirch is a lUtin cross onplanii Of » the 
sixteen cdumiis oif the nave ^code fifbeen are of 
ghmite and the sixteenth of cipollinb, a speciality 
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of the Madonie Mountains. The external plinth 
of large blocks of cut stone probably also came from 
the ruins above. The length is 243 ft. and the 
width 93 ft. The nave is double the width of the 
aisksy and east of the transepts are three apses. The 
facade has two lofty towers connected by a pillared 
portico (restored in the 15th century), beneath 
which is the original doorway. Above this is an 
interlaced, pointed wall arcade, flanking the central 
window, all ornamented with Norman zigzags, and 
higher still is another arcade of very curious form 
surmounted by a slight billeted cornice. The nave 
is lower than the transepts and choir, around the 
top of which runs an arcading resembling the lower 
feature of the western facade interrupted at the apse 
by tall coupled attached columns, fVom which spring 
small arches in couples fklling in the centre on to 
a small corbel. Massive piers interrupt the arcad- 
ing at the points where the vaulting arches take 
their rise. The interior has been a good deal 
modernised, the western bays of the choir having 
frescoes and stuccoes of the 17th century and 
the side aisles vaulted and stuccoed, while almost 
as much whitewash has been expended upon the 
nave as if the authorities were English church- 
warden^ of the 1 7th and 1 8th centuries. The greater 
part of the roof is a restoration of 1 5 59, though the 
name of Manfred and the date 1 263 were to be seen 
on one of the beams. The font of fossilitic marble, 
of a heavy cistern*like shape, is supported on a short 
column with twisted flutings. It is decorated with: 
roughly carved lions in; relief with highly projecting 
heads, is 6 ft. across and very quaint. The pro- 
portions are exceedingly lofty and dignified, and 
in then transepts the plainness c^ the walls is relieved 
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by the appearance of a little awAdej-at clerestory 
height, which returns along the ends* There are 
two small apses pro»jecting eastwards from tlue.tran-* 
septs. At the enti*ance to the, choir arc (two 
throneSy that on theleftifor the Iting, over wjiich 
are the words **Sedes^ R^gi^i* and that on the right 
for the bishops, above which is written " Sedes Epis' 
copalisy^ an arrangement similar to that at Monreale, 
where, however, they/ are nearer the.ak^r* Above 
the kiQg's.! seat are poor portraits of' kiQg and 
queen. The> other fittings are date Renaissance, bat 
the aingiiig galleries ih the nate are supported on: 
ancient columns. ' • , ; • 

The niosaics are in the central apse and one. bay 
of the bhoir westward firom it; ■ . The sdection. of. 
saints on one wall confirms the traditson that King 
Roger imported monks frbin Mount Athos to &Ltr. 
cute theia^ and their splendour and excellence alio 
make it exceedingly likely. The semi-dome of the 
apse is filled with a colossal Christy itather Jewish 
in type and: on .the whole successful 9 the vault of 
the first bay bears four cherubim and at the spring* 
ing of the i arches four half-sfiguto . of angels. Below 
the Christ is the Virgin in the traditioaal Byzantine 
attitude of adoration, with andngel on either side 
of her. Below her again ari, the Twelve Apostles 
in' two rows, of six eachy divided by the pointed f 
window in the eastern walL <!)n i the north vmll, 
commencing &om below, we haveSS. Gregorys 
Augttstine, Sylvester and.I)ionysiu8,'aod above them 
SS. f Peter,: Vincent, : Laurence, and Stephen. Higher 
still are th^ pirbphetb Joel, Amos and Obadiah, while' 
at the to^ are Moses and Hosea, with a circle be- 
ttvcen, them tenanted by Melchizedek. On the 
south side^ commencing again ^om the bottom, we 
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hiive S6. Nicholas, Basils Josephus and Gregory. 
Tkeok)gos ; above thenL SSu Tlieddore, George, Dt* 
metiius and Neston < Above them are the prophets.' 
Jonas, Isaiah and Nahum, while at the Cop are Dairid 
and SolonioA with Abram betv^^en them in a circfei 
The lettering,. as nt the Cappdla Palatina, is partly 
Greek- aoid partly Latin,' showing that the .traditional < 
attribution to theiCalogeri is probaUcu The,col-'i 
umns of the sanctuary are covered with mosaic, andj 
thie corbels of the vaulting shafts also, which simu- 
late* a cap with volutes and acanthus scrolls. The 
vaulting ^hafts^ which' are green and purple^ are 
continued in the itkosaic with^a twisted shaft to the 
string-course above, the cornice ; the mixtuire o£ 
actual relief and < r>epreaentation of it is curious. 
These mosaics weiie finished in 1 148^ and caorefully 
restored. under Ferdinand II. in^i859, by the chief 
of: the jchool of cfiosaic at Palermo. The walb of' 
the portico between the towers tvere once coveoed 
v^ith mosaics representing King Roger and iiis suc- 
cessors in their relation to the Church, but of 1 these 
no trace remains. -. 

Thesareophagi of Henry VI. and Frederick II., 
now in the cathedral at Palermo, once stood imthe 
transepts; here^: probably provided by m Roger &ir 
himsfelfr.and W wife* Frederidk IL.fiht astutely 
sebt /the bishop Giovanni- Cicala on a mission to* 
DamascuSy.and in his absence effected the; remxival. 
On his return he promptly excommunicated, the' 
king.and emperor, until he should return the'sefnil- • 
chres to Gefal6, but finally agreed td -remove the ban 
in return, for certaih advantages conceded to the' 
cathedral; In the right aisle is a 1 3thrcent«try. 
tomb, of the Matquib of .Geraci vrith a heart* at each 
end^iouf' trefoils, a quatrefoil and: a paschal .lamb.> 
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Also the tomb of Enfemiay sister to Frederick of 
Aragon, a Greek Christian sarcophagus. According 
to a book published in 1656 at CefalCiy the clothes 
of King Roger, woven of silk and gold, were then 
preserved in the church, and on 27th February in 
each year there was a funeral mass in commemoration 
of his death, when they {daced the things on a raised 
place, tinging the oifice solemnly in the presence of 
the bishop, the magistrates and many of the citizens 
who prayed for tli« soul of their benefactor. This 
same book says that King Roger first built the 
church of St. George at the foot of the hill in ful- 
filment of his vow, because he had appeared to him 
during the tempest, and at that time the arrival of 
the king was to be seen painted upon the wall. 
This church falling into ruin was restored by the 
seamen of Ce&l^ and dedicated to St. Leonard, 
being made a convent for poor giris who were there 
educated and fitted for marriage. The cloiist^s of 
the cathedral are said to res^nble those of Monreole, 
and may have done so originally, a» the arcade 
appean to be borne upon coupled shafts and the 
ardies are pointed, but, what with disrepair and 
patchings up, they are in a very bad state. In the 
street which leads to the Porta della Terra is an 
ancient building called " Osteria Magna,^ stated by 
Passafiume to have been part of a royal hotel btlilt 
by Roger, whose arms appear at the top of the 
windows. Other houses have windows with slender 
shafb and pointed heads. St. Anthony of Padua is 
said to have' built a monastery here, that of St. 
Francesco, and a chalice which he used was long 
preserved in it. The tower of the Annunziata n 
early. The ancient water-gate has been walkd up. 
Its arch was pointed. On the shore, near the^mouth 
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of the sewer, is a fragment of prehistoric masonry. 
The Porta Giudecca is Norman. The ascent to the 
castle is bf means of very steep and slippy zigzags 
in the rock. The gate of the town still remains, 
giting entrance to a malodorous yard which goats 
have evidently inhabited for a long cime. Passing 
throtigh this one ascends by more slippery zigzags 
over a rock which is of a crystalline nature, called 
^' Inmachella/' to various remains of the ancient city, 
which still retains its walls round a great part of the 
circuit, though these are not of very great antiquity, 
as is the prehistoric building, the most interesting 
ruin in the rock. The lowest courses of this are 
polygonal ; above these are several courses of large 
rectangular stones ; and to the same period two door- 
ways virith motildings of a Greek type belong, within 
which may be seen the holes which received the 
pivots upon which the doors turned and those for 
fixing the bar which kept them closed. Within is 
a Roman vaulted chamber, perhaps a sepulchre, 
while above are remains of a building used as a 
Christian church, as its semicircular apse denotes. 
The greater part of th^ walling here and above the 
inore ancient work on the exterior, however, ap- 
pears to be Saracenic. It has several arch openings 
within and considerable admixture of Roman tiles 
with the {fragments of stone. Cavallari groups this 
building with the walls of Eryx, sinc^ there is evi- 
dence of the use of the chisel, that is to say, that 
while it is not so early as the Sardinian prehistoric 
buildings or those of Pantellaria, it was built at a 
period of ^uch antiquity as to make the Doric 
temples look modem ! At the summit of the rock 
are the remains of a Norman castle and several cisterns 
wrought with walls ^nd vaults of masoniy. 
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'PoUina, a little iiirther $lw® ' the ; cpftst^ 4s fcup- 
poied^ to be the iHcient Afxrflonia, ^whicb TimoleOit 
ddivpred hqsfi io. tyrant Leptiives. It. ha^ a, k>£ty 
rjiined castle whence Manrc^iep wttt<:hei the s^ara, 
perhaps, the first obaerVatbry ia Sicily tafter tfce. 
RenaiftSftnce. In< the Chiesa Miaggiore ^e«a Vii^iii' 
ajj4 a. St. Joseph, good works % ^he-Gagiiii. , Near 
Ca^el 4i oi'ttta, ab6Ut the i^me distance f^rth^ on^ 
l^y Alacsa^rfounded in(4x>5-B.c.by the tjjraiit! ArchD- 
nides of Herhita, one /of five cites whitihwetp jallowtfd 
to ret^iBf thcic 9wn lawa and indepctide^ce aftw the 
Punic wars as> a rewaTdibr itheijf: fidelity to iRome. 
The ruins are two miles r^nd. I Marina-jdi* Caronia 
is th^ ancient Calacte^ founded' by Ducetius.in 440. 
B.C. : near j}iere< isnfehe largest forest' ifli Sipily, 14, 
mile* iong • 4»d 6 miles ;bro^. . Np$ir St., Agata 4i 
Militdlo are-) theibaths bf M^stilica^ which, h^ye the 
reputatidn : of being: warmer. : infj wil^tei?. than^. in, 

. At ' Pfitti there are reiJjaiflts, ojf .jt^ediaeval w^rk^ 
battlemented walla, ^ gates and ;two- ca^UeSj. on one; . trf 
which jfise* the Badia, an ancient coj^yent of Norman 
tiities^.aiiid on the <^her the 5^thedi]al ^nd episcopal 
pajacpw Thei qathedral w<i^ i;efl!tored in ,the,baroqfte 
period -t with •, the u^nal j result. It contain* ^\Wo 
antique ^sar^phagi, whi^b endose the remaiiis -of; the 
two«wi\5es^<)f,Ccfwnt Roger^.Er^mbwga o^Ddicia/of 
Mortam^^nd the .unhap$)jj A{<telasia.{of(Mop^ftor?jt^ 
mother of Roger ,11.,. who wbelif a widoi$^ was per^- 
suaded to jmarty Baldwin, Ktftg -of, Jeiusalejn^-.ai^d 
found aftet a^ year^ that he had ano^er v^ife^. She : died 
in 1118 AiD.^in a consent which she. had founded 
aftenhet return jfrom Jerusalem. The.efiig^^ is modern,- 
Theatywas put to fire and/swotd by Frfjderick. II, 
of Aragon. in thewar.qf the ^ieiliafi jVe^pers^rWiS^^ 
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l^bmlt by Alionsov who^ looked bn it whh is^yotir 
and gave it its present arms, the Aragotiese red and 
ydlow sofipesy and ita 1599 Philip ^^^- gave^it a 
tid^ <if nobility and to' its ptriclans this right of 
canyinjg swofd^^d dagger 'v\ri thin and withovt the 
ctiy.^ if lies at the bottom o( the bay, bn one horn 
of whieh; Oape Tindaitsoj Are the remains of the 
Qreak dty of Tyndaris^ !foutided by Dionyjfios L in 
396 Bx., and named by it» first inhabitants after 
the TyndaiidaB or Dioscuri. It became ailied to 
Tinioleqn and remained ^lithAil to thte Romans 
during the Pntaic wars. ^ 'For this reason it waSf much 
ikvodred by them and atbined to great power and 
wealth, Ciceyo calls it *,* a most noble city?', hi 
Chfistian timejs it became the seat of a bishopric. 
The ^tuise of the ftncwnt walls can stifl' be traosd, 
with their squari' towets, andtthere ate the remains 
x>f a theatre, with twfenty^sevcn tiers of seats, and .a 
large feuilding'witK colUtiwiaf^and round arches, be- 
lieved to have Been the gymnasiuili mentioned by 
Cicetfot Several Roman statues -and mosaic |>aye- 
mbnts Which weire clbund here have been taken to 
the 'mwsdhm at Palei-mo. < Here tke anidient Church of 
the Madonna Nera, or Del Ttndaro,' staiids . dmong 
the tuins, a Madonna much inVbked hy Sicilian siailors 
in moinentS'bfdangen Below is a staUctite csav<e 
calldd tkeGroho of Donn^YiU^ a being ^df the 
•Fdta Morgana typo^) The prbmontoi^ faces nortli 
and east^ looking on the left towards' the i£olian 
Islandaandto th« raght to thii^Oulf of OlivieH/ with 
the •peiiinsukitof Milazaxy beyond and 'the copst: of 
iSpadaforal :f over the isthmusi the^ «hore line i^^en 
las Bir <as Cape Rasicbhno, part of the chftiU' of the 
Neptunian Mountains. South-east is a mountain 
half-way up which is the ancient Abacsenum, now 
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Triply Knd behind ijt the Henean Mounuins, above 
which Etna towen. 

The cathedral and castle of Milaszo occupy the 
site of Mylae (where the companions of Ulysses 
killed the catde of Apollo), the Greek coloiiy in 
whose bay D.uilius ^ined for the Romans their first 
naval victory over the Carthaginians iti 260 B.c»y by 
means of boarding platforms, thut assimilating the 
fighting to a land baUle. There are no antique 
remains^ but the situation b commanding and 
picturesque. In this place Louis Philippe lived 
several years in exile aa Duke of Orleans, hut its 
most celebrated modem relations, were with Garibaldi, 
who here defeated Bosco, the Neapolitan general, 
and forced him to surrender the place on a 3rd 
August, i860— a victory which practically, decided 
the fate of Sicily and crowned the hazardous ex- 
pedition of the ^'glorious thousand". A short 
account of the campaign will be found in the histori- 
cal sketch, for this is one of th^ heroic p^iods of 
Sicilian history which ought to Jbe remembered. 

Castroreale, in the mountains ^above Milazzo, has 
mediaeval walls and a castle built by Ferdinand U. 
of Aragon in 1 5x4, who gave diplomas and privileges 
to the new city which he^was making in ,the terri- 
tory of the ancient Crizina or Cristina. There is 
a Gothichlooking triptych bf the Adoration of the 
Magi in the church of Sta. Marina and a seated 
Virgin of Gagini in SS. Annunziata. ' There are 
excavations beneath the city and madrepores, shells 
and petrified fishes are found sometimes in the soil. 

The i^ces nearer Messina are more easily reach^ 
from that town and are described as excursions from 
it. 
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The harbour of Mesiina stretches around a curve 
. the choord of which is a)>out two miles, the more 
distant towers of the town rising above an almost 
continuous line of similar buildings which sur- 
round the port in what some consider a mag- 
nificent and others a rather dull fashion. The town 
is built on the sides and. at the foot of a natural 
amphitheatre of hills, in a situation which is really 
fine, and should have excited the imagination of 
the builders or architects to accomplish, or at least 
attempt, greater things. It is from this curve, com- 
pleted by the mole which terminates the port, that 
its ancient name of '^ Zande," the sickle, was taken. 
This harbour is one of the best in the world, and 
is the busiest in Italy for steamboat traffic. The 
citadel, a work of the 17th century, from which the 
bombudment of 1848 took place (which gained 
for Ferdinand II., King of Naples, the epithet of 
King Bomba), lies across the harbour from the 
town, near the pier railway station. There are 
no remains of the antique period, although the 
city is of very ancient date, having been founded 
in 732 B.C., according to Greek tnidition, on the 
site of a Siculan town. The name ^^Zancle" b, 
however, believed to be Siculan, so that it is 
probable that the city was not destroyed, but only 
conquered, as happened in many other cases. The 
name of Messina, or Messana, was given it about 
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the beginning of the 5th century b.c. by emigrants 
from Messina in the Peloponnesus, who came there 
while Anaxilas of Rhegium controlled the city. It 
was the cause of the First Punic War through the 
action of the Mamertines, a mercenary legion of 
AgathocleSy cast out of Syracuse because of their 
turbulence, who came as friends to Messina, and 
Imng rbceived in a friendly- wty treacherously 
assailed* the dtisiens, and^ terrorising them, gave a 
new name to the city, that of Mamerte. Their 
turbulent and aggressive spirit landed them ini great 
difficulties. Hannibal seized the castley and the 
Mamertines. called In the. Rom«as. Under these 

Matter it was considered the capital of^the isknd and 
had great privileges* The Saracens treated its in- 

i habitants with toleration, accoi^ding them the use 
of their own laws and privileges^ and even their 
own ^religion. The stofy of the three. Messinese 
who came to Roger Haut^ll^ '^whdse firi^t raid 
took ^ace in .1060) to ask hiih to* andertake the 
conquest of Sicily and Hberatethem from thd infidel 
yoke can hardly be true,^. since' their: surnames are 
gfiven, inasmuch as surnames were* first used by the 
Venettians .and at .a later period than, the nth 
century, though as '^ early as* thd ' 9th . a' kind of 
second name was used, certainly .in Pidua and 
jMTobabiy elsewhere, but these names did not de- 
scend to the phildr^n. ' 

Richard Coeiuvde-lioh in 1189 wintered here 
With Philip Augustus, on ivhich occasion there was 
fighting between, the \ Measenians :and {Richard's 

«. troops; for i^^iph iKihg Tancred rewarded Messiika 
by conceding imnkumties and privileges which made 
it almost a firee city. These were further increased 
a few years later under HdnryVL, who/made it his 
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foourite dwelling and base of operations, and it 
was here that he died in 1 197. In the war of the 
Sicilian Vespers it was besieged Ibr two months by 
Charles of Anjou, whose fleet was £nally defeated 
by Roger de Lanria, the Spanish admiral, with so 
much effect that twenty-nine ships were captured 
and eighty burnt under the eyes of Chades, who 
** gnawed his fingers with rage " at the sight; In 
1678^ after internecine feuds and a period: o£ Fn^nch 
domination; the Viceroy Francesco Bonavide&itobk 
away all the privileges of the town, picturesquely 
dririn^ a plough over the site of the destroyed 
senaitarial palace and sowing it with salt, while he 
^eft dte doors' of the archives of the cathedral , open 
(ftottk which he had removed all the pv^ious docu- 
ments recording the privileges, accocded Co Nfessina 
from the times of the Eastsern Empire, and &otii 
/Normans, Suabians and Aragonese). • 

The cathedral, Sta. Maria Nubva, was commenced 
by King Roger in 1098, on the site of another 
Which had been used as a stable in Saracen times* It 
was consecrated on nth October, 11 97, and is the 
largest Arabo<Sicilian building which datbSr firom 
those times. The nave has twenty^six antique 
granite columns, which are said to Jiave come from 
a temfrfe of Neptune near the Faro. The bases are 
made up with plaster, and the gilded caps are aomie 
of them of the antique Ravennese type,, and some of 
the period of the foundation. The proportions are 
fine^ but the later Renaissance work of the period 
when the dome was added (1682) has spoilt the 
effect. The pointed arches wefe then made round, 
with other alterations. The transepts are 145 ft. 
'wide and the nave is 305 ft.' long ; thit terminates 
tsk a seaii-*ctrcnlar apse, and the mosaid of the' aenli- 
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dome date from the 14th century ^ Thej lepre- 
sent : m the centre Christ, whh the Vir^n and St. 
John, and Frederick II. of Aragoa (the donor) 
with his son Peter and Archbishop GuidottO^;r<t0 ' 
the right St. John the Evangelist with King Lewik 
and t^ Dnke of , Athens ; and to theleft ^e Ma^ 
dbnna with Queen Eleanor and Queen Elizabeth. 
They were much damaged by, the eurthquake. of 
•I 896,^ and' it wasibnnd tlult the mastic which^held 
the tessieras had parted &om the vaak in many places, 
necessitating restoration. Beneath i^ the costly and 
tasteless altaiv niade up of precious Sicilian marbks. 
It was made, in 1628, and cost 5,^ a 5, 600 lire ! 
Above' it is. a<i&ame containing 'the ^ekbraDed 
Madonna della Lettera, a By2santine paibtihg oCtlkp 
5th oir 6th century (ascribed of course to St. Luke). { 
Behind the altar in a little cupboard is idle letter df ' 
the Virgin, reconstructed by Constantine Lascaris iii 
the 15th century, the /ai-^ii^ff/:originiil having>'been j 
burnt in the conflagration of 12 54^ during the . 
obsequies of Conrad IV. The roof imitsites the 
ancient' roof ^ along the top. is a rdwof sunk rose | 
ipahels^Hke those/of the Cappella . Realr, Pakifmd. 
It; is painted elaboratdy. The choir seats weire 
carved by Giofgio Veneziand (1 540), and areiiomit- 
mented with panels in tarsia. There are some ' 
pretty Rens^issance iponUmentsi and altiirs and a ^ood 
font with marble inlays, octagonal, aiid supp6rted 
on 'little' bah^tet ' columns, with a . pyramuk) >Ud 
surmounted by a ball and cf^bsa. The* inlay9:>are 
aicribed ta Gaddo Gaddi. • 1 

The pulpit, -ascribed by somi to Calamech and 'by 

others to Bonanno, is : not ^o succdssfuli^ . It has 

upon it figures; of Mahomet, Calvin,- Luther and 

SUnrtngfi: .< The only tolerable jStatUe^oni/tfae side 
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altars are thfe St.John^ attribiilcd to Gagini, on the 
right sa one entiers, and a St^ Nicholas^ modelled 
by MontqnoH Mid carved by his pupil Martiao 
Florentina There it a brass eagle lectern with a 
moulded item and litt^ lions .at the foot which 
much resembles English I7th^century brassworLi 

In the choir are buried the Empdror Conrad IV., 
Alphohso the Generous^ amd Queen r Antonia^ the 
widow, of Fi^cdcricJc III* oC Aragon ; and in the 
transept several, archbbhops, jthe tomb of one-n- 
Gttidottb de' Titbiatis, who restored the building 
after the fire of 1 2^$4-M-having been s&ade by Gregory 
of Siena. < la! the south* west! corner a piece df the 
original walling, shb^s — akeriiate couraes' of white 
and black marble. The western £i9ade has > throe 
pbinted doors added under the house of. Anjou ; 
that in the.roenlre^^ made, by Giovanni ^Battista 
Muxzioio^ if the' finest Gothic work in Sicily, 90 far 
as its omamentat ion goes. The/gen^)ral effeit of 
the- fi«9ide k pinkish-whitt relieved ' with red, ^ith 
4 little inlay in baiids wJiich are bounded by courses 
of dark-'green marl^y panelled sinkings sometimes 
arej^cing the inlays. The Renaissance architects 
{^ayed strange, tricks with the fa<9ade, isidding n^mu- 
inents between the doon^ huge acrolls rising, to 'a 
cornice, in th^' Upper jpart and fioiahing wLtlwvases, 
other ^scrolls andffuniny Gothic diockets .standing 
on their tails up the gabkk /Thd aouth aisle was 
restored in very niodern-lpoking Gothic in MS65, 
yvhtn the towers aiid :a gireat piart of the apscf-were 
aisd T^ikMTttCted. 

. The fountain by MontorsoH • in the piazza in 
front ofithe ciathedxal, who designed the side altars 
alao, fftpresen^Sf^fione, the pretended eonstruct9i;x)f 
the city by ocder of iZancleo, A mythical \Sioulan 
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king. It was exeoited in 1547-5 1 , atad is upwards 
of 25 ft. in height, a triumph in thttc storeys, over- 
laden with allegorical figures of the Nile, the Ebro, 
Tiber and the brook Camaro, near Messina. His 
other fountain on the Marina with' a figure of 
Neptune is poorer in conception and execution, 
though much lauded. Not far ^iwsy in the Via 
Primo Settembre is .the narrow fii^ade of the Norman 
church of La Cattdica, or the Madonna del QraflTeo. 
It has been in the hancis of the Gi^ek clergy since 
1 168, when the present cathedral Was taken from 
them. The Greek ^*protopapa**» nominated by 
the Pope and approved by the Archbishop of Messina. 
An inscription calls it ^the Mother of the Greek 
Churches". It has pointed arches with zigzag 
mouldings and carving of a later character on the 
oapd. Under the high altar is a column with a Greek 
inscription to ■ '^ iEsculapius' and Hygeia, protectors 
of this city". A little further away in the Piazza 
dei Catalani is the oldest Norman church iti Messina, 
the Santissima Annunziata dei Catalani. It was al- 
ready an ancient church in i i6i9, and was originally 
called ^^Del Casteilamare," the sea-gate havinjg been 
close by. The name was changed when the 
Aragonese jvinces conlerred it u^n their Spanish 
followers jfor their special ^use^, Th6^ Arabic in- 
scriptions on either side bf the entrance come fvom 
a Saracenic building, and allude to Uie Tories of 
Messala, son of Haram« Half of the apse is still 
visible in the Via Garibaldi ; the caps are pleas«hg, 
and beneath the arcade are inlays resembling' those 
in the apse of the Cathedral of Pisa. Gaily Knight 
says that the site was once occupied by a temple of 
Neptune and afterwards by a mosque, but this has 
been disputed/ Antique cblumna arc used in the 
148 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MESSINA 

interior.. The effect of the openings in the &9«de 
is dim^ged hy a finicking dog-tooth moulding. At 
the ade. is a fine doorway with a three-centred arch, 
now kading to the Albergo del Genio, which looks 
almoit Spanish ^r Portuguese. Similar doors are not 
infrequent. in the Skiliah towns, and many examples 
may b«i jcen ife, Taormina. They date from the 
14th century* Santa Maria Alemana, ah early 
pointed buildings belonging ' to the Hospice oi the 
Teutonic Knights, is now' used as a storehouse. 

Most of the remaining chuccheft and the palaces 
are the Work, of the i6th and later centuries, and 
are not ivcty inteD^ting. The church of St. Fran^. 
cesco wassail exception, as it datt$d . from 1251^ 
but it was burnt down in 18844 Frederick III. 
of Aragon and his mother Elizabeth are buried 
behind the high altar in an ancioiit sarcophagus 
on which the Rape of Proserpine is carvod. It 
also contains a Virgin '^Dello ^asimo" by 
AntoniQ Gagini and , a picture by Salvatore di. 
Antonio, the &ther of Antonello da Messina ; and 
St. Agostino, a little to the south of the Salita di St; 
Gregorio, ii a remnant. of a Norman church, rebuilt 
in the 14th century. In St. Andrea Avellino is a 
Christ belbre Pilate by Caravaggio, said to be his 
masterpiece^ and in Sta. Maria di GesCi inferiore ;are 
fine tombs of the Scaktta family. S^ Nic6l6 was the 
ancient cisith^di^l ; it is now a i dth^century chbreb.) 
In :the museum idose to St. Gregorio are some 
fine coian, Greeo-Siculan vases, A&rcoph^gi, etc., and 
five, pictures ascribed to, Antonello da Messina, some 
of which japf>ear to be authentic St. Gregorio, the 
cQrk*screw spire of which if conspicuous, is covered 
with marbla internally in very bad taste, though 
much ,. admired by the natives,. and has a izth- 
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cetitmy mosaic of'a'Madonhaa^d Child' on % gold 
gtt)und in a tiichfc. The view liram the terrace' 
oatside aofoss the strait 19 very fine. It Sta. Maria 
della Stiala is a pretty Delia Robbia: rdutfd panel, a 
Virgin and Child tl^ith angefo' heads roa^d ind a 
fruil' a«d flovf«r border.- The Rocci' Gudfottia at 
the top of the towii^is said by lotal histbrkm to.be 
th^ andent acropolis. • Here ■ thie castle of the 
Maonertines is thought' to have bden } but; * hbwever 
that may be, there is no doubt that when Roge^ of 
Hauteville beeame titiastei* he strengthendd the f^lrti- 
f}cations then existing and fixed his dwellitig^place 
there when vJsiti^iigf Messina. : Frederic)t 11. had 
his palace down- by the harbour on the site now 
octhpied bythe Dogana. ^' " ^ 

The public writer is pretty common- here for the 
same reasons as in Spain. In a good yesi Messina 
e^tports 1,^00^000 cases of oranges and 6db,000 of 
lemons.' ' Aft^si* the hirVest in October oil6 may Sec 
on the quays of Messina rows of casb filled with 
pieces or rejected- onatiger ^oalang in sea^water. 
They are dried ^When MfHcienfly salted and exported 
fbr manufacture. ' • The peek aw squeezed in presses, 
and the aromatic oil'expl«s86d is received on spoilgcB 
which arb sold to perfumer^ and confectioners. • 
j'The roM toth^ Faro is called by the Messiiiese 
** Paradiso ^i ^ It runs at the foot of steep clififs^ear 
thfe shore, aftd leifd^ to the* suppressed Basiliarinvonk 
astery of Salvatore- dei Grdci, founded' by Roger I: 
on the harbour promotttory and transferred hither i"n 
1 54a. Sta. Maria della Grotta, tftittKer on, dccupieti 
the sfte of « t^niple oi Diana, and sdme sly that 4kere 
are^ remains of the tempk' in' the preient church.- 
This is the most popular drive -Irotri Medina, and 
in summer is crowded every ^Veniiig^with carriages 
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wluch go as &r as. La G^otta and turn in the penstjnlc 
of thd pretty cifcttlar church. The /two salt laket of 
Pantani or Oanziri are connected with the tea b^ 
open channels : thty were renowned in Roman times 
fi>r shell^fish^ mursenas and eels, and a fitmous temple 
of. Neptune stood upon their banks, ri Thbusands of 
biirds qf passage rest here. From, the Faro one looks 
across the narrowest part of the Straits of Messtiu 
{only about two miles) to Scilla With its picturesque 
castle^ Ito the left of it is Bagnara, then Jc^y Monte 
St. Elia^ and' below the promontory of Palmi. To 
thenorthiuid north-west are the Liparii Islands and 
the open Tyrrhene Sea. Chary bdi»« itras probably 
dose to the Faro, but there is no .Whirlpool there 
now, and! indeed in the time of Sbabo^ it had ceased 
to be of importance. 

The old bridle road to Milazzo passes La Badiazza 
and^aecends in steep zigzags to the ^^Tdicgrafb" at 
the top tof the pass, a celebrated point of view, wherq 
thecd ik'A .ruined Norman tower. , The ruined church 
o^ La Badiazza is below the ancient monastery of Sta. 
Maria della Scala, founded by Count Koger almost 
belbre he had Messina in his : power. WiUiani 
IL and Constance richly endowed it. Between the 
izth and the 14th centuries it was one of the most 
famous convents in Sicily on account of the privileges 
and revenues which it enjoyed. After the plague of 
1 347 the nuns only went there in the summer, and 
it was abandoned when the Council of Trent insisted 
on reforming conventual manners and customs. The 
building is a mere shell, the vaults have fallen to a 
great extent, and the walls are cracked, but enough 
remains to show that it was a fine building. A rather 
rich pointed door and three circular windows compose 
the features of the west end. On the north side is 
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aitolker door with moulded arch, and there are 
pointed windows which belonged to both chttrch 
and convent. At the east end are three aptest. Iii-> 
temallyjthe piers are sank up to the springing of the 
arches. There are no mouldings except in the krorbeb 
and abaci, but the vaulting is very interesting aa shoi^r 
ing by its construction that the builders employed by 
the Normans were certainly Saracens. 

The.railway to Taormina skirts the coasty crossing 
many ^^ fiumiare " (stony beds oif torrents' 'frequently 
used as roads, but. showing by the strong embsmking 
^alls that there are times when the dry bed is, filled 
by a raging flood), and penetrating the rocky poinls 
by tonnels.' The sea-shore is sometimes overgrown 
with masses of scarlet and pink geranium, the ca3tor- 
oil plant, or the solanum with its yellow apples ; here 
and there a palm or a carob tree stands out»' There 
are two speciilly interesting points : Scaletta,. with' a 
pictiiresque dasde on a hill to the right, the residence 
of the Ruib family, princes of Scaletta ; and Capo 
St Alessio, where' twin castles on twin rocks jut but 
into the sea^ a particularly beautiful view as seen 
from Taormina. The ancient Taurbmenian passes 
atid the froiktier between the territories of .Messaiia 
and Naioos were between St. Alessio and Letoianni* 
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TM>iiMi9fA lies on theside qF a iull, called Mosce 
I Ta«ns abpVe the statibn of Giardini, and about three 
mile^ firom it by the new road, though it may be 
reaichcd in half an ^ur by tueaBS of a ateepmnle track. 
At it is marly/ 400 ft. above the tea, extenlive views 
are cpn^nnded by tMtiy pointa, both inside the town 
ai^ immediately beyond the gatea^ looking in. both 
directigni. . To the south £tika dominates the land- 
$^:afiQ^, the sweeping ^coftA of the coast leading the 
eye towards. ik» and the lines of the. hilb as they dfe- 
cline^ towards the sea contrasting and emphasising its 
enormous bulk. Front, this sidb the. height of the 
mouiit^n 13 not so striking^ the slope' of the sides 
bieing exceedingly gradual, owing to Hhe latge space 
, covered by the outlying spurs^ aidd indeed it is difli- 
i cult to realise that its summit rises to the height of 
10,742 ft. To the north the view is bounded by 
the mountains above Messina^ while the mainland 
shows palf and delicate .across the strait, and the 
coaat line is broken by the beautiful capes of Su 
AndreH and Taormina. 

The j^wn is asset ted to be of Sicilian 9rigin, or 
eyeojSicaniaiii^ l At all events, after Naxos was destroyed 
by Dionysivs of Syracuse, in 403 i.c., the Sicnll who 
were ^tabliahed there went np to Monte Tauro:and 
4isapp«ared among the inhabitants of the city, which 
was already there, and of ^hich they appeir td h»ve 
erected or rebuilt the acropolis ia> gratitude to the 
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gods for their release from slavery. (This was on 
the height above the -town, where the ruins of the 
Saracenic castle may still be seen.) Andromachus 
(396-352 B.C.) was the name of the ruler who received 
them, the father of Timaeus the historian, whose 
hatred of tyranny ahd^lov© of liberty were probably 
the result of the example and teaching of his father, 
wiweb cliaracter was a great contrast to ihat'bf the 
ntaal cyrahtj He it was^ who invited Timokon an J 
hi^ Ccorinthiant into.&icily, and it was from his house 
that the iatoeii set lbtth><m «he triump^l ftiarth whteh 
freed Sicily for attune l^bm^tyrants and Carthaginians. 
The anticnt name 'Was: Taurometaium^- a' name 
whkh it bore for « long time and of Which the 
modem name is a'conti]^tidii'$ but alter the third 
taking of the town by the Muwulmans it w«i nanied 
Mue^ya by Haksan^l^Mvei^ its conqueror, who 2^ 
intiiocluced ;a colony: 4>i Mossdmans: The ' sieconid 
diking war 'b^ tfai bloodthirsty*' Ibrahim4bn-^Ahmed, 
tn^902v''at'the;'sameitim« ihistt Mola; the inaicices- 
sible*Ioofcihgiitillage on the.hill bey ond the castle^ -i/Vas 
taken aiid'die wIk^ population massicred. They 
only hddnndisputedpowession'ofthe tovl^n for 170 
years, since' the Nofmans took* it in 1078, a dapture 
which was «iost' advantflgeovi to the place. At one 
tilne^ldw poptilation, which is liow btft joofo, tttait 
have reached 1 00^006, if thfl^ size of the theatre may 
be taken as any criterion. It WM ota^ of the^ fim 
citiet turrprotest against'the tyranny «f Verres^ tkrbw- 
ing<down the statue which the pro«cons«l^had eire^ted 
in the fordm^'and hdi^a number of slaves estaUi^hed 
theonselves durbkg the. Fim' Servile War, c^fering* n 
long atti4^bstfnateresittancttx>tkie soldiers. To^el^her 
with Mola, :it has been 4he scene of niany romantic 
deeds ioi arms* ; and ^ when >one • considers theii^ ap^ 
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parendf inipregnable positkift, sitoated far up steep 
rocks^ one wonders how it.wsorposs^ltleto take either 
bero(re the invention of gunpowder. 

TJkemost important buUding^^Jn'TaormiiKay and 
the one which h the principal object of attenckm, is 
the theatre^ erected in Greek times^ but reconstructed 
by the Ro^ans^ imder whodi the. town was very 
nourishing. The local authorities have the liberality 
to 'leave it open from seven b^dodc in the morning 
to Jix in the evening, so that one is dbleto gb again 
and'iagain and see tt under different conditions of 
light and shade, and even, if one pleases, follow the 
guide*book directions and see the sunrise from that 
points of vantage, for the custodian, who lives in a 
Htde house on the summit of the rock, is very civil, 
and makes no difficulty about leaving the gate un* 
locked ' if requ<^ted; ' 

^ The proscenium is well preterved, as stich things 
go, and, indeed^ there are but two otbers-r-thosc of 
Aspendusy in Pamphylia,^nd^that of Oraoge-^w^ch 
ard in so complete a itate. Its greatest diameter 19 
357/' ft., ahd that of the orchestra is 126 ft.* The 
back wall t is two storeys in height, and has had 30ttie 
of its original decorative details re-erected. Three 
entrances are provided, and • between the centre 
doorway and each of' the two outer ones are three 
niches, and on the further aide of < each, outer' door- 
way >one niche for statues. The stag^ is narrow, on 
the Greek plan, and beneath It'is a vaulted channel 
inf which the rain-water from> the rest bfthe theatre 
was*' collected and through' iwhich 2t passed awayi 
The seats; were divided fAto nine **cKnei," or sec* 
tioins; around the top ran a corridor, the upper 
^^ prsecinctib,^^ which belongs tx) the ^man period^ 
since. the walh (which is coved on the exterior ^k the 
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tpp) croiscs diagonaUy the nemaitis of a Greek houae 
or temple. Steps jfemaiB, anjd some rough mosaic 
floors within the widls^ madeof' irregular pieces of 
white, marble. 6n a gsoond of broken pottery, look- 
ing mach like opus signiniiM^ Acoording to an in- 
scription behind the stage, the theatre was destroyed 
hy the Saracens, but the greatest destroyer was the 
Duca di Sin Ste&no, who employed its marble 
ornaments in the dect^ation of his palace. Behind 
Sta. Cateriaa, close to the Palazxo: Corvaia, are the 
remains of a small Roman theatre ; it has a few row3 
of jeats uncovered on one side, and a vomitorinm 
in the middle, the vault of which is oval in section.: 
The church of St. Fancrazio, outside the Mesatna 
gate^ is the cella^z Greek temple ; and, with a Roman 
bathing establishment called the Naumachia, without 
any authority for the name, an iuKription ini^rted 
in the wall of one of the chtirches which reeordt that 
^' the people «fTauromenium accords these honours 
tb Olympis, msn of Olympis," for having gained the 
prize for horsenracing at the Pythian games, and a: 
little Roman pavement next door to the Hotel Vic- 
toria, exhaust the antique remains of the city. 

The mediaeval building are almost as interesting. 
The first place must be giveii to the Palazzo Corvaia, 
a building perhaps of i ^th-century origin, but which 
appears to be of the 14th. It has twonlight windows 
with ogee hood moulds, and inlays of lava in string* 
course arid cornice, while the wall is finished above 
with forked battlemento called "merluzzi". The 
inscriptions inJiaid on the exterior are as follows 2 
On the south-west side, " Deum diligere prudencia 
est. Eum adorare justicia." On the front, " Nullis 
in adversis ab eb extrai fortitndo est. Nulkis illecebris 
emoliri temperantia est £t in his surit actus virtu- 
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tum.'^ On the ncMrth^ast nde^< ** Par domos e czlo 
sed minori domino". It it said to have been bnilt 
by the kings of Aragon, that John 'bf Aragon took 
refUge here, and that the inscription in the courtyard, 
**Est mihi i locA nefugii," refers to this. 

In the courtyard if a 14th-century relief rejure- 
senting the creation of Eve, the Fall, and Adam delv- 
ing while Eve spins. An outside staircase ascends 
'.to the /iano nobfle^ in the great rooms of which are 
traces of frescoes of the 17th century. Here it was 
that in a large hall with an oak-fMnelled curved roof 
(now given up to chickens except where used for the 
purpose tof storing corn and beans) a general parlia- 
ment was held, promoted by Bernardo da Cabrera, 
Count of 'Modica, which on the death of Martin 
IL without direct heirs, in 141b, gave to Sicily 
a national king in the person of Cabrera himself 
already Grand Justiciar. It was but two years later 
that the jealousies of the baroni called in the Cas- 
•tiHans. 

The noirth door of the cathedral is of the 14th 
century apparently, but the interior is rather earlier. 
Tlw nave arcade consists of large columns with 
roughly cut caps. Oii the left^ near the high altar, 
is a seat raised on four steps, i^ ft. long; the 
-whole of red marble, inscribed ** Patres urbis " ; op- 
posite are the seats for the celebrant and his ^istants, 
made of wrought iron, a very unusual feature. There 
are mosaics In the church made of different coloured 
marbles of the country. On festal days the first mass 
is said at the early hour of 5.15 a.m. A fountain 
in the piazza is picturesque, but not ancient, though 
some of the sculpture is very much worn. Thfe 
Palazzo St. Stefano, called also St. Oermano, is said to 
be the palace for the construction of which the theatre 
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was stripped of its'ioairHe. Ic beloa|^ toLihe family 
of the SfNicchds^ princes of Galato> and' dukes of , St. 
Stefanoy n6w living at Ffilermor it is a late 13th- 
.ceatary building^, tliough portions, of .it look earlier. 
The windows and the curionis'ccowning feature in- 
laid with lava are. similar to, anodier Bi^ade higher up 
the hilly Aow Jinfortunaliely* a . mere. .shelly ' La fiadia 
Vecchiayvwhick his three .jpointed ; windows of two 
Ughts each 'with tracery rabovto and ft more lavish* use 
of inlay. In the )crypt of the Palazzo St i Stefiinois 
a central. coluiiinr' of Gfeek mar ble^ which smppoite 
the vaulty tho c{4f>ital of wkidh ss also of marble but 
with late 13 th or early 14th-century carving.* This 
room was used as a; bith, though only accessible fcom 
outside, and in the wall the ioondnit thrbughjwhich 
the water flowed. stjill remains^! leading to a' curious 
pit*like sinkiiigyabout4ft. dee^, in a triangular space 
sunk about i ft. . below the flo6r level. The whole 
is lined wijth rtiacblc< The water at that time came 
from Monte Venere, but the modern supply comes 
from a les^ . distinde. ' Anoliher' > palace^ 1 tJie Pilkzzo 
Giampoliy staQds[<al^ the to^ of an imposing flight of 
^teps. It has a Reiiaissance doorway and window of 
graceful ptoportions jit the sidtf,>though itself l.jth or 
14th century. OtheifS of • the ancidnt . palaces have 
eitheifpoiated windows ofsevieral lights^ ordoofways 
of the type of feh^iiHiistKited. 

A few balcolMes with Spanish-looking ironwork 
are.jto be seen, butibr thertmost pa#t Sicily is rather 
bar^ of this kind of mtevest, andT^ao^niina is not 
ekception^l in. this respects Thenames^f the streets 
were scrawled, up in red paint, but neat taiblets of 
rotlghened grejl^ marble, with the letters and boedw 
polished, are superseding without destroying thent. 
At the «iidHE^Hth^ town,, beyond Hhe Foru Catania 
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(1440)9 is a curtain waU leading to an outlook poet. 
From this |dacc a>fine view of the town maj ht had, 
and one loofks ri|fht down upon* t^e monaatei^iof S^. 
Doflxienico (now anMhotel)^.the sacristy of which con- 
udns sonle fine Renaissance carving in frie^ pilaster 
and panel ;' there are abo carved stalls in the monks' 
choir^ behind the high akar, of similar style, and in 
a chapel at the bottom of the church is an. interest- 
ing early rmonument;. 'It was founded by a prince 
o£ Catania ; the monb were twenty in number and 
all belongtti to the aristocracy;. On the cloister 
wall is scribbled ''Banfack Master^s 8tore;'No. 2,'' a 
i^elic of the English occupation. The widll has a 
ctiown of ironwork, aild ^om^ the sacristy one lodks 
into a pleasant pergola*! St. Agostino has a doonyay 
land a little embattled tower of the 13th century. 
There, is a Byzahtine-lookitag triptych inside. . The 
most anpient convent is Sta. Maria di Ges^/ how aii 
Englishman's villa^ It dates from about 1 20a Sta. 
Caterina has i very dedightfUl Renaissance doister with 
a Sicilian Gothic gateway and a beautiful giarden. It 
is i approached by an avenue of yews aodrcypresses, 
and is typical of the luxuriance of Sicilian vegetatioii. 
The Porta. Toca beyond the 1 Catania gate has two 
pbinted arches lat right angles to tach otiiec^ a iati- 
taatic out^e staircase and battlements. '^ 

Of the Saracenic period the reniaina are the castle 
oh the' hill, and portions of the walls, for there is 
more than one line ;of defence but to the witraiued 
eye the difiecence is scarcely perceptible. It bonaislls 
of a large outer court and a sm^ kqep with a well, 
a tower fringed with grass, and a battlemented walk 
supported by a number of pointed krches. 'FVom 
this^ /court a, door gives access to a suited lower 
storey J ' A fbw wall fountainso make ptcturosquebits 
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of light and shade ^ and fr6m the main street delight- 
Jul ^mpses of sea and distant countr^r zpptAt down 
precipitovs alleys, while firoih the two or three 
piazzas more extended vipwB"inay be had ; for it 
may be rqseated that the greatest charm of Taormina 
is thebeantiM view over mountain and sea which 
is visiblcl from so many points in and ibout the 
town, and the lovely sunsets and sunrises, which the 
early. habits of the. place (^hey milk goats at your 
door U 6 A.M.) stimulate the tmveller into seeing 
many more of than he would at home. i .. 

The village Of Mola'is high above Taormina on a 
lofty hill; The way to it it by a winding hill path 
which ascends close to the Porta Messina, the only 
xpptosLch. The gateway which guards th^ ; narrow 
staiiFcase in* whith the road en(b bears the date of 
1578. There is a mined casde and a church in it, 
but the. placet is* vei^ dirty and hardly repays the 
iabour of the climb, though the viisw is very exten- 
sive and cx>nsidefed fihe^ Near the Poita Francese 
ire some Sicanian tombs. 

From Taormina. one may go to Catania either by 
the .main line whilch runs on thie seaward side of 
Etna^or by the Circun>^Ethea Hnb which starb froAi 
Riposta and eirdes Etna on the landward side. In 
the latter case^^icanrtigemay'be taken^to'Piedimonte 
with advantage, the dn^e being picturesque kxid the 
times of the trains being arranged widi' the dis- 
jregard of the convenience of travellers which .the 
^En^tshnkan.ii ittcline4 tb think is usnal^ though it 
is iseaHy in aU piobobtti^ ths result of .considerati6n 
fbr the requirements bf thocUmiaEte in summer.. 

The main line continues to ffun by the sea, w^th 
the slopes of Etna on the right haxid,: firom which 
numerous lava; sti'eams have descended at different 
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dates. On ^e northernmost of these stands the 
Castello di Schisby which indicates the kite of the 
andeiit cit^ of Naxot. ' This city pdsses^d an alta^ 
6£ Apollo Archagetes on> whieh it was^ the custom 
for all ehYojt to oier sacrifice when leaving for ot^ 
returning from Greece on sacred missiohs ; the kite 
is now a lemon grove; 'A littk Airthfer on is another 
ancient hva stream/ Where the road to Catania tna 
Randazzo diverged— one which in 396 «.t. pre- 
vented' the Garthagintan general Himilcon fi'6kh'pro- 
c^tng ditect to Syracuse* aftef thfe destruction of 
Messana^abd codpelled him to march round the 
mountain. Timoleon alio followed this route in 
J44 B.c.i aad Charles V. in 1534. Then thle 
river Alcantara it crosaled, the ancient Alcesine. 
From Giarre^Ripoato, a station 'whkh stands in the 
comm6n Sicilian fiwhion between the tv^o villages 
from which it is nambd aifd some distance l^m each/ 
it 'is 5 miles to the gigantic chestnut-ti*ee* called 
the ^'Castagno di' Cento Cavalli," reputed to be 
one bf the oldest trees in the world. The stem is 
divided into four above ground, the total girth 
would be 180 ft. if it were in one. It is 4o caUed 
from X story that one of the queens of Aragon-with 
100 mounted followers once took refuge' bd^eath its 
branches. Not fkr distant are two other itiost as- 
tonifhing^ trees called ^^ La Nave " and " L'lmp^rib," 
and a mile and a half further up the mountain is 
** II Casti^o della Galea," whkh is y6 ft. round 2 ft. 
from ihc^ ground. These trees are all protected- hf- 
the Oovemment, and are beliehred to be at l^akt 1000 
year* old! This wood provided Dionysibt of Syra- 
cuse with timber fbr his fleet in 399 b.c. Thik is 
the plate from which the Val del Bove and th^* 
crarm which were active in 1S65 are best reached. 
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It is tkought that the original crater of thevolcanb 
is above this 'f,VaUe'\ Setecal. mote lava beds are 
crofse^^, a^d Aeifeal^i is, r^ached^ a. prosperous health 
scsoct amid* fine gatddns of oranges and almonds^ and 
with;^ picture^ue /eampatiile to tlbe pcdiicipal chtirck, 
rebuilt aftie;ir>thp eartiiqaako :of 16)93. Bdowoon 
the shotTQ^is a^ baiAirigr{4ace/ La Scaletta^'^at the near 
ei>d ofwhigha stream, "Acque Grandi," tonihles out 
o£, 9f ^umeMh^ped hol^ in ^e cliflf. Thu is' sop 
pose^^^JW'i^^ rdmainf >Qf tho.river Acis, for hecet it 
this locality of th^jmytb of sAcis and Galatea ; while 
a litde further oxk the tbcki 6f ^e C^dbps hufled 
by Polyphea^ps at the escaping. Ulyasea may be seen 
av. Aqi .Qastell9^ where the pkt^iresittte old caft^e 
combing vf'^h them and the coast liner to Inake a. 
delightful . picture. The basaltic rock 4s very strange 
both in appearance and Itnicttird. Thecasck was 
a .p^of , Rogeiridi; JLoria> apad when . he ireMkd r was* 
besieged. by Frederick IL in 1297, but vainly ;till he 
built. fi wooden tower as high asitsdf, with a fiyittg^ 
bridge^ The viUiige ctf ;i>Qghii>a^ . betwten Aci Caa- 
tello and Catani^ il believed to. be the Portiis Ulyssis 
of Virgin much changed in si^ and. shape firbm[.the 
If^vasti^ms/ The line dead»ndfr;acrDatf3and durongh 
d>ese and ^ntors Catania QOfits^least'^ttrtiGtive side^ 

Th^ CircmnrEtnjea:liney whi^^tarto fromJUpoato 
near ^^ station on ih^m^in 'litle^andiretiiitBing 
northward^.^o l^iedimonte posses ibundithe toountiun 
on the landward side^ ^«yrds.most pictufesqne Views' 
from .^tsr <9lope9.rover Uie* (Dalits and towards rfthe 
mountain, chains, of the : interior^ ^nd passes tnany: 
pVu:es of qonsiderable iAl^eMj both ^ond the historical 
and artistic ^ide. The lijie ruens at first up the -vaUey 
of the Minissale ;|long ^e slopes of.Etna^ and> looking 
acroa to the lesser. hiUi whidt.divide.itr&om thfatioC 
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thciAlfciinunij ^ Bef<MPc reaching Lingua^ossa the 
remarins/ of « tjie erupCf on of t 566 art traV»wd, noW 
cultitatod for/ the moit part; HeJ^e' the lanid is 
cohered Vin«h I mn^yards. While ^ a little^ further the 
bett'haael-nut* in •'Skily arc grown. On the other 
iide: of the val^r highlf fdaieed toWtts look' fittixr- 
esqne on their lofty isites^ aliiiost like 'towns from 
the backgfeoQttdi/of i6ediaKVal pictiti^es. Neaf Mojo 
sutionthetrkiTbdesieenicIdd ih 1^79 dthost ^^ i&r as 
theiiAk^hanra^iwhidii i*ttni along the tall^ ^bel6W,' 
and Itheopeoj^'iof Mojo^ Which lies on the other 
aide- of .UuB rWer,' bedUne 'alarmed and' iM-ought out 
an. image of >St. Attdiony^' thtefir pairon^ s^iiity in ^o- 
cessioiii to: stop it. This lava U not yet disintegirated 
at all, amdj psesent^ a very ugly appeaifancej some- 
thing like the slag of >a dmeking furnace tm a large 
scale, the. an\^ 'thine gi(6wing on it being a giant 
spurge^' /Near Mojb is an'interesfiHg kittle Byzan- 
tine diiirch bf the 7th' ot* Sth ciriturf, the chapel 
of OJ^alyagna:' Square in plan, with a fisit cUpola 
roof and' a ^istnalii apse on ealih of th^ sides, the 
eaftiiancf ill > on the fourths ' This 19 saici to be the 
only } Byzantine chtiiich in Sicily, above grouhd, 
anterior ,»ta:'thc'i Sattieen iiivasidn, aiid' cutiotrsly 
enough tdie peasjwlts? tiame foi^ it fe **la MbSchea *^ 
Rinddafeo lies '«t the "Jtop* of the valley- of the 
Alcdntara^ knd though it^Onta^ris but 8'$oo itihalxi^ 
tantriisarplacejof some* importance, ^t wks fdunded 
by a Lombahi , colon)" and was stt^named Etn^ by 
th&- Emperor Freiikri<ik 11. as being the ne^eit 
towo iliq^j'the ^)orettdr/^«>f the volcano, ii»om Which 
it is* only i a miles 'disia;nt; The manners^ ctf 'the 
people iire .roc^ghj tod the town still prcser^s a 
severe and warlike (appearance worthy of its medie- 
val origiiA. The Aragonfes^' kings ofteto dpeiit the 
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suinmer Ixere, (hinkmg th^ air healthy. Perhaps 
the severe- jippearancc-pf the to^n is partly ciwing 
to the use of )ay4 for building relieved by plaster 
and whitewash in the less, constmctionial parts, a 
mode which, chastens the etuberance of the later 
Renaissance with advantage^' but does not so well 
set offthiB earliier Gothic building.. . 

The. choir of tbe church of Sta. Maria dates, firohi 
the 13th century^ and theVside walls ^om the I4tli. 
It tOfvecsjnp from the street like, a fortress with a 
machicolated cornice. ' Th€f ornament is baaed on 
Byzantiae data roughly cut and with the addition of 
details which are Norman (the biUet .moulding and 
other details) und Renaissance, (rases bearing flowers 
and arabesqi^ on pilasters). > The campanile is a 
curious modern; concoction of the confectionery, 
order put up in 187$, when the church was ie- 
stored.; The mt^ of Petrus Tignosw appears in 
an inscription as the first? architect!. The interior 
has an arcade of great lava columns with roughly 
cut caps of early 14th-century type, the walls are 
whitewashed aiul the roof covert with partica- 
larly abominable fre^oes, which^ like the pictures 
above the side altar$. which vie With them^ are the 
production of local talent, and dale from the 17th 
century, when the interior was recast. The^hirge 
church of St* Martin at the other end of the town 
was built in 11222, but the tower appears to be of 
the 14th century <md the western &9ade was recast 
in the 17th. The architect waSi a certain Leo 
Cumier, possibly a German < (architect brou^t over 
by Henry VL or a Comacine, since we know that 
Frederick ^. employed them at Ce£dii. It has a 
fine tower of lava with courses pf white stone here 
and there, and the walls finish with an interesting 
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corbel table beurlng some rescnibliMice'to the iriachic- 
olations of Star. Maria. ^ Opposite is 'tlie old thtcal 
Palace/ no^ a prisofiyttill bearitig the ispikes on 
which the heads of criminall Were expdsed." Many 
ofthe houses ap|)ear to be mediaeval, ^qtiite small 
places with pointed windows on the first fi66r and 
a roiw of qtiatrefoils below them, as well as the larger 
houses of- more* wealthy citizens, and there are also 
a good many ;p»lace8 of considerable importcmce and 
of sdifferent datds.. In ti^ main street are several 
veify picturesque ' t Tth-century shops, ^onslstibg tf a 
fiill^cdntrisd moulded' «rch, sometimes with a carved 
keystone orcaryiatid brackets, betieath which are couti- 
te^ on* each iside 6f the entrance,- sofnetiAies Supported 
by consoles of robust outline and always projecting 
well beyond the wsdl face With a bdldl^ ' moulded 
edge of'two'dr three members. There is also some 
gobd ironwofk in the shapd offanlightsof late date; 
) The church of St. Nicol6 stands iti a little piazza 
to the side of the main street approached 'by a passage 
across Which. a i^th^century house was^once throvm. 
The orchds Which supported walls sind floor still 
remain, 'and a portion of the front Wall, pierced by 
a graceliil two-light window With tWisted shaft. 
The dinrch contains some sculpture ascribed to the 
Gagini, almost the only Sicilian sculptors known to 
famer; a £miily which came &om Bissone oh Lake 
Lugano and after three generations^ reettrned to its 
bifthplace. Fisom the second half of the 15th td 
the middle of the 17th century its member* reigned 
over Sicilian tculpmre. The tradition of Florentine 
design is visible in their work and occasionally the 
workmanship also 'shows the Florentine' tradition. 
The fai9ade of this church is an e^mple of what 
has bden said aSooot the chastsiting influehce of the 
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use of lay4 in bwlding^ upon the Hceiice ;of xurve 
used by the kiter Renatsstnce .architecti; o .to . 

From the: railjiVny the xetcospect; of Eandftsoo ik 
charaing^ and an ac^isti joftight d0 wocsfc thaiistiay 
in the town for some time, tf h« is^prepared to o6ugh 
it^nd to spend. the usual dmean l«»rg»inHig<' > 

The lini^ stU} ascends, until firdnt^ is' reacked, 
passing M^lelto pn the yfxfy AltmalLtown >witLan 
old P^tle» bjelow which, lies, the .sappresasd ' bene- 
dictine monastery of Majaiaciiim^ fi)andBdinii74 
by Mar^et^ mother of Williatn IL iMaxiiacp, the 
town near, .which took its name from ither. Greek 
general : JMsmiaces^ who also built tor /recast • the* castle 
of Syraq^se^,h^>entir•ely disappeiu'ed. ; Hcire.in^040 
he defeafed a large army of Sstracdns, kided. b^ 
Harold Hardradr and' his Norwegians ^;amd i conr 
tif^gent of Nprmans. .^ Bront^ is sattd tby(iaom6 to be 
a,, very .ancient town, whi)e others, state that it^has 
been built, since the time of Charks :¥i (*Th^'line 
circle cound. it on- a, higher level, jdntost as if on 
the (Upper seats of an amphitheatre, overithe 'laraiof 
1 65 1 , which descended close to Bronc^^ Ixi aame* is 
said to ' come from one of the Cyclqps of Yulcaasi^s 
forge, ^jk^ to, Englishmen it . is interesting, as being 
the place which.. gave the^ title of Duke Qf..Broiit& 
to Nelson, It .was., a royal .duchy until ityr'ti 
granted. to him. in 1799. "^^i^ i* a good point of 
departture, for lofty Troina, looo ft* higher thai! 
Castrpgiovanni, and the loftiest of the: larger 'towns 
of Sicily,, where Count Rogcir and /his ydthg. iwtfe 
Judith , were . besieged iby Greeks and • Saracens in . the 
bitter winter weather when they had. botonedoak 
between them. It is 1 8 miles, iaway and the. oroad is 
of the roughest A fzagmenttof the east end.of>thb 
cathedral built, by iRoger. whcb he made Troinii th^ 
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see of the first Siciliflp blthop in .i&f% ^ill exists. 
The bishop was Robert of Evrbult, brother' of' his 
wifb Judith, andithe bifthofwic waii tfansferred to 
Mdssina nine ^rs later. 'St.* Philaret tiM[ here!. 
Thfe views ape Aow^ov^r the beautifiii Valley 6f the 
Stmethus, and manyiilava iows are crossed befc^re 
anaring at Adertkbf the moit ^ ifi^rtatit silb-Etiifean 
t^ww !^r Catania and Aci Reale. Here the faiboiis 
t^mpfe) J oi' Adrainlu^j stood, ' which • was guarded b^ 
mcxe thin looo dogi^who arebaid to have, honoui^ 
hoHldstr men, torn .drunkards and devoured thr<6tes. 
The name o(' Adratitis' was perha^ ' *^rived frbm 
f^Adar^V -fire* i The- city was ibunded by Dionysiite 
of Syracuse, and it flourished Under the Saracens. 
Roger fortified it, erecting a castle of which one 
tower is thought to remain, now used as a prison, 
in the piazza. In the chapel are early frescoes. 
Here his niece Adalisa took the veil in the convent 
of Sta. Lucia, which he founded in 1 1 57. The town 
is on the high-road between Catania and Palermo. 
It is said that until the i8th century the women 
of the people used to dress in the Greek fashion 
with a long white chlamys, and the nobles used the 
costume of Spanish gentlemen of the i6th and 17th 
centuries. Below in the valley are the remains of 
a Roman aqueduct The line now descends rapidly 
to Biancavilla, which is inhabited by the descendants 
of Greeks, Albanians and Epirots who took refuge 
here from the Turks in the 1 5th century. Patern6, 
7 miles furthur on, is a town said to have been 
founded by the great count, who built the castk 
and gave it as a dowry to his daughter Flandrina 
when she married Henry the Lombard. The keep 
still exists, but recent discoveries of coats-of-arms and 
shapes of windows suggest that it is 14th century. 
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A^tiq«e tarcpplug^aad sepulchifesdiacov^ed here 
proYfc it to. be qldsr, and it Mem»: probable that it is 
on the site of the Sicilian city oi Hybla Minot, since 
two arches of an ancient bridgeware still standing 
anjd the road £rom Catania to* Centurip» passed 1^ 
HyUa. Motta St. Anastasia has an aincient Saracen 
c^utle something like; La Cnba, at Palermo, i^stonsd 
by the Normaps. ,In it the rebel Don . Bernardo 
Cabrera was imprisoned, during i. the .I5tk century, 
and: n^rly d]:owned in a dungepn which had been 
a cistern. Passing Misterbianco, near which, these 
are; sojne Roman baths .with, a tolerably perfect 
p^vemcttt and twQ .circular sudatoria surrounded 
with seiats, the. environs of Cafcania are spon reached. 
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CAT^ijjA,^eTWW»t::Pi^wl<Hi» d^y in the Wsmd after 
?4(^tnio, U (h[^ 96s^ of a-bi$k(^ ^nd.o^tA .ocNitt of 
appeal. . Its q^tebrat^d .ifuiiY^iAity' w48 founded :it 
1444 J>y, Alpfep^sQ iofCiatile; Being a prospevt 
Qjo^ t^wu and ^^iyi^g sf^lFeredy ji9 ^t haa, ftom eaitiht 
quakes and ^mptip^^ th^^e aife very few .antiquities 
.pf intofesi ^ft, but ajtKMdg theiiew are two ortthree 
whic}i ^ak^r jt, worth wh^ ,to; stay Jthere fov a short 
tiQK;, and the history oi the pbp^ demands a few 
words. The.cathediral; isdodi^ated to St .Agatliay 
wj^cK.waf :mai;tyi;ed in 93 a^d. ««der Diodetian^ as 
sQme aay^ or aiBr,otherj9k assert uqider Decius in 25a a. d. 
The .veil with^ which she is laid to have covjcxitd her 
breasts is npw ooi^id^ed the inostrtpowerfiiLtalis*- 
maa GiCthe city agiiinst^ the flowing lavt.. After the 
earthq«iake of 1693 tjbp daims ,0f St. Agatha were 
dfpded. by lot to be anpetior to those of. the Virgin 
and th^ djsdica^ion was theii. changed. : The &rst 
cathedral ,w.i9 bnilt ia 1099 by Count :Roger«..bDt 
the HTf^tfif piut of thi».,feil in .the; earthquake of 
1 1^ burying bishop aiud congregatiottyp^iter whidh 
the^s^t end m^^^QhMy bulk ;aA it now exitts. 

The chapel of St»j Agatha is to: the right of; the 
altiar a,nd ; contaiAs herabline /and. the..half-Jeiigth 
status of. her^^hich beam. the; QTDwn said to have 
be^n givei^ by King. RicWd Ccemr-de-Iion^ moet 
e)ab9«:ate ai^d beautifuLex^mpl^i pf the goldttaiiith's 
^of the J4th century- The statue is, very 'inely 
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worked with a good deal of enamel about it and 
two little angels who sustain the raised arms, the 
right of which holds a cross bound with lilies of 
pearls and filagree, and the left a small tablet of blue 
enamel bearing in golden letters the words : ** Men- 
tem sanctam, spontaiieum honotem et patriae libera- 
tionem ". It is signed by Giovanni Bartolo of Siena, 
and was made by order of Biihop Mlirziale in 1 1^76 
at Avignon,^ from which place his sticce^sor Bishop 
filia«» had it brought in the next year. The^hriibe 
used to^ be attributed to him also, but recent iaves- 
tigationt itiake it probable that it Was madi^ itk^ Ca^ 
tanift, by Giovanni and Baitolommeo Vitale^ihid th^ir 
father iBern«lrdo, Sictlrans who had gone ti> Litidoges to 
leaiti enain%iling and' returned *to Cataniat iln 1396. 
The twiy bi^ops, Masrziiik and Elias, wier^ LfftioU^n. 
The'<$:6ver is two centiuries lat^r ttnd is dated 1 $79. 
It beaift fourteen 8«i*iits in bassb-reliievo. The shrine 
itself is late Gothic aildfH elaborately nkhed and {^in- 
naclcd,^with seven seated figuresonesich sidbaiid corner 
figures tinder the angle canopieai Which have pierced 
and haihmered traceries. The bier on which it is 
carried on the festival is-a l6th^ii«uty work with 
17th and' 18th-century additions. It is like a little 
tanpk' With Corinthian cc^mns, a stylobtttle and 
mdnf rplitfe in silver ^the Wbrk t>t Pstolo Averw, 
16 J4), wiveired with a dome and with statuettes of 
che Aposdes. and Christ on the cornice. It ha» been 
restored to repaid datliage done by; thieves iti "JS^i. 

The aipsee of the cathedral are decorate feXtcsfcially 
with a ]^intdd arcade wkhout hiodding^; tkcy'aiid 
part of the eJ«tertt»tftitisept may pelfhaps beloifg to 
th«;.origi»fel^at*[«kal, and- may 4ate escitjted the 
caithqttafeci ctf 1 169. The'^ si« ^anite cbhJmns 
in the present' ^9adi cajhe from t the Greek 
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cfajeatte^ ifrom. Which '^ing Roger %oexnd<tot hdvie 
o^taiti^d Inb^t.of hb building matBiiiala.: In the 
choir • 4re /two safcot^hagi^ at> the' tviro sides - of the 
hijgh a\UT, contaiiui^g tlM: remiias oE.Beveni of the 
Ai:agone9e^. family.i Freaerick Hi (died 1957), his 
son John of i Raftdoezo, . King / Louis * (died> 1 3 5 5)9 
Fdrdlnandi III. (died 1377),; and his wiJSe Gcmltance 
(jik^j ii56r5),>Qi*een:Maria^'wife of Martin L, and 
her.j^oung son Frederick. Th^chodr stalls^ of the 
\li%h' t^T^xy^ show the story of /St. Agatl\a-tHfTl« 
organ is.supportied by four columns: &6im the.Tdltro 
GrecQ* r . By.^the . ae^nd pillar to the right in . the ' 
n^Ve is a monument to Bellini^ thericomfsbsec^ who 
wasfii |)9itive. of Cataaiau 1 His remansiwere bfought 
ftomlPa^b inJ876* . • ; ' ■ - • 

.. The fountain of the ; elephant: Jnt front df the 
cathddialcoftsists.iof/^ figure bf an dephant: in laiv% 
of ^^Xtremely anqienft date,, bearing xin its^ back an 
Egyptian obelisk i of granite which* was found on the 
site of thi^. circusy surmounted .by tsm ironilcross, 
ctown and lili)es, on a base of marble Lwithi figures 
ofjtheriv^s .Simcthus .and Amenanus; . Thd d6oih> 
way of- the church , of Santo Qsircere, a «&ib 'iSreco^- 
Norman piece of wock, Wa^ taken '^on^ thev cathedioi; 
to which it beknged^after thq.e^rthq^akeiof ii'694 
In 1754 it W2» removied to. the Palasoor Publico 
and in, i75Qi placed iSa ids ptesent ,pDsit£on.i) litis 
said thac . St^ Aglatha was , martyred .here^ - and^ they 
show her cell Ai^d . the pif int of her foot . on a . piece 
pf^ ^aiva. .The oitly othef jmodiabval ihonumcnt is the 
C^tel Ursino^ rbuik by Frederickrilli^ at both sides 
oftwhich thd laVft flowed ih the erttpt;ioki..jof>.i669. 
It tis square wi<^ nmnd towers at eath angle: and. one 
oXtra flanking the jenttoncey.coTeudd : 'With lii sort of 
bQmbproof. roof frotn A^hich a little dome ridel. 
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The whole building 18 now^laitef^ altid no detarls 
ahdw; ' The iOreco-Roman dieatre from which ^Roger 
tbok the materials for ^ hit cat]ie(ibral if within die 
predndtt ofhdnseft built apon\portions of it4> W^Us. 
The sea^; of which only twenty-six row* remain^ are 
hewn out of tofa ahd covered with finiestone slabs, 
and have still a few pieces of the maible which 
overlay those 'i« situ. Part of it is imdergrbuhd, and 
the stage, which probably exists under other house*, 
haa not yet been excavated. Adjacent is the Odeum, 
a i Roman building only partially preserved. The 
'neighbouring church of Sta. Maria Rptonda id a 
circular Roman buijding. Behind the high altar 
a^e remain* of an ancient structure of lava and brick, 
and a Romanesque holy- water vessd! is to theieft of 
the door. Of • the amphithektre still fewer remains 
exist, a few arches in the Via Archibusieri, which is 
perhaps scarcely to be wondered at, since as early ^as 
4j9^8 a.d; a decree was issued by Theodoric allowing 
the citisens to use it as a quanry wherewith to repair 
the walls and other buildings damaged by earthquake 
and the barbarians. Its length was 158 yds., the 
breadth 1 1«6 yds. Ne^r to it are a few remains of 
the Greek aqueduct, >^hich, once brought water 
&dm below Litodia, 17 milel away. 

The modern totvn hai broad streets as well as 
squilor and dirt, and the florid belfriei in the baroque 
clukrches. which frequently rise at the end of a street 
contrast strikingly with' the sti^ight lines of the 
street fronts^ The Via Stesicoro Etned, the longest 
and' stum important, 'starts frokn ther Piazza del 
Duomdand passes several piazza^ which contain the 
University and Municipio and the Pirefecture, lead- 
ing to the Villa Bellini, . the srilow-garden of Catania, 
There tare Roman baths under the Piaaza del Duomo, 
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bttt a much more ititoresttng exiunple if therbath 
which Kes junder the Cannelite chufck ** All' In^ 
dirizzo ". It consists of apodyttrUim^ diesAingi-rooBi^ 
kyfoci^uituiH^ ^xn^ce^^f^^rhmy tepid bathyiot^/'- 
iutfiy hpt rooiUy and i^hfUPif wann hath. The/aopd 
pmied Benjediotiac monaiteiy of St. Niooh has two 
lar^ courts, now ujMcd for barracks alid for's^hodastic 
pm^poses. The /immense imfiaished ia9ade o£ the 
churchy which possesses an organ which m» one o£ 
thdifinest in Burope^ looks npAa a drcfaryand sqnaUct 
pia;^^^ It wai rebuilt betwedb 1695 smd 17354 
$omA of tkc fdomis lof the moaatfery contain a 
mftseanH of the niisDed kind cbmmon iitf conntr)t 
pUpes» which includes a Madonna and Child atn 
tributed to Antionello da Mesnna^ The .library 
has laOyOOO volumes and ' joo.MSS.9 and there fit 
alsQr^n observatory. r '::,., 

The Piazza Mazxini has a cdonnade ,with thiitty-. 
two ant^ue marble cokunns found beneath the tnon-j 
aster}^ of St. AgostinOy and in' the. Via. Cestai* is k 
foae Nortoan window found built. up, in the. little 
churqh of St. Giovanhi dt Matteo in 18194. '^^ 
University poise^KS a large library jof}9i'9Ctoo'vohimei, 
founds iu I75jy and a. fiii^* coU^^tion^ of shelia. 
The Villa Bellini is a- public .^tfdien hbm whidU 
pt^tf } views' may be^ oeen through : the intenral^ 
betweeii thc! clumps of trbei^ and which is Jniidi 
appreciated by i the natives^ Tou.the noiah<«widst of 
it is Sta. Maria dt ties^ necir! which T^ire remaina 
of Romm t6ftnbs« >The churth contains wriiTpturca 
by- the Gagini.- ■ :* - o> ^' j<' ■'. ' n 

The.piain of Catania wa^ thcf spot iii iwhichrilih^ 
first cities of the Sicanians.vt^erb bnilt^kud here d^ 
first historical ideas, of Sicily commence with Xutluv 
son of t^olusy king of the-Ephestadsrbr iEolid^ callied 
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by^the 'Sicaniah^ with his bfdthers' to govern theifi. 
This* Wa^sokne^ time before the Greek epoch bcgiti 
vrith the Trojan War.' > ^' "* "' < 

Catania was th^ <;entre of SicaniaiA culture, and 
hen was ithe {[beak temple of Ceres, as cetebrated'bsthe 
Ceres of Eanai The f<!itiTdlB'0f the Citanian Ceras, 
called Amhatrtalia, preceded^ If they did tll>t sut^^ass 
in fame the Mebwinan' mysteries. ^ The '6th cctttil!»v 
B;c. wasfoir'Cataimr'a Jcentury of splehdoui- afad 
Fiberty in which k rivaiM Sjrracusi^ and'Agrigefn>tuiri. 
It was Enriched) widi teni|>leiiiy it had a hippodrome 
for CHympic ga«te^ ceUbhrted the mk)st solemn 
Bacchic feasts rn all Sicily, had a naumachia for 
naval sho^si and athetab^ for tothedy and traged^; 
amtideumfbr music, '^ basilica, ^paHic granaries, a 
mint and an armotiry. The gymnasium and aciademt 
were then the most celebrated in Sicily* Here StlJsi- 
choKOs lived, the^great poet whoi perfected the Giieek 
theatrical lihorus byitne addition of the e^sode td 
the strophe and aniistfophe, and invented the forms 
of e^itManiittm, elegy and hymn to celebrate the^ 
gloiy of heroes, of poets and of his countr^, and 
hereihe died andi was buried, skxording to tradition, 
soihewherer within the' present <Pia2za Stesicorea. 
Here too (liVed Charondasthe legist, whose laws for 
Catania were adopted: by many of the cities 'of Sicily 
and Magna Graecia^ and to whom' the^^giofy of 
esubltshing free education is due ; whose respect: (<3(r 
law was so grditiiihat^having unwittingly ' transgressed 
one • of his own laws' by ^^nterihg the' F6r«ffi(iiaiUied 
while the Senate was deliberating, tie penalt^ for 
dcdng whichi wa^ death, he turned his own a^ms 
agidnst himself and feH dead. In 474 bJc. Hiero IJ 
took the town, removed the citizens t6 Leontlrioi, 
(tolbnised '. fit ^with 1 0,069 'Syracusans and Pblbpoft'- 
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nosians, changed it» name to ^Ina, and died in it. 
This Wa» the .first of several conqnests* of Catasni by 
the Syracttsansi Between; 396 1 and ' j 39 • b.c. i«> was 
under the' Carthaginian. 9 in the. flatter year ii Was 
deEvered from' the^radt.MamerciB h^ Timblooiil 
The city ,alK> siifiei;ed mabH^ at the hands of the 
Ronkatvs •daring !the jaxil wa^i, afthtmgh at' first, it 
prospered tuKJler theb stray aiid;becah]te tme :^ dib 
mo^t, populous towns • of the island. Redivced to 
insignificance dtiriag ; thei early! Middle; ^ Ages, tand 
destroyed by the tro6p9 o£ Henry VI.; the 'Suabian, 
it tyas.testoved and finrtified by-hitisoii Frederidt HI., 
andiinder the Aragonese sovereigns of the i'4:feh)cen* 
tury was the> wnal residence, of the Court. ' • ' 

'Aft^rthp fomkdatson of the Univei^sity it ^ki l^g 
regarded as thetlitecary capitalof the islandi Since 
th« Ar^gonese t dynasty eicpired^ except' for the revolu- 
tionary diiturbancei ofr 1 S4&; and 1 860^ it has : k^ 
more to sufiier from earthquakes and eruptions, than 
from the fury of man. - The gi^eat eruption 'Iefrij6i69 
waa the worst. It! thj;eatened the town with asti'eam 
of lava 1^ ftw. wide and 14 miles long, tbut finally 
the. lava descebdied into the sea to the south->w^>of 
the town, partiillyofilling the'.harboun TIms was. 
the ocoanon on i^hich the. exhibition- of Stl Agatha^s 
veil was thought torrbeiso efectual; TJie ctvteft Aihe- 
oailDS^^meationed by IPindair cofmes to light ^^ just 
befi)ffe i^lall»^iito the harbour;; but all this ^^t of 
the town, haia been covered^ by lava toi a ctms^dei!-: 
^b)e depth. .The eaithqus^ 6f 1693^ pi^actioally/ 
di^troy^ the; t6wn, andinearfy all the j buildings 
arc. sublequentr^to-. that-. -date-it •.•■;•• -.>-< -/r,' .f: •. 

The -places on; the Circum-Etpea line to the touth-» 
wcst.of RahdazzD may bcr most coillireiiiendlyi ivilited 
firom Catajua^ and the .same 'remark, apidies> to Aei 
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Castdlo dnd th/e pl&ces* xicarta' itvtmt the most 
oelebffaccdJexcttrsioifi to be>takeh ftxiih that place k; 
the aacentH of, Mount Btnt^ ^t ^itarting^point: ibr 
which is Nicoloii, 2; J houw* dr'we' : froln Catania^ 
Har^< 18 the Ho^ice ©f St. Nicdio' d? Arena, Ifonndbd 
by SimcMV'.eount of Policastro^i 1911)1156, and the 
parent hou^joTSt. ^nedettby Gatatria; land f^ here 
the Alpiae €lnb has estaUi^ed a pott .ofmnc 
guides who follow their meaning in* the sununer, but 
m the winter cot the snow from the flan]^> of ^the 
monhtain for the manufecture irf icesi^' > , j 

. < The tnbunitain is gireeh for twb^thirds of its height, 
and the (.white houses and villages :itpon it can alnioBt 
be counted, sO' dear is the air; ' Its sides are covered* 
with old ciratei^ sorndsmalkrysome larger^ and Mme 
filled with vegetation, their summits coloured in 
patches of white, brown,f red, black or videt, alsottt 
eighty in number. The jjesert region commences at 
a height of about 6300 fb., most of which is without 
a sign of vegetable li% lava, scorbe and ashes; with 
sulphuroito discolorations, composing the whd^ sur^ 
face up to the summit, except where hidden li^> 
snow, which in winter covbrs the whok sur&oe and 
even extends some distance into the forest ri^ion 
below. This extends oh the nok'th down to»ttHnetw6 
miles from: the base of the 'mo!]intai% 4vhile Oft the 
south the 'cultivated region wQiich succeeds it reaiehef 
10 mides or more up its slopes. Here ir^ many 
trees^ the 4cinds varying with the di8tri<tt, berieatk' 
which' flopki' and herc^ find' pastiii-age and wild 
animalk and game Shelter. Near Paterki6 the dak^ 
the ilex, the beech and the lime flburish 9 near Mtaletti» 
arboaks^ piisetahd pbplara^ and pines of > large size 
in- found' iiear> Bvont^ - N^ar/to Catinia- loak, - fn^ 
beech^i oork^ fmd^ hawthorn aie^foiind,t and^bh^the 
1-76 
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north are extensive groves of nut trees. The Urge 
chestnut trees on the east side have been referred to ; 
there are also many cork trees of large size. The 
flora of Etna reckons 477 species. The cultivated 
slopes which die away into the plain are most 
productive and yield the best corn, wiile, oil and 
firuits in Sicily. No part of the island is so thickly 
populated nor so prosperous, and the people live in 
cakvlest pfenty- beneath the vokano knowing that 
the eruptions rarely affect the cultivated region with 
their. ravages. When this does occur, however, the 
results are most . disastrous^ as the history of the 
great eruption of 1669 testifies, when a great part 
<£ Catania was destroyed, the lava in ont place 
making a breach of 1 20 ft. in the walls and in 
another rising to a height of 60 ft. and tumbling 
oVtr them in a cascade o€ fire. At this time the 
light emitted by the lava was so bright that the 
smallest print could be read with ease in any part of 
the- city at night — a prodigy which was surplissed 
during one of the mediaeval eruptions mentioned by 
Abu-AH*Hu8an, an Arab geographer of the nth 
centiaiy, who says that Etna erupted lava on the 
eastern side, descending like a river to the sea, and 
^o^briMiaht that for several nights it was not necessary 
to kise lights in Taormina and other {daces near (!)^ 
i[nd that one could travel through the country as if 
it Were. day. N«ar Albanelli the lava lifted up and 
transported to a considerable distance a da)rey hill 
covered with cornfields; and then an entire vineyard, 
and penetrated beneath the wboded cone of Mom- 
pilieri by subterranean caverns, causing it to sink and 
rending it into long open . fissures. This was thb 
eruption which fonned the Monti Rossi, the waste 
aahes, sand and scoriae which formled them being so 
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pleQti&l as to coyer the houses in the neighboiuing 
villages to the depth of 6 ft. At Catania the iara 
vfk^it clifli 30 or 40 ft. high. In places it was 100 
ft. deep, it co(vered 50 square ^iles, destroyed the 
d^w^lings of 27,000 persons and 14 towns ^nd 
Tillages. ^ Two years after it had ceased to flow, on 
the. mass, beikig<:broken open flames issued fnnn the 
aperture; and vapour rose from the surface after ^ 
shower' <>!' rain, even eight years after. It was the 
eruption of 1693. wiiich was the most destructive tb 
human lifi^, however, by the earthquake which ac-i 
c0mpanied its commencement. At Catania 18^000 
inhabi^nts lay. htneath the ruins, and 50 cities and 
towns w^e destroyed causing a loss of 60,000^ lives. 

From Nicolosi mules may be taken to see the 
Monti, Rossi by those who do not care to make the 
gre^t asc^nl^ which is about 30 miles in length; To 
reach jdie summit at sunrise it is best to leiave Nicolosi 
at about 7 p.m. Two hours bring one to theCasa 
del Bosco, where a halt of half an hour is made 
fl>r resty and then by i a.m. the Osservatorio may 
be reached. • Another hour's rest for cofiee^ etc., will 
leave time to reach the summit by sunrise. This is 
supposing .that you have suflicient guides aiid mules. 
It is possible to go up 6n foot, and a party of English^ 
including several ladies, did it a few years ago, but 
%\i^ natives thought th^ very foolish, in which 
ppinion they were inclined to concur themselves, 
and it toojc considerably longer. The Ossenratorio 
is built on the site of the Casa IngleSe, so called 
because it was erected (of lava) by the English 
of^cers who were in. Sicily in 181 1. The Torre 
d^\ Flilosofo, i near to it, thought by thie natives* to 
be due to Emp^docles, is of Roman origin. 

Travellers must expect to suffer ftom cold in thii 
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excursion, and sickness is often experienced in the 
final ascent from it and the mephitic gases ; the 
guides then often cover the sufferers with warm 
ashes to help to recover them. The weather is 
generalljr tahtoutMeAf cM maj^ judge/ from the 
visitors' book at the inn at Nicolosi kept by Giuseppe 
Maazaglia, but if it should happen;. to be £ne th^ 
»pe£tacle bf t)ie shadow lying across, the island at 
•onrise, with the little .spoctre4ike pyramid* on: the 
mist ia the distance^ gradually withdrawing as .the 
sun gets .higher,, with the panoramic < view of all 
below is mos^impfessire^r The name '^ Mongibellp/' 
by which Etna is known to the. country fidk, is 
partly lulian stnd partly Arabic: ^^Moute" and 
fM))ebfit^'Va ^edttj^ication <!>f the same idea. The 
ff Val del B6ve^" thought by some to be the originiil 
ccater^.may also be ceadied .from Qatania, by carriage 
to ZaiferanQ in 4.^ ihonrs^ and then by mulb. 
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iii going • frotniC^aiai^ia to' Syracuse the railway 
at first traviorses the plain of <^tanta^ stiU regudeid 
as the granary of the blan(i, and crbssef the Simeto 
at Paisa Martino; This river formed the'boondary 
between Leontinoif and Catana; It Was one of the 
most important < in thei island lia( aneient times. 
Passing Vals»roiayttlle<}tinctioa for Calibgirofle, the 
Lake of Lentitli is af^roadied, the largest ik Sicily, 
varying firbm 9i t&' I li miles round accdtding tb 
l!he season, smd abounding in fish and ' wild-fowl; 
but malarious. This lake did not exist in ancient 
times. There are rio ronains* of '£jeonCtnoi, which 
claims to be the most ancient town in Sicily, the 
abode of the Laestrygons, the site of which is to the 
south-west of the present town, according to the 
account of Poly bins. It was founded in 729 b,c. 
by colonists from Naxos under Theocles, at the 
same time as Catana, and here a century later Panae- 
tius is said to have established the first tyranny in 
Sicily. It was alternately free and subject to Syra- 
cuse until the 3rd century b.c. Gorgias, the great 
orator and sophist (480-380 b.c.), through whose 
eloquence the Athenians were induced to meddle 
with Sicilian quarrels, was a native of this place. It 
was at Leontinoi that Hieronymus, the last tyrant 
of Syracuse, was assassinated. Both town and medi- 
aeval castle were almost totally destroyed by the 
earthquake of 1693. Diodorus Sicnlus says that in 
his time wheat grew wild near Leontinoi. Between 
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Letatini and Syracuse the Hne approaches and folio wi 
the coasts discovering many delightfti] coves, where 
the barren^Qoking jocks are relieved hy the deep 
blue c^thc sea^ upon Which little fishing boats show 
their white «ails Jike ssa^^irds floating on the waves. 
At the mouth of the Porcari, the ancient^ Pantacyas^ 
lay Trotilon, one of the earliest Greek settlement! in 
Sicily. Next comes the headland of Xiphonia or 
Santa Crode, so called from a tradition that St. Helena 
landed here With the true cidss; ' It forms one horn 
of the' bay lof Megara, but the prominent feature : 
tJke landscape is the town' of Augusta with its citade 
oh a . littlr hill overlooking the harbour. It makes a 
picturesque and splendid* appearance backed up by 
thie blue sea which almost surrounds the {^omontbry. 
Augusta was founded by Frederick II.' in 1232, 
and peopled with the inhabitants^ of Centuripse 
(which Cicerb mentions as the richest town in 
Sicily), destroyed the next year. It has suffered 
tvery possible oiisery' firom ealrthqnakes, sieges and 
fires. Itis whole population were stripped and mass- 
acred for faithfiilness to its Ibunder^s family, and 
the buildings razed to the ground by the captain 
of Charles I. of Atijou's troops, Gnillaume d'Est- 
endail. It suffered several times in a similar way, 
said in 1693 Was .severely damaged by the great 
earthquake, in fact almost entirely destroyed. Its> 
fortifications were > thrown down into the. pbrt, and 
made it difiicult' of access far a long time. The 
harbotfr probably occupies theate.of Megara Hy- 
Uaea (between ; the mouths of the Alcantara and 
^n Gusnumo), fi>uhded in 72.8 b.c. by colonists &om 
Megara;in Greece, and destroyed in 483 b.c. by 
Gelon of Syracuse, who removed its inhabitants 
thither. It, was refracted after the Athenian War 
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as an oattying' finrt o£ SyncmK, At one time Au^ 
gosta enjoyed the privilege of making biscuit for thh 
ships tif' the Knights of Malta, and'th^re are now 
extensive salt works close to the town. Two small 
Spanish forts, Garzia and Vittorta, ddend' the ap- 
proach. The port 1^ used for quarantine. ■' 

The ^ilway fbflows the coast and traverses an 
ancient burlaUground near Piiolo, from which many 
objects both prehistoric and historic • have been 
taken to the museum at Syracuse. To the left is 
the peninsula of Magnisi, the ancieht Thapsu^ to 
the north of which the Athenian fleet lay. A mtie 
and a half inhmd is an ancient pedestal lo ft. high, 
formerly sumiounted by a column, from which it is 
called *^ L'Aguglia," or the needle, or the '*^Torre del 
Maroello," conkmonly reputed to be a trophy* erected 
by Marcellus on the site of his camp af^r the con- 
quest of Syracuse. The " Telegrafo " hill above Fort 
Euryalus is hei^e in* sight, and the tiain skirts the bay 
where the fleet vf Marcellnv lay, the Trogilus, and 
approaches the rocky terrace Which bore the north 
Dionysian town wsdl of Achradina up which the 
ScaUGreca led to<the Catania gate. It runs round 
the coast, and passing the Porto Piccolo, arrives iit the 
station of Syracuse beyond the remains 4)f the Agora. 

The railway ^m Valsairoia to Cidtagirone is the 
easiest route by which to reach Mineo, the ancient 
Menae, founded by Ducetius and taken by the Sairi- 
cenk in 840 a.d. There is a good hotel at Calta.- 
giitme, which is about 20. miles beyond Mineo, 
and is considered the most civilised provincial towin 
in Sicily* ^ It has an ancient castle to which a long 
flight of steps ascends froni the market-place^ aiid 
its lofty position ensures ^extensive views. 

The road ft(Mn Mineo to Palagonia leads past 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FROM CATANIA TO SYRACUSE 

Favarotta, near which is situated the Lacus Pali- 
corum, generally nearly 500 ft. round and 13 ft. 
deep in the middle, but in dry seasons sometimes 
disappearing entirely. This lake was held sacred by 
the ancients, owing to the terror impressed upon 
their minds by the phenomena of the carbonic acid 
gas issuing from the craters and driving up the water 
above (hem to the height of' a couple of feit, the 
whfok surface of the lake appearing to boil. Rabbits 
and oUier small animals are suffocated when trying 
to drink the water, oxen and horses gasp for br&atk. 
and even birds ciannot fly across the lake., T^e 
apertures through which the gis issues wiere known 
as the Fratres^Paliciy the Dii Palici,' believed in 
lateif' times to have been the sons of Zeus by th^ 
nymph Thalia. The word <*Paiici^' seems feirly 
derivable from the Italic "Pale," the earth, arid 
Hesychtus makes them 'sons of Adrano. A sump- 
tuous temple stood on the shores of the lake, and 
Caviallari says that it was a sanctuary for slaves 
during the Servile War. Solemn oaths were taken 
there in this manner. I)ressed' quite simply and 
with a crown placed on his head by the priest, the 
devotee who asked for the testimony of the Palici ih 
the most solemn manner possible bent near enoiigh 
to' the water to dip his hand in it while he uttered 
his bath. * If he Wa^ sincere and his affirmation true 
he returned home safely, but if false he was "struck 
by death or at least blinded ^. Another mdde was by 
writing the bath on tablets which wirethroWn into 
the water : if trufc they swam, if false'they sank, and in 
the latter case the lie being clear piinishihent fblldWid. 
Ducetiusfburided the town of PaliCa neir, but there 
are no tr^es of it nor of the tem^e, unless the name 
Patagonia nlay be so : but the town is mcdiaevah 
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Syracuse wa& in ancient times the most iniportant 
town in Sicily, and consisted of foar walled cities 
which lay dose to each other, and several adburba. 
Of thfsse only one is still inhabited^ the ancient 
Ortygia, where the original settlement probably 
was. The great harboQr> the Porto Grande, is a 
bay to the west of the modem toiyn, the. en trance 
to which is 1 300 yards wide, between the southern 
extremity of the island and the opposite promontory 
of Massolivieri, the ancient Plemrayrium. The 
norther^ bay is called the Porto Piccolo, the small 
harbour. Its ancient name was Laccius. From 
the island the city gradually spread over the whole 
adjacent promontory, on which the districts of 
Neapolis, Tyche and Achradina were situated,. and 
a detached suburb arose on the outlying hill beyond 
the Anapus, called Polichne ; the marshy ground 
between was not suited for building updn. 
; At the time of the first settlement of the Greeks, 
under Archiasthe Corinthian, in 734 b.c., theriskhd 
was inhabited by the Siculi, whom he had to '' drivd 
out". Syracuse and Carthage had relations which 
were x^ot usual ^b^twecn Greek and "barbarian" 
cities, which suggests that there may have been a 
Phcenician settlement ^ere also. The fact of th« 
temple of Olympian Jupiter standing in Polichne, 
and having the custody of the register of Syracusan 
citizens, has made, some suppose that the origtiial 
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settlement-was on that pdifity but tke temples in 
Ortfgia appear to be of a(n earlier date. The Sictili 
were ^ecUiced to the cdndkion of serft, accordmg 
to the CQltom of thc^ Greek RepttbltcSy whose splendid 
freedom was > \m\t Tspon the foundation of slave 
labour ; but there are no dates or details of history 
till the ^ 5th century ^b.c. Th^ aristocratic common- 
wealth becaime by turns a tyranny and a democracy. 
The . *f 'Gamoroi," the aristocriacy, conducted the 
govemmeiit at first, and there was constant ferment 
and fighting. between them and the common people, 
the "Cilliri". In 48.5 bxI t the latter joiiked with 
the Siculan s^rfv to <kive the ^^Gamoroi" out, who 
appealed to Gelon for assistance, as a result of Which 
Gdioh took possenion of the city without oppbsitiovi* 
and made it the sdat of his p^^e^. It now grew by 
the depopulation of conquered cities and by the 
giving of citizenship to his meiOenaries astrell: as to 
settlers frcun old Greece, so that it became a city 
of mixed »ce. • Achradina was his creation. His 
greatest ^^ory is the terms which were offered to- the 
Carthaginians whe& xhtf were conquered at Himera 
by the Syracusans and Agvigentlnes, af^er which he 
is said -to hive been greeted asikibg. These terms 
stipnlkted for the return of the Carthaginians to 
Afirica and the cessation of their attacks iipon Sytt^ 
cnse, for an indemnity of 2000 talents of silver 
and the erection of two temples iu Syracuse' to the 
Grecian. gods, and ^' that' the Carthaginians shall 
hencieforth abstain £rom sacrificing humbn tictims 
to their Saturn, a holocaust which cann6t b« ac- 
ceptable to a divinity and oibnds against the rights 
of men V. The treaty was ta be engraved on brazen 
plates and fixed up in the temple of }uf^ter. The 
Carthaginians were so grsitefui filr ' these humane 
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conditions tlult thty aentta golden cfown of the 
value of loo talentsi to rDamareta^ Gelon's. wifb. 
Alt^r the reign of Hiero h^ brother t>f>/Gek>ny at 
whoffe : court M»(thy\as^ Ptndaiv Stmonides^ £pi^ 
charmu^ Sc^phron ana .Bairchylides flourished^; asd 
the expulsion of Thrasybnhu^ tki mercenaries 
were got, rid. of. (in 4.6^ B.c.)y and for £ft^ years it 
vraa a dembcratic comfiionwealth. In 451 Uhe de- 
feated. Ducetins took r^age in the hostile fOity, and 
the common Yoice of xkt {teople bade ''spare )the 
s.uppliant '\" The supronacy of the di^yngitadiiaUy 
extended oKrer ndad^ the wh)t>le riiland diifing' this 
fiAy yean; but the Athenian War mlide sad* inroads 
on it» prosperity, and die final success wafr- owing 
mf)m to good ibrtnnie than valour or, generalship. 
The failure of ihe Athei^anS was due tb the blunder* 
ing dikitoriness of Nioias^ the general in coqunand. 
By th^' spring of 414 &.c. therSyiracusans had built 
a wall from the: grciat harbour to Panagia; and so 
scr^en^d themselves J&obi'* attiick. on the .side M 
Epipolsbi but their abbseqnent operatiions were 
cleverly oounterworked by Nic&aa^ ahd if he hadtndt 
made thor mistake of >. being /too conifidcDt^of; sutxoas 
jU^d allowing Gylippns ito. land an Sicily! and 'enter 
through the Enryalns Pass^iwhich he had heg^bc^d 
to dosfv.^he end would probably hvrc hcen.vtty 
diflr<^en,t< Gylippns brought military skill .and the 
confidence of support fDomiOrcece. to the SyraoininSy 
andi a^r this the AtHeniaiis'Suffcned^.disisteiLi after 
disaster. -He.took; llhe ibrtified position .of FlenEt* 
mjrrium Irom tb^, andiNicias nepocted to^ Athens 
that h^. army was ratkier. besieged /than, besieging. 
In the spring 9£ 4I)3..:b.c< seventytthree wanhipo 
arrived from Athena ^ith burge reinforcenletnts under 
the command of DeitaosthejieSi. A m^it^attack wa« 
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decided on, whiich, it firtt succetoful, became a rout, 
and though Demo^theiies wished to abandon the 
expedition, NiciaA, could »ot bnng himself to face 
the- home authorities^ and so lingered. The fleet at 
last tnade a desperate efioft to break oiat ; of the 
harbour^ and was defeated and half deatroyed. The 
demoiralised army, thinned by. Ie?err began a hopdess 
retread and ^fter a ^w days of gveat suffering laid 
down its anns. The stronger ptisoners lived for 
seventy days in the latomie* . 

Dionysios I, pncsued Gelon^s policy of filling 
Syracuse with the population ;of conquered cities, 
sojh^t PlatQ.says he "gathered all Sifcily into it," 
and in it the greatness and glory of the Greek world 
in the west were concentrated^ This was the period 
at which it was larger than Athens and the greatest 
city in the, vforld. At the time of the Athenian 
siege it consisted of "the island" and the "outer citjr" 
of Thucydides^ gener^illy known' as Achradina, and 
bounded by the sea on the. north and east^ with the 
adjoining suburb of ApoUo Temenites farther inland 
at the^ foot of the southern slopes of fipipcdae: It 
now grew into a city of four quarters. Temenites 
was expanded into Neapolis $, a district stretching 
down' to the s^ to the north^wleat of Achradina was 
taken in and subsequently enlarged into a separate 
fortified town, called Tyche, aa Cicerd says firom a 
temple of Fortune somewhere within its limits (which 
is not meutiosidd by Thucydkhs)* It ^as «he .most 
pppolous quarter in Qicero'4 time, r The wall^ were 
constructed of huge, well^^ut blocks of vtone from 
the neighbouring quarriesJ ) Under Dionysios the 
fieet of Syracuse was tkb. most powerful! in the^Medi^ 
terranean, including . quadri and quinquieremes. 

•His, son Dionysios the yclunger was dethroned by 
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hit uncle Dion, who only tufcd fMr three years, 
being assaasinated in 354; His was a ihilitttry destx)" 
tism. Confbsion followed him, and then- Timbleon 
appeared, who re-established the Repulilic andihtro^ 
dnced flresh colonists from' Greece; 1 After his^eath 
in 336 tweftty years of rfcvolntion sftpjied the pro- 
sperity of the country. Agathoclcs niurj)cd the su- 
preme power in 397, killed the oligarchs anddid iihich 
for the/relief of th^ poorer citizens at the expense of 
the rich. In 279 Pyrrhus of Epirus, son^^in-Jaw of 
Agathodes, was invited by the m^derers of Hictetas, 
who had bc<n tyrant for nime years, but after con- 
quering nearly the whole island he returned t6 Italy 
in 276, and the general Hiero 11. befcame king, tnd 
during his long reign, whkh lasted' till' 216 B.C., 
Syracuse enjoyed proiperity and tranquillity. Hi 
carried but many public wolrks, temples and 'gym- 
nasia, and improved the defence of the le^r harbour. 
He was the ally of Rome, and Theocritus and Archi- 
m^elfadortied his cdurt with their prfesietice. ■ Under 
his auspices was constructed a maghificentiind famous 
vessel of whi<ih the description by Atheiia^us is eittant. 
His grandson Hkronymus allied himself to Carthage. 
He Wat murdered, but the Carthagiiiian Action got 
the upper haiid and held the ciity. The result was 
the siege by MarceHm, followiiig on the sack of 
Leontinoi, which had also joibed the Carthaginians. 
The defence was^muchf aided by the talent and 
inventioiti of Archimedes^ and the %ie^ lasted two 
years ; but in 212 b<c. MarcellUs hesard that a great 
festival to Artemis was being celebrated, and sent a 
fGorlom hope to scale the Willi of Tychi by the 
Tro^us harbour, -and bji^ thts night-attack Ibrced 
the Hexapyioa gate which had been erected by 
Dicmysios, establishing himself in Tydie, Neapblis 
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sHidiEpipolde. Achradina and the island still held 
QnU The besiegie4 ifopA t^e island helped to repel 
an. attack along ithe whole west front of Achradina, 
and a tr^iii^or took, adifatitage. of this to admit the 
cusw of a Roman vesaeljinto. the town. Archimedes 
perilhed during theisAck^ ollmly studying^ Livy says. 
The • booty, i^cliiujUng maxiy valuable works of art, 
lyas; conveyed to A^ne, md Syrftcuie sank to the 
positijpn of J a Roman provincial city. 
,, The RomajQ: remains being, in .the island and the 
adjoining part of Achfadina point to this, being the 
pcur^cOQEHipiod ,by the n«^ settlers. «eiit in 2 1; B.e: by 
AngustviS'torepab the damage inflicted by Sextus 
Pon^peiu^ aon of the: Triumvir^ during the civil war. 
T.b? «^ct!i<mfik and spoliations of Verres gave oc* 
casion for Cicero's splendid oration^ m which he 
d|)scribes the. condition of many jfiartftof Sicily, and 
anioog othf^ towAs mentions Syracuse and enumer- 
ates .^e • prfsdoiM objects of which it had been 
rabbet;' and this description, shows that great 
splendotnr) still ^remain^ to it since he calls it ''the 
largest of jGreek^i and the. most beauti^ of all 
citiiea". :. • .v.' ■ ^ ■ 

iSt< Paul spout three days here on his journey to 
^i^m^f and traditions says< that St. Peter' in 44 a.d. 
sent St». Mard)S|n finom Antioch . to preach Chriati- 
;M!iity Xo.the Syracusaus. Btlisarius took the. city in 
53$ A.O. and made it. the. capital of the i^and» and 
ppideH |Con$tans II., whp was killedi here in 668, 
it W4s>j^e scat, of government of jthe Byzantine 
Empire^ It was ukai by the Moors under Ibrahim- 
ibn-Ahmed in 878 a^0. after more than nine montiis 
of the greatest privations. All the^aoldiers (400d) 
w^re jcilled in^cold blood a weiek after the uking <^ 
the city, so that ithere might be ao mistake .mftdev 
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and the citizens we»e miide slates, fhe k>bt7 
amounted to otel?'/ 500,(600; the mhest pre^ which 
they got froitt anjr Ghristian city. For two tnontht 
they went on destroying fortifications and despoil^ 
ing temples and hbases, ^nd^ finally set fire to the 
plac^ and went away. It remained a kf^rinthcrf* 
mitis without a living ^ul to inhabit it and hats 
never been of mtich iniport»ice since/ thongh it 
had recovered sufficiently to 'be wK^h capturing^ by 
the Normans hi' 1085^ H^e De Rvytei^ died in 
1676 after the battle of Angilisfa. ' ; : 
^ The Greek theatfe Was trhe largest structure of it$ 
kind after thoise of Miletui and Megafopolb, and is 
nearly 165 yirds in diameter; • Forty^^ix tiers of leats 
may stiU be tracked, but there ivere probttbfy fourteen 
or fifteen ]|u>re/ The nfine' **cunei'* or sections 
were intersected' by a broatd and a narrow *<^waM 
cinctio" W^> gangway ft^llowing the s^me curve is 
the seats^^iaxid on the broad one are Grteek iniscrip- 
tions recording the tkaines of King Hiero, the 
Queens Fhilistis and ^Nereis^ and Zeus Olynfpius, 
after whom the different c)ompartm<inti were nam^d. 
The eleven lower rows were covered with marble, 
and above this upper' rock-cut ones may Seseen the 
holes ibr the ihiasts VMhith sustained the Velarium'. 
This theatre W|is dbifistnicted in the'5«h centu^B.c.y 
probably by iOdon, ^fter' the victory of Himera in 
480 AXiy to whom it is ascribisd, bm the first nkentibn 
of k occurs! iti >4o6 bjc,, and Here Dionysios I: 
(406^367 B.G.) came to see hi^' dramas ' p^oduced^ 
sitting in a place which 'is still pointed out as; his 
chair. This was the man who ia much eiitended 
the<^fprtificatibns of the four cities, ^ho was regarded 
as the most pDwerfhi prinde of his time next to the 
Kingof Penia, and who ^lied^atthe age of sixty- 
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diree hoai a solvit,' amudhy feaiting to ociebrate 
his victory at Aih^ns in a tragic conltest. He was 
an. i atheist axid despoiled:^ the teniples -of the gods* 
Coming awaf from the temple of Proserpime ' in 
Locris after a visit made for ; this purpose^ the 
weather . contintting .finrourable, he said^ ** Friends, 
do yon. not see what a good voyage the gods gtatit 
to the 8ai:rilegioiis> ? " At another time he took a 
golden mantle worth 15 talents' from a figure of 
Jupiter, and justified the act by saying. : ** That 
mantle is too heavy for summer and too flight for 
winter^ . so it is useless to the d^inity "v He cut 4>ff 
the: gc^dcn beard from the statue of ^Gsculapks in 
Epidaurus, and carried off from the temples of cities 
which his armies passed through (whether as friends 
Of enemies) the silver tablets upon which were 
engraved dedicatory inscriptions and laws of- the 
cities^ together with the sacred utbhsils, proclaiming 
them, uaieless things. He {dayed a, practical joke 
upon, the ^matrons and maids of Syracuse, inviting 
them to a feast.at the temple of Ceres in Neapolis, 
when ithey wore, their jewels atid best clothes, 
which he made them take • off to make money oC^ 
saying thatJ it was the will of jCereal. 

Above the theatre is the njonphasum, a grotto 
into which two water, conduits issue, and higher 
still is thb Street of Tombs, now without any 
decoradcm and with empty tomb chambers. From 
this place the eye ranges over the fertile {^in 
towakds Oriygia^ on one iide of which is - the 
smaller harbour, and on the other the greater, in 
which the great sea fight took place in 413 B.Ci 
between Athenian and Spartan under the eyes of 
the bitizens of Syracuse, whosei cries to 'the com- 
batants are said by Thucydides to ^have l^n like 
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the stn^hft and Aalibtrophe of the cheitie, and some 
of.whjom no dcmbt Tienred the fi^ht from this ver^ 
pllu:e. Between the two. htf boun knodern %iracu8e 
glittefs ]white against the blue Afiican vea. 

The Roman amphitheatre is a little to the east. 
It is not n^bitiondd. by CioeiOy and 'Tacitus is .the 
only il6m|in writet whoi refers to it^ so it is probablf 
of the tiine of Augustus ; no architoctural features 
of impofftance remain. Its lengtk is 77 yds. and its 
breadth 44 yds. The steps ^wcDei cdreied -with 
marblby and on the edge of the arena the iiamet of 
the owners of thevpkoes were.maricec^ and stiU 
remain h^ve Imd then;.^ It had a balnsdrade wall of 
maxble^ remains of whtch are placed' in the eentre 
of the arena, and under the podium^is a Vaulted 
corridot with eight gates probably for the entry of 
wild beasts or gladiators. The great altar lies just 
below. I^i^ Ih built one which was a stadium 
laa( (toa ydi.)i: :This on^'is 215 yds. lohgand a; 
yds. bfoad^>and is probaUy the samsy.and it was 
^poi^ it /that the annual !aacri£cet of 4$o oien which 
commemorated ' the expulsion of the > tyrant Thrasyw 
tmlus war oftved* It has a pnoj^tittg cornice and 
base and looks like Ji . long podium. Under the 
church of St.. Nico}6 dose by is a^cisteifn sustained 
by. fourteen thick piers. From the theatre it is a 
walk of &om r^ tp .z houirs acrcss the site of 
Neapolis (where the temple of Cerbs referred to 
abonre was situsited^ which was celebrated >for the 
pdFJurtea .committed before its akar) and Bpipolsfr to 
Foitt Suryakli^ where .lihe:; two wa}la of Dionysios 
met, which weid-buik by' him thirteen years after 
the Athenian War^ 

Here there are> five. (massive towers^ .flanked by- 
two deep fosses cut in the rock, and from these 

19a 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 




Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



SYRACUSE 

fosses A number of subterranean outlets, connected 
with each other and united by staircases, some of 
them magazines, some stables, etc^ . communicate 
with the great court behind the towirs, while 
another leads to a fort on the wall further, to the 
north. The rings cut in the stone for tethering 
horse» are still visible in many places^ and the Greek 
numbers by which one part was distinguished firom 
another. These subterranean chambers and passages 
received light either from great circular apertures in 
the roof or from openings cut in the rock almost 
on the level of the soil. The walls are formed of 
blocks about 4 ft. 6 in. long, 2 ft. high and 2 fl. 
4 in. thick, being themselves generally rather more 
than 10 ft thick, but increasing sometimes to nearly 
1 5 ft., and occasionally lessening to about 7 ft. The 
joints are carefully worked and a line is chiselled 
along them. On the north side, where the Cartha- 
ginians attacked, the work is rougher. Th^y are 
supposed to have been 20 ft. high, and are said to 
have been built in 2Q days by 6o,OQa workmen, 
using 600P oxen, to the length of 3^ miles. Ac- 
cording to Livy, Marcellus burst into tears when 
looking from the summit of Epipolae over the fine 
city which he waa going tpgive up to the horrors 
of war., High, .walls also divided Epipolx from the 
nc3Et city, TycWv I but a subterranean vvay along 
which four horsed could go abreast united the two. 
The aqueducts entered Epipolae> beneslth Euryalus, 
passed through almost parallel to the wall of 
Dionysiosy and after having furnished Tych^ and 
Achradina with water crossed the sea by the Porto 
Piccolo, terminating in Ortygia. There were a 
number of apertures, in them, like wells^ from which 
the citizens could draw water, and some of them 
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■ areicill in use.' Water is now doled out to the 
poor of Syracuse at the nite of one' barrel a day 
from ithe'city tistern, which costs i soldb. Very 
few of the houses have cisterns^.* • 
) The Sddai Greca is a staircase cot in the rock not 
far froihi the two little harbours where the Athenians 
landed the men who seized LabdaloU. It scistle* the 
setfface^of Epipoks, turns into a road cut ill the solid 
rock^ but becomes a stair again to the steeper places. 
The ilitieilt Catana gt^e was probaUy where three 
roads meet at the top of the slope and where there 
'are wn^ remains of inasomry. By it the site of the 
camp of 'Malrcellus may be apprda^hed, or by the 
potteni north Df Euryalus. It 4b an . isolated ^ rock 
. plateau; so difficult of access that it can be used as a 
ibid bf Watching the one poiht where< its sides are 
' n6t precipitous. A feW remains oiF Rdman 'buildings 
are-n^ar.-' .'.>.,'■ ■. • • ^ "-.• .'<•■ 

The cathedt^al is probably the ancienft temple of 

cMitterva, since that was used a» alatidmsurk hf the 

, Gredt sailors, .or at lea$t the'lofly towef behind it 

-upon which wa» the brilliant figure^ of the )g;oddels, 

and-'the cathedral is still used' for the saitie purpose 

by sjiHors^of the .present day.'"lf so it was built six 

centuries: befbre Christ tmder die govemmeut of the 

Oamoroi. Dr. Schubrihg, however, holds that it is 

the temi^e of Diana and that thai of MiAerva was 

at Jthe end of the point There was a temple to 

.Olympiian Junothere^ ouuide the ancient wafls, 

•<with( an akar from^ which ^ilors on leaiting the port 

^took a cup with some 4»fferinigs which they threw 

nhitb the se^ when they lost sight 6ftJhe shield placed 

on: the aorbterion of the temple of "Minerva, the 

'^highest point of Ortygia. The architect Agathodes 

was punished by Minerva for using the materials 
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selected foi* thts temple t6' buiM liis own hous^ by 
•beiflg ^tiruck by iightning. '; • 

The tWeity 'Dafifc cx^unihs still visiMfc ^n obe 
side drtke other sKowtki^t itwMln'atK^ntteHiple, 
and Its size, which' is' slbout 6i:yd8.ih length ^nd 
tt4 ydc in' widdi, 'about the "same ay that of the 
tfeiAple of Neptttne at ftestuWjShoWs that it was 
an imfXMtant bn'6i "It was ^ -df the* -kind tailed 
jpeript^o^-hexbrllos, based on a stylobalte of thi^e 
steps/and had thifty-^slx cokmns, which are atchaib in 
type Wi^ cij» Uke those of '5eHn«nt and^Jnpiter 
Pc^ias, Girgenti, I'S ft. highland 64 ft. thitk. It was 
converted into a church by Bi§h6p Zosimus in 640 
A.D.,'' and th^ font was then broiaght frOm St. 
Giovanni^ having b«loAgtd tb the tetnfle of Bacchus 
whicK h«d exited < on ' that sit^. It is of marble, 
carred ^ into ' the 'ihape ^ a *♦ krater " with two 
kiindles, and stands upon a ^pavement of small mosaic 
Ojf' the Co^mati type, with a' base* df bronze upon 
which are eight lioiis, each holding u)p hi9 paw in an 
aimless manner, «hice the shields which ho doubt 
were oncer there are gone. When the Stlracens t6ok 
' die^tty in S78 it Wfti converted into a mosque/ and 
Saracenic battlements sdll crown the Dorid entabla- 
tnr^on the north sidfei ' ' Near t6 the fbrit fe a finfcly 
calrved marble doorway apparently of'the;t3th Cen- 
tury; 'Lbter alterations hav« robbed thb interior and 
'tke>>fii^d6 of much of theif inier^s^ tlkbugb ^he 
agates ct tke chapels ate good 'pieces of ironwork and 
one has* <jkx>rs of bronze. >i Thti organ loftfr^alsb ikre 
^taHkef fitie letsaMiples of gilded Reniissance'tracei/y, 
^e high altar i» a block of the ^ntabltfttire.*' The 
d«icripdons|ftff)dn by Cicero of the^^^ndeur of tHis 
tetbple arcj daz^ing. • The waUs wei^ cotblred'Wlth 
preciioias pictures showing ^e ' portraits' bf tyrants' or 
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govcn^ct .of the , f:\ty ao^ celebratcMl m^ . horn in 
Sicily ; the equestrian battle between. Ag^lbodf^ «tid 
the Carthaginiaxu, and .Mentioar, the ^^acusan who 
took th^ thprn out. of the lion'ft foot. Th«ie were 
considered mastprpi(^eS| stpd artistfticanvs from dtJier 
c:;iti^ in Sicjly, from .Gr^ece^ , Campania • and Rome 
itself to study theoL The gatfcs wore also^ in- 

, ^tipiable yalue^ carved* and' with relipft ipf gold 4nd 

., ivory. The other ancient tem^ lie?; n«<tr t<> the 

, »m^i\ harboi^r^ and> thought to havQ; been <jkdi- 
cated to.piana> though an inscriptioiii found o& the 
site refers to A|)d}o. Therfsar&Qnly.a.&^fir^igiAeilu 
of columns ai)d a ttq> or two regiaiiiing. -, It had 
i^inete^ pokuvps on^^ a side |r .part of it. is xtill 
embedded in the ^djac^t houses. , Its: proportions 
show it to be . extremely jancienj^ ■ ai)id> r^aemblei Ttry 

. fJosedy those of -^ very eady tfffllple>at Cotitith which 
hf^ bqenrascrib^ to. the 8th century ;*c... in. the 
court pf the archbishop^a palace are foju^teon antique 

. (folumi^of cipollinoand grai^ite. a.: i. • 

Several subterranean bfitiU <wr . iiaMm exist in 
Syracuse tP w'hich one desoepda by forty (Or ^y 

;,^epSf ^ One. is beneath the church of St, Philip md 
. ^PlLh^r niear St^ Giovaoni B<^tista» The one already 

.Tiieiitioi^ed/heneajththe Nprman church of St«Nicol6 
is said tp b^. the only Gjreek one i« exi^teiic^ The 

..iQ^stle^ which, conuios one* of tbeov called Ithe B«th 

..of the Queen^.wal i!$c0|i8trucCed by the^S^ntiBe 
genial X^eofge M4ni4ces». and inope of < his work 
#|iU :reuiai>is>:;thoughi the dttcorative .^iallf«ure has 

./bee0 removed!*: ,The.;gate waa: jpiiit ^ itt iO|* to 
.^mmemome.. the defeat ,pf ithe iSanicem. TIhe 
:^racket4 $(re those on. which the 0nti<|^e bi^ns^ rams 
stood which bleated Ja a jiigh wind. - One of them 
is i^w<in,thct,miif«^m H Palermo, a anpetb.piieQQ of 
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m^tal yirdrk'. Thty were' at Syracuse till the revoltiu 
tioii of 1 8^48^ vfhen the bthcir wa« destroyed. Tliere 
are t emaras of thcf chttpch and of the refectory. The 
formerhas ii beautifal Afabo^Mormati doorway of 
black attd whit^ marble, and th6 latter a An6 chim- 
ney-piece and one column with a good capital. 

The celebrated foiihtam of Arethusa, planted with 
papyrus and tenanted by gold-fish, is enclosed in a 
semicirK^ular pit railed round, as J. A. Symonds said, 
" \ik<i a bear pit ". The fact that the water is now 
salt suggests that perhiips this was one of the ends of 
the acJUedUcts, damaged by an earthquake, though it is 
knbwri that at Cefalil and in other places fresh-ivater 
spHhgS' rise on the shore as near to the sea as this is. 
Signor Cavallari says that the cisterns which are not 
rain-water cisterns are at the same level as the 
priticipal oiitflow (about a yard above high-watier 
m^k) and havi^ the sisime brackish taste. It was 
walled off fh)tti the sea and (hll of fish in Cicero^s 
time, but when Bryddne visited Sicily was given over 
to washerwomen. Falcando says that it became 
bratkish after the earthquake of 1 1 70. The city 
walls beyond it are mediseval. The Passeggiata 
A#etusa' cl<^ by i^ a pleasant (iromenad^ pknted 
with palms and other trees and shrubs which are 
ex6tic t6 England ; it affords an excellent view over 
thelargW harbour and is a place in which bne may 
enjby die ^sea-breezes. ^ 

Betweefisthe station and the town are the remains 
ofakoman gymnasium called the Baj^o di Diana ; 
but the bath-like p^rt is really the' flooded floor of a 
ledCure^ theatre. It was etcavated in 1^64, and has 
beien ftill of clear water a fbot or two deep ever 
siriee. It wiais part of the pafestra, a large rectangu- 
lar building of white inarble originally. Thtxt still 
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retmin. J^SQ pqrt of tM cQveiie4 gril«!|y vfhkk ran 
round it and a l^itiof xh^}ihfv;y, wit|v/p»ft of tl^ 
arcfeiiraye* It ^hutted pn the waljf of DionysiiO^i ai^d 
is on tj>e gjte of the Tjmoleci^tieuiQ, fo^nde4 to^»ntaiii 
the tomb of TimoleDn. )Near th^; Campo Santo ar« ; 
some wclUpresetved fragmci^ts^xrf the ,waU of Dkwiy- . 
sios^a^ h^ the Agora ^^ (m piUars ai|4 b^es. , Xh^ 
smaU jharbonr is 9till son^fjtimes; callcdr the ^ m^arble " 
harlaour, a name wtich ; refers to th^ mar^li$j;l^eafc^ 
water built by Dioxiysios which legended i( sorftcif^ntly: 
to^ (;ontain the whple Syracu^an , fleet. ; : Here there 
ar^ ri^mainsof his arseaal, and some of t^9;^lip» iippn ■ 
which his t];iremeft were built (the popnUr ^ame for 
them is the house, of Agathpcl^)) but; aon^ pf tj^ , 
marble ,^>reakwate^,- ; . i ; ' ,.' ; - 

Oi|ie q£ the special peculiarities of Syracuse is jthe 
** Latomie " or Mquarfiiesy from> which [,^1^ different 
times the stone has been extracted for the building 
of th^.wajlsand edifices which,. have. vanj^h^d for thjB, 
most party now tuqied into.,^helteiied jgsur49i^,^ 
which trees and plants flourish with great, lu^aij^ia^ce. 
The word is usqd by Vacro in its^pr^s^ixt farm^' 
but Herpdotus a^^d Thu^ydides use ^Mi^hotomiaV, 
Varro< says^ ^'The ^isons; of Syjr^c^ae axe oalled . 
Latom^aK-. . .-., ., .,.-,r;.. , .... ,t 

It was in Q^e of these, thought to be th^ ;Lat;omig, 
del Cappucci^i (where f Iso TJi^ocritqs wandered "in ^ 
the days of Hiero), that the unhappy Athi^niati, 
prisoners lapgujshed for\niqiHhf^ till a pestilea^ 
breal^ingT o^t ^ari>ed jthe.%raqii^ns^ thq vf'mi^ojfi • 
of gp^tjpg: rJ4 of the isuryivpirf, , who . w^rf? sold ; aa 
slaves. ! Th£^\Latomia del Fai^disp i^hey s^y w^ <;ujt , 
by^Qytl^iaginian pi^^effl in ^ jtinj^ of Gelqn, the 
tyrant wh<X died ip 478 ,«x^, ^id thfi.ui^ivpr^al gri^. 
ofiSyrafWf land, therpraisqj^qfrritll :hiltoriaip,,Qf i^o, 
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time. In the " Ear of Dionysios," an opening off 
this latpmia, some excavations made some time since 
to ascertain the depth of the earth disclosed, 33 ft. 
below the surface, (he capital and lower parts of a 
column still upright. This gives one somie .idea of 
the ancient fertility of the country, though at the 
present time a great part of it appears to be t>arren 
rock. In. thi^ latomia^ there is a great cave which 
stret;ches fu into the rock fringed above lyith stal- , 
actites, which has been u^ed by rope-mabers from 
time immemorial. The latomia of St. Venera, had. 
a gfeat reputaj^ion. Here near the entente isaJitjtl^; 
shcU-shaped cave, fringed aboyp with maiden-fhair. 
fern and with clear water in itSr lower portion* This •. 
bears an inscrjptipn ; — . J ' 

Come Tantica tradizion ritnembra 
Qui Venere bagnd le belle membra* 1 
[As says tradition of old times, 
Here Venus bathed, her lovely limbs.] 

Here in spring the ground is pink with peach and . 
almond blossom and blue with blue-belU^ while the 
delicate fragrance of the freezia fillf the air. There 
are roses everywhere in th^ir Pie^^n^ geraniums t41 
as trees, aloe blpssom and arbutus, sniped ^gave and . 
loftily grofwing heliotrope 'against a background of,, 
mespilus and prickly pearr,gn4 ^ perfect c^^ract, of 
ivy. There is a latomia. in Qrtygia, und^ , the 
Ghetto, but it has not been visited fbr y^ars a^d 
is more like qntacombs. ... ,-. ! . 

The most important of the Christian monuments > 
is the.(;hurch of San Giovanni, founded in 11 82, .but 
afterwards frequently restored, within which ai?^:t^(W), 
large. fluted oolumns .^hich are .said to have belonged, 
to a^mple of Bacchus of which thei:e are othey 
remains, in an adjacei^t vineyard. Of the ofijginal 
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building the only remains are portions of the west 
side, including a fine rose window, and a screen wail 
in froilt of the entrance doorway, a portion of the 
ancient porth or narthex. It is thi-otigh this church, 
however, that one descfends to the catacombs and the 
crypt of St. Marcian^ which dates from the 4th 
century, and according to legend marks the place 
where St. Paul preached when he landed at Syracuse 
and tarried for three days. These catacombs date 
from the same period, and the large circular chambers 
which are a peculiarity of them point to their having 
been used as places of assembly from a very early 
period. They contain no remains of inscriptions or 
architectural decoration. The fine sarcophagus of 
Adelphia in the museum was found 'here however. 
The crypt is perhaps the most ancient Christian 
church in Sicily, dedicated to St. Marcian, who 
was sent by St. Peter to evang^is the Syracusans 
about 44 A.D., according to tradition. The plan is 
a Greek cross, four column^ ^ith caps bearing the 
symbols of the Evangelists supporting the roof of the 
central bay. From this round-arched Vaulted chapels 
open in each direction, through dne of which the 
stair from the church above descehds, and the angles 
are filled with other- chapels, in whidh, to the right, 
is the toriib of St. MardAny fenced ofE with a low 
wall covered With relatively modem paiftted tiles. 
In firont of it is the bishop's seat, the first Episcopal 
seat in Sicily, an Ionic capital turned upside down. 
In the ^p6site cohser is a c6lumti of Egyptian 
granite to which the saint was tied befisre sufilering 
martyrdom, and here is also a rock' altar at which 
they say St. Paul celtbrat^. The church also con- 
tains a f&w Very early Christian reli^ft and some' 
badly pres^ired equally early frescoes; The church 
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of Santa Luoia bnot fiir away » otiginallf ai^ted in 
the nth century on the spot wheie the tntdary 
saint of the town suflSured martyrdom, but so often 
restored that the west door is the only portion oif 
that period now remaining: It has columns made 
up of ^Teral diiisrent pieces and dikpidated lions 
crouching on the caps. 'The carving is in many 
places sharp and good^ of Byzantine type, showing 
considerable use (^ the <hriU. The baptistery, half 
sunk in the ground,' contains a t6mb in^ the style of 
Bernini, on the spot where she had been martyred, ' 
according to lood' tradition. The flobr is inlaid' 
with valuable marges round the tomb, a pale green 
brought Grom Constantinople, and oriental abbaster. 
A curtain niade of inlaid marbles shows misapplied 
dexterity.^ 

In the modem city are other remains of interest 
as well Mi those of anti^ity. The most celebrated 
mediaeval palaces are the Palazzo Montalto and the 
Palazzo I:Anza (at the comer of the Piazza Archimede), 
both of whith have beautiful windows with deHcate 
shafting and carving. Near the former is the Opera 
Pia Gargallo, in the Via Gargatlo, with a Gdthie 
arcade and staircase and a well in the courtyard. 
The Palazzo BeUomo, now a convent, has a fine 
for^es»-Hke fai^de with Stdlian Gothic windows in 
the upper storey, aiki the Palazs^o Mili^cdo ha» a 
1 5th-century tertace decorated with a zigzag olma- 
ment in black lava. In a modem-looking house in ' 
the PiaKza Archimede, with a clock over it^ is a 14th- 
century staircase with a lioti' on a newel pillar, and 
a single-^fted window looking on to it, and other 

1 Mr. Dfwiglas Sladen's /» Sicify contains, most valuable 
notes on the mediaeval buildings and flowers of Syracuse, of . 
whicb I have availed myself. 
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Gothic ;wiodow9 ^af9 to bo'SCQU! in' the: Via ! Dione. 
A '{cw> chortihcji have Gothtb west doors and* rose 
windowsy St^ Martino^ Su Oiaviitniii ^tnd. Sta. Maria, 
dti Miracc^i ne^ tbe^Pocta a^raare. The finest 
Spaniib hsAcdatfis are:in thf Via Roma.. . The cox^ . 
vent of Sta. Lnqia i$ aptcturepcpie eiami^e-of Sicil-. 
ian, Renaissance. The cdtirtyarji of therRe^urant 
^^LeOned'Qrp" has a finj^iRen^iatanc^.accading, and 
in this , part. of. 'Syracuse ate Jtaan^.ptctufesqiie ai^chi* 
tectural <:onlem4 f There;is.a'prett}^lititle loggia ihalfr: 
way up a "house in, Ihe Piaxza del I'recmnorey and 
this> Pala2(20(.D4uiieli, in the Via < Maestrasza, haa a 
th|Qee«bay0d I ythrcentuiy ascade on: tihe fi#st floor in 
the courtyard and a £neSpahish bdbony with elaborate 
ironwork riiinnia^ the whole brtodth ofjthe hoase. 

The museum, which is nearly opposite.tothe 
west firont.of die calhediialy ^contains Clunstiati in- 
scfiptioti^ mediaeviil andn^Jlilenaissance toolptureSy 
fi-agknents of mosaics^ cinerary lums^ Roman portrait 
statues^ Gre6k relied isUid statuettes, terra-tcottas, 
vases, W4apon% rUteyisils andMlamt>s from'the tomba, 
etc» et«. ThQ mo0t iioti€eal>le objects arc ;. the- 
sarcophagus 0fi A4etphia, found in' the cj^tidcomba of 
St., Giovanni, a: work. of. the 5th century a.d; ; the 
LaiMJkoUna Venus Anadyomen^ a beauftiful headlesi 
figure /(, 4 fine h6ad> of Zbul, fbnnd neas.the altar of 
HiiecQit prehiatoric tonlbst with their, contents^.f^m 
Megar? Hyhlaea and the:necropc4is "Del Fuseo'' ; 
many ^chitectural' fragm^ts and a case i>( <beatttif«l 
femaljei heads resennbling Tan^^ fignres^ And a col- 
lection, iof Greek coin^ piincipaUy Syracuaan. The 
lihr^ry is in tl^ SAnm pias24»4:ontaining atocienltMSS.^ 
medals, and valuable editions of books. 

The Anapus on' 'the othier side of the hiu'bour is 
the only place in Europe where papyrus grows wil4,. 
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though, Ji(MrQ,i|..wa»pJs>«it«d by rthcf QatliceiM. it i» ai' 
sluggish s^^tivfcep|t4)inq9t UitfaiOinal^ Mritha w^er^ 
way lo ft. wide, the 3iwi|ierr,b^iQg cteat* attd about lo ^ 
ft.'ckept Thie.paiiynis at %sl^ow8 bnl)f on.dile 
side of ^ei!Stmai%v)lhe other hHying brambles and I 
creei3teiriS'!^n- its bmib. iThew it is fotind OA.both . 
sides^at$«Ut pve^avching ^ itairow streaiai, mtxbd 
wi|h,^lli;w)^s u it. high, yjAhvn iris atidcbioniofi ' 
rushetv Theost^ntf fmf beifrom 19 to aoift^ long. 
wi|h. onerior m^ tult^ lof ,loav<}s at thf tofs aid - 
natuwUy WftFt over*, TkA old . leaVei-aud spiear^. . 
shap^; buklf. ftreria ^^p Dad^ thp pW sUlks* jpdlour,.! 
and the young stalks and leaves a p^le.gveevt This.) 
papyrniai^fHie is iiboilt> mile, long, and enda in the 
blue spring dof the. jfountaJA 0f Cyape> whidi is ,50V 
ft. daep. The liig^nd ii'tW the]n)(mph Gyane wasr 
changed mip liht» lpriQg;for^iOfqpoiiQg< P>»l$x\vhen>I 
he yva^j^frymg^ Proserpina. »pff. The, SyracuMnt H 
used : to > celebfiateniM) aiM^ual Ibtiv4l here ini honour : 
of.the ^d<jss..< ;• ,1 . . ■ !•:•,< 

Oil an lel^vatedr piepe of ground Jiear^ washed. by 
th^ brook, st^l^. therXftmaina. of the temj^iof 
Jupiter '. Olypupius,^ t tw0 , ^Ifiians in a deepis^ hole^ '^ ! 
Here thq register of /^iti^enl ^f ;Syvfaeuse;tvas kc^ ^ : 
and near ito th^ temple . ifvere tjip fiotiab^ of. Geloh . . 
and his wifef iPaimarara. ; The t^ij^ existed at then: 
begitaningjpf the r5th century B.c.y for. H^pocrate% <^ 
the tyv^nt of Gek, ,ii7^tMe4 by CtiodoruA to 'haw/ i 
I^aiced his ^^amif i^lose to cKjs .tdmide when besieging . 
Syracuse. ., H^, sfiya thathe feu«i vt. ado««di)Vftfith. 
offeriugs aud vj^ry '|ioh %\ks^ and? there w«(a in it^ -. 
a Mtp^^oi ju^t^^Umg^ ojieiof the llhree.most . 
beawtiftil »94 famous. sta^ui^sia, the WorU in Ciccrors -0 

opiuiom .the siaMie from which nPioiLysiQ^. t^k • tbs . 

golden rfl^fi^le*. ln,ti^ i6f<i ^teniiufy .'Ai.r^Mwaa; 

ao5 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



sicmvy o 

difcove#ed which I^ to'^t acfbM^the manht^, Which 
was ikstroj^d by Clfe?k«' V.,'^HQAs^th!^ large? 
stones ta biUld liis' ibirtificatidtt*; "iJ . - r : • 

Although the ^Sd-callcd'- tdmbs wf ArchfAiedes ahd ^ 
Thnoleon have tto drfm to authe»tJcky it'iAay be ■•• 
better not w leave thei» titit. They -lire ''ftxrk-cat^ 
tombs with frety pool* ^tfopbrtiotiinf- the irchife<fturat 
fa9»des,"shoWitig^ a period of' decadence, atid W k' * 
good deiatl damagedi^ ■ Ifhey \W^ Httle off the nlaiYi- - 
roU fr43ni Syracuse tiy GatainiaF Ia a part Whtfe the * 
rock h^s been hdllowed lttt<i many tombl, Either 
chambers or 'niches, not wtrf ftr ^ the ^orth of t4i6 
LacotAia del Psiradiso^- - . . ' , 

The countryio the sodth (rf*^8yWcn8e,'the;Vttl dl* 
Ncsco of Saratetftime^, is fcest tislted frdWi th&tcity,' 
and it is possible 't0'^prolofcl|* the- exca^dn as 6^ 4s 
Terwi No»w,"the andent Gekf, without ittbekR^le ' 
difcomfort^ though the trains ftre not vftty i5()nvenkrtit. ' 
NotO' itwfelf is 5 miles from the- ^rtit^J town ofUhe ' 
same name (the ancient Nectum), which^ was die- 
strpyed by-'atf e*rAf<yealce ih'r6^y,'and theirefbre 
cohtaias: little of interest, extfept to those t6 tdlom 
the prosperity^ of modern Sicily ^ ise of . Importance. 
It wps the last '^ttrooghold^of the Saraceii^ln Bidly, 
and was^only giveh up to Couiit Rogcif in''io89'by - 
the^^ Widclw' of an Emir' ^ha' had' been^ Wllerf ^t • 
SyiMtctrse. . iPtwir" miles' to the '8d\ith;^''betw^tt thte 
riven Falcoiiaffi aid Telia#6 (the *ncfe^t Asiiiaruii 
and Helonis),JStand8 " La 'Pii2tita,"5a ftigment of* 
Greek cblirmn 33 ft. hifeh,^on tf hU^ covered With ' 
dwarf palms near tO' thr^he <^ theiaftciefnt Greek 
colony of Hdon!i». ' It Is beliieved to %e the Trains 
of -a monument which the Syi^atusans* erected in the ' 
bed of theiAsinams^Jn 413 n.tf.'tO'Commemorarethe 
sanguinary defeaip of the Athenians 'iinderNkfew, •' '• ' 
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At Sp4^cafor*a'^ne. isi ckM^jto. the jead of 

tjie.curiou* y«ljd'Iipi<ffii wWchijs, .hoiwver^ nKtfc 

, twujiUy vieitled (t^m, fttooUoa^ J miles away. The 

cliffs are fv^l of xOolfH^it. toja^bt and grottoes^ floMy 

of wbidl^hearGccftk inscriptMHia^gepcrajyiy illegible. 

Tkey bave been gtuibuted to tMe Sicaiiiaiif* Some 

of them were certainlyi nscfd a% dwelltng^ at ^ later 

. period, and eithei •oonHit of Mvenil storeys, cootteoted 

.in j(he)ia|erior, hy circular iqp^tittre^; or of. single 

q}ui9ber8^ thfr,;«entiiances. to \which are almoat in- 

: variably ,.the. helgiht of a jnan above tho groooid. 

. Thore lura.iciMriovs ri»ga hewii in the stone heae and 

therc^^indtiJie.inKfiptionft prove that they wcare ^osed 

^^ Chrisitiaii btirid^plaees in the 4fh century A.p. 

Similar ex(»vations exist Jn. the west .of the »kmd 

/' at; C4uh^tb^ j^ttliftaa and;Rafl»idale, iii the jonth- 

1 ea#t around Monte Iiaii^^.to this north lof Syracuse 

^;far as the ppitit beyAt¥l.;Cape Sanu Crctc^ and at 

.,M4etto|mdftr«mt^:to the.iweitofEt<tt. ... 

; , Modica itself; Js't^iolaiK^uely sitiu^d on the 

Magro,' with a rocknb^ilt fortress tolvering. above- it. 

. Jl hai a catbedrxd; aFfanctscan xonvclnt»aad/ftwo 

,,paUces!called <*Civicft" and ^'Degli Stn^j " as wdl. 

. /Rag«sa^ some .;l % n^ile^ torther x>% is probaUy the 

ancient Hybk Hera^m 4U remaina of which wore 

, des^^ed by the .$ai]aGeQa:;in:;848» Coont Roger 

built a castle here^ and made hil second son Godfrey 

lord of it ; j^/thei title, of Q>ttnt and.JDuke x>f 

lUgusa ;h;ii];iilwAysi^{)elonged:.to the, royal families. 

The' ^y iis,in.t9ii(o parls^ superiore and infoiore, 

' , which, W^gQ constawt « feuds with each . other. The 

stations mi^.mHes ;ifarU^«ad ^ Jineljritea rapidly, 

with, many ;iteepi gradients I between them^ The 

; loweri part is* the mofe modem and cortifortaUe, the 

uppec ,tjk^ more , ancient, i^nd has several mediaeval 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



J SICIL¥ 

churdiet/: Iii> frettt of Sta* Mitia >ddk^Scale is a 
ji^int'oaiside.puipitlw k^ ibfe'CappttGcitti- is the 

'idpulctffeof Bema»dQ'C!ibii8^a,iGfand |li8dciak«tttider 

iMarttii Ij'of Aragod^ who^dted'tft tJ^i^i 

" ' ikt tCc^itto^^he - aadisiit Caim^n^;^ ia > tll€ • JfatiKms 
•fountaiiii of iHaii*^' ivihkh reAit^'to' mingle ^th 
vwine^ or became turbi^^Wti dira^m fc^ women* of 
' iffipMe dharaeter.' It is sttnoaftded bf a railteg 

nowiti'thepitUk'^ifaza. Vittom,^tk<i;tieict sUtiim, 

'4 imk» -awaf, Woi foiMided'iliiithe'iLljdi dihtiuy 
LfcTitAlfoMd Eni^^ Ccmrit>of Modi(»i^}and iiiEfcn^ 

after <hi» itootKir^' the^^^mwii ^ Vittoria ^ Cototika. 

The silt ^Mth»4hoieiit:Qre6lE tobnf '4f^ Oamariha, 
' perhi^ ^meafihig -^'^ the !5tott6 ' ^wti<^': (ttoiftgh Cama- 
• ffina wib t^ 4»ndes^ - name ' for males' or itognant 

^xwk Wkh cxhakniahiof Mlphttrett^ h|fdrogeh), is 

somey, 9 4ail<ef ' front' this, toviiJl itf th£ ^iDecd(^M>f 
t'Scoglittv, a fOft at whi^hi the cdaltitigisteiitaiers -&bm 

Syracuse caM. < It k'>msoi^'Jl^lhe- ehttjpetdP ^. 
^ Maria diX^amarati!ay)Eieai[('tvhich>are riiany old* walls, 
^fragmi^uiB of ^innldkig^^ind ycick-hei^n^'tombs. /the 

crirciik of dM^w^lls was>5 mildl in ix^ht^ and i^ had 
Itt.v4oiig imtbrycB fcd^nest'^nd^ 'fe^t fW^^ iu 
^ibunid^off^firom'Syramsd in*'^^^' b.c."to 83^ J Aii., 
^wheii it ifas «ntireif ^destidyedbf AbtbMin^Fadl. 

' Twtenty^^mil^a iiitther JOn •^e^'rtatflt l^aitoVa, 
/also a ^rt^here thiBicMttngf'Mdcmi^rs^ calV a to#n 
1 fonnddd inthe! i^th eentui^ by Fridttritik Ifi< oti the 

site of Qela, one of -the mdst :i«tfpii>ita^t Sicilian 
. 'Colonies. ! It was^imded in 6^ hit., ^t the mbdth 
»i6t the river i*of thb ^tanlie tlam<^' by Amijphemut of 
. Rhodes «ml^£titinitis'^Crtt|». kD«ie<1i«[hdred years 
1 Jater it(wai stro»g:«noi%h 'to 0»ufid Akragai^' aiJdord- 

ingsd theGveciatTfeoords. Bibtwieen 498^491' ft:c. it 
! loseito th#%ecuthof itS'prQSperityundef(Hi)[)poasatis. 

'3to6 
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Gielon (whb vTas hit MUGoessolry tfiatitfell«d the seUt of 
govehiment to Sfraoiise^ oanying with him Okie half 
of^the inhabitanu. In ^o$uje: it Waft uken and 
destroyed by the Caithaginians under Hamilear^ btit 
Timdeon re-^erected and ite-peopled it» Agathocles 
slew 5000 of its inhabitants, 'and' the Mamertiiies 
finally destroyed it in • 282' b.^. The only relic of 
its former greatness nowremarniiflg- is the '|irostittte 
•column of a: Doric temple ontskkthe Porta Vittoria, 
to the east, popularly supposed to be th^ site 6f the 
temi^ of Apollo, from which a celebrated statue of 
the god was s^ by Hamilcar to Tyre, 'who'e'it 
was ^nd by Aleattinder the Great. Here jEschyltis 
died^jin 456 b.c. The i ancient mecro^is was • situ- 
ated on the left of the road to Licata, on the heights. 
It .vraS' the . bivthplate lof ' Oekm ' afid Hiero of Syra- 
>cnse, o£ the coibic poet ApoUodorus and the philo- 
sopher. Timogenes.^ i .^ I ' r 

Ps^taixAo Acceide lies 27 miles by toad Weiit of 
Syracuse, and 19 n^Ie» north of ^Mbdi^' It oc- 
cupies a very lofty positioiii just beneath 'Acr^- 
monte, the site of the ancient Acrae, which was 
a colony founded by Syracuse in 664 b.c. seventy 
years after its own foundation, and which re- 
mained attached to it until its conquest by Marcellus. 
The town appears to have escaped destruction till 
the epoch of the Saracen wars. Its situation u 
beautiful, and the antiquities which still remain are 
many and important. Many tombs of all ages 
have been found here, some being Greek and bear- 
ing reliefs and some of the early Christian period. 
An extensive burial-ground, the Acrocoro della 
Torre, has yielded hundreds^of sarcophagi. 

Ascending firom the north-east some of the Greek 
sepulchres are seen ; a little to the south is the 

207 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



SICILY 

L«(oini«9 sorrounded 1>7 tombt^ and further off it 
a temple anci the remaint of an aqueduct. West of 
: the town is the theatre, a late Greek erection, with 
twelve rowt of teati^ and adjacent it a building 
fariously detcribed at the Odeon and a bathing 
Cttablithment, where there are thirteen ancient 
cisttrnt. On the Monte . Pineta are many rock- 
jcut grgvct from ^ which Baron Judica took vaaet and 
preciottt ornament to £mn his celebrated collection 
(now in the muieumt of Palermo and Syracute). 
Thp.few vatet preserved by the .&mily are only 
) interetting to the scientific larchaookigitt. Oppotite 
to. the Torre della Pineu is the Contrada dei Sand- 
celli, TDck-cut niches called by the common people 
^I Santoni/' arranged in two ders, the upper range 
being occupied by figures in relief sometimes sevend 
together, but geneially by. a single female figure 
seated. They were unfortunately damaged -in the 
, middle of the 19th century, but the seat^ vfigure is 
believed to be Cybele,aad Hermes may sometimes 
be distinguished* standing by her. 
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POPULAR FESTIVAIiS AND FESTIVALS 
' OF. PATRON SAINTS 

In Sicily tfaeiys ttsll' linger in many pkces) reih^ 
inisocntes of thfe customs of bygone times, usages 
which have long faded £rom the memories of more 
i itf tc u c tod peofdes, amotfg whom the hafott of read- 
ing and ibrgeddng what is rdad immediately has^ 
wakened the memory, and the fear of seemitag 
fldngnlar has gone hr to rdduce the av^age man to 
a featureless uniformity which thinb itself far 
superior to the superstition of prerlons agesv Thus 
nufoy load ^sttvab hahre diftappeated and many^ 
curious ulagdB which lised td distinguish one period 
of the year from another ^ In such a* cbuntry as 
Sicily/however^tthe popular *^ feste *? still linj^er, and 
dren in Messina, Catania and Palermo are attended 
with not less enthusiasm than: in those fiartii of the 
island where foreigners are seldom seen. The 
^feste" generally begin in the spring and inish 
with the end of the summer : the proper days for 
Sta. Lucia of Syracuse and St. Agatha of Catania are 
in the winter, \)Vkt the festival is repeated in th^ 
warm weather. St. Joseph commences the season' 
on 20Ch March. - His festival represents the triumph 
of*^harity, the spirit of benevolence^ as the spring 
opens.* Two days 4)cfore fires are lighted '^td tvarm 
St. Giuseppe," as they say, fires Which are 'certainly^ 
pagan in origin. But except fbr thii^ the feast of the 
laveiittbnof t^ Cross* w^ the best commencement, 

o 209 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



SICILY 

coming in May. At these times men and women 
had new clothes, the streets werei well cleaned, and 
the ground floors, which according to the phrase 
^'Fari In Sabbatu" ought to be washed each 
Saturday, were cleaned and whitewashed, also the 
kitchen .wdl cleatied.in 'honour of the patfoft saii^t. 

Piazza Armerina has nt>tking \^hidh is held more 
sacred than the standard of Count Roger with the 
subject of the Assumption of the Virgin, which 
Nicholas II. gave him in 1059 at A^ila, when he 
invested him with, the kingdom of Sicily against 
the Saracens, according to the traditkm. Its great 
festival is consecrated. to this standard, and begins, 
with an histmcal prdcession on iiors^abk^ com- 
posed of all the miaters^ the oldest of wkomcarcies 
a copy of the; standard and represents the count. 
Processions of richly dressed figures, some historical, 
some sylnbolical, also take place dcoasionally ^t other 
places,; such as Ragusa, Tcapani^ Monte St, GiuHano, 
Mazzara, Calatafimi and Terranova. . 

The k$Aiil of Sta. Rosalia dates from the tim6 of 
tkcf black plague of 1625. The relics were ^nnd 
by the Aiicbbishop of Palermo, Cardinal Doria, with 
the Senate and ann^ccted body of citizens, ind taken 
in. solemn procession to thercity ori 5th June. Ar 
they passed the plague lesseited^ and in gratitude 
Palermo prepared a festival in honour of the day of 
deliverariceandaa>fl triumph of the protectress saint 
By a decree of the Duke of Albttquerque in 1667 
no penal (n-ocess could be undertake agaiinst a 
debtor^ not Palermitan during the "feta". The 
triumphal ciur was an enormous cbnstitiQtion of great 
beams which ,^as; dragged up . the CiusLXO <m the 
afternoon of ijth July; from the;Cala to die Piazza 
Vittoria^ adorned; with garlimds, scroHs^.aj'ftbeMiiiea^ 
aio 
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sHver >nd gold and ookkm^ and with subjects &om 
the life of the saint. Fifty great oxen' with gilded 
horns drew it, with driTcn clothed first in the 
Spanish ^ fashion and > afterwards in white. The 
friction of the wheels was so great that a do2en mett 
were detaikd to poor water on them lest they 
shonld catch fire. As it went up the Gassaro, the 
fignre of Sca. Rosalia at the top, crowned with ro^ 
and robed in white/ rose high above the highest 
buildings. There was no terrace, balcony or 
winebw which was; noft crowded with pebple, who 
hung on the comioee and loggie also. The grated 
breathing places • belonging to the sdven convents 
which possessed' them were ftlll of modest lint 
coridus faces; The street bdow was crowded to 
suffocation, especially at the moment of the passing 
of the car. Sometimes it caught on a balcony and 
pulled it dowq, and^€h[en what cries tod flight oif 
ftightehed people there were ! The next day and 
the day after it was iltuminated and' all Sicily came 
to see it, near the Porta Nuova: On the second, 
third and foiuthdays the races of barbs tbok {^l^e 
down the Cassuo. Till 'some, sixty years ago they 
weie ridden by foundlings, but afterwai-ds thiey Were 
Without riders, though decked with streamers atid 
^nnons to make them run fester. The stible-bd^ 
whose horse won carried the prize (a gilded eagle of 
v^ood with great iilver pieces fastened on it) In 
trinmph, singing ^'stornelli". There, was ^Isb a 
great {H'oce^smn on horseback of the nobility, justices, 
senate, archbishop, prsetor; viceroy, etc.$ once by 
night and once by dky. In 1995 the festa was re- 
established, but the route was changed, arid there 
were several, othef cairb and statues of sainti carried 
initheproceision. It has since thattimd fallen in 
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estimation;. and become wi^gar. Soleiha vctper» in 
the cathedral r are now celebrated on the second day 
of the least. The illQminatiov «f .the building on 
this occasipn has excited, the efathusiastic admiration 
of fbreiglien; Fireworks and thms^Jarencies . are 
shown in the Foro. Italico ; they used tb be exhibited 
in, the Piaajui Vittoria. They /end with a building 
of fire^of all c^ui;;i in the midst of which' ir the 
motto ^* Viya SjUu Rosalit ". At midnight the carriage 
** CorsQ 1^ galf " takes jplace in the: Cassaro. The 
last daj is the day bf the religious ivnetioni loathe 
procession of the relics the confiratemiities take part— ^ 
the, dupter, /the archbishop's officers,, the commnnal 
aifji^horities^and at one time aU the religions corpora* 
t^i|S did .so V The reliqoary is df silver, and -was 
made in i^ji under Philip IV. and Cardinal Doria. 
It ^ost X ro6,Q95, and wei^s 41 i kilos^ Sta. Rosalia 
is at the tpp and am0rini fiose.on prominent parts 
or act as ^pports^; ixi the/ centre is a relief showing 
her offeiFing a valmable crowil to the Virgin :as she 
abandpns the palace, and an« angel' guides hev to 
Monte;. Pelle^itio. It go^ roilnd^^e city twice 
conducted \>y- the quarters »(of Capo a^ St; Pistrb 
one y^ar and. Albergaris $md Kalsa . thie nexti i It is 
carried by the qi^soua, ThestreetB are illuminated 
9nd decorated , profttsely. Flowets aoid aongs pointed 
on small pieces of papepr of various colours rain down 
on the shriiie which disappears beneath aiconstiaody 
growfing h^ap,,bdtiveen threeisqnare firames ofljghted 
tapers.i OcCaisipni^l pauses are .made under capoptet 
stretched across the sU'eetor.ataTiialtar erected here 
ai^d theise. ' The eiccitement. or the crowd is intense 
and; th^y often bnrst into tears« ! ) • 
: The pilgiriniage jto the igrotto tato)pd«ce/Qn ^sd 
September^ , ; It is* |i truly poplulelr festival. TJie.taras 
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hbid sotnetime^ as many as Hfleen people^ and it is 
compiited that the attendance sometimes reaches 
20,o6ol Thcf'lfghts' borne by the pilgrims (fe^ne 
the rbirti up thj^ mountain as a luminous spiral^ as seen 
fhim the plain. On this pebbly plain at the foot of 
the tnou^taitt many people sleep in readiness for the 
tsirly hsfce^t ^x; morning, the cart at one side ^ncj 
the horse'or-mule at the other. Balconies are illu- 
nkinated, 'images 6f saints at the corners of, the. streets 
are o^naitoented with gilt p^pcr, and draperies ai^d 
bouquets are fattened to ii-bt $pikes with candles and 
Unips alight. ' / 

Tite great festival ^af Messina is Jn the month of 
August. ^^ On 'the first day the giants stifl appear, 
two gigantic e<juestrian figures, one a wa^riot and 
the btlwr an " Amazon ^ i:T ^^'^^r, called by. the 
nam^'of Cam, Saturn, Zancfe, of Grifohe at different 
titnes, has a Moorish head With black curly beard, 
ear-Hngs and'diadeta.' The head is said to be the 
work of Calamech. The brea^ ' is cpyered with 
alinour and with a white and red tunic, ana on 
the shoulders h a starred fed mantle. ' He bestrides 
a wllite hdrte, dti his left arm is a shield with the 
hi8tofica!'three towers of Messina, 4n4 in his right 
he bears a mace; The'feniale figufe, khea, Cvbele, or 
Mata, h'as a full-modh face larger than the man's* is 
clothed like/a' warrfor and seated on' a large horse. 
Her hair is ticSJ back iVith i crown of leaves and 
fl6Wefs With a ^tar in fbont and the three td'wfer? ; she 
weiirs a collar and' a lafge blud mantle covered with 
stte, #hich lies on thfe bifck of the horse./ A niace 
offtoWtH% in hJbr* right hand and a lahce in the lefu 
"^he hbrie is barded land 'covered with iich trappings 
of ti^dwitih ifabeisqti'es; fldwers and ribbons'. A figure 
of a ekihe) fbfms' jpart of the procession^ which goes 
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round the city on 1 3th Anguit ; it i& laid to be t)io 
remains of the 6ne on which Count Roger entered 
the city when the conquest of Sicily, cpmmcuced, 
but the pld skin has disappeared. On the thjlrd day 
of the feast, 1 5th Augvut, the " Bara " is drawn by 
a hundred or more men and womei^ who have vowed 
to do, it from the Marina by way of the Via Prime 
Settembre to the gate of the cathedraL , It hat no 
wheels, but the ground in front of it is well wetted. 
At the top Christ stands holding the soul of the Virgin 
in His extended hand ; clouds form platforms upon 
which are cherubs, and below are the sun and moon 
with figures of angels round then^ which rotate as the 
car moves on. Below is the,dcat;h of the Virgin with 
the Apostles round the bier. The design is of the 
17th century, but all these figures were once per- 
sonated by living beings. The whole erection is 50 
feet high. There was once a ^ajley whicli^ was drawn 
in the procession typifying some rdief of Messina by 
ships, but it has disappeared. 

The third ^eat festival is l;hat of St. Agatha of 
Catania^ which takes place .01:^ jf d February- From 
early in the morning " candelore " ar? carried about 
the principal streets, colossal wax candles scnreral yards 
bigh, grouped together and enclosed in a tort of 
wooden monumental tower of several storeys <:arved 
with subjects from tl^e marfyrd9p^ and taints. and 
angels, gilded all over and ornamented^with £eiM;ooBS, 
pennons, and little torches ai)d tapers. They arc 
carried by men at the trot, who stop vvherc they, will 
be refreshed, and there is much drinking.. Tb^y go 
round to the houses of those who have contributed 
to their making, and are received .with talxpt of 
'* mortare'tti ** and fireworks, danci;ogi tq. the mufic 
which accQmpanies them. The procession goet up 
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the Via Etnea to the Giardini Bellini. " Partiti ** 
or " Cttnturi ** are groups of a hundred y6ung men 
who learn hymtis, to be sting on the Piazza del 
Daomo in competition. They then go to the prefect, 
the archbishop and the syndic, arid sing them again. 
On the fourth day of the festival, afler episcopal mass, 
the clergy of the seminary move the reliquary ^snd 
the half bust contaiiling the legs and head of the 
•aint, a fine piece bf I4th-cintury silveftttoith's Work, 
on to the great shrine. Among the valuable jewels 
are the crown given by Richard Ceeur-de-LiOn, the 
ring of Gregorys the (jreat, the pectoral cross of Leo 
XIII., given when h^ was Arehbishop 6f I'eru^ia, and 
a ring with a' superb pearl giVcn by the dowager 
Queen of Italy. The precious stones are worth Several 
millions of lire, and the weight of the ihriiie is 80 
kilos. As the relics are lifted, a great cry arises: 
**Citatini, rii^a Sant' Aita". The costttmcf of the 
bearers^ is a white overcoat called " Sacco," girded 
wJth a cord, a Wack velvet cap and white gloves, and 
the characteristic white handkerchief. Many of the 
^Mfcvoti*' have bai^ feet. Thie car hks no wheels^ 
but half-moons of iroii. It gob about the city for 
three days and receives oflferings of candles at many 
halting*places^ returning to the cathedral about 
midnight. Those vrho walk with bare feet and ^legs 
are called " nudi " ;^ the custdm is in memory <6f thi 
reception of the relics from Gastel di Jaci in i it6, 
when the greater' part of the mde citizens went to 
receive the body of the saintj girded only with a 
towel, following the example 6f the 'Bi^'hop Maurice. 
Ow this occarion' the wonien of Gatania dress ele- 
gantly, hide their faces and half their -Jpersons with 
a black silk mantle, only allowing the tight eye to be 
s€(ttn^ and thus go about in twos an<l ^threes, or 011 
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th^ arn^of a relation or friend* Thpy. t^en accost 
soxne firiend oracqiiaintance, and taking his arm go 
to a confectip^er's shop, or son^etimes to a jeweller's 
for spme :f n^all ^if\; and wives, sjsjters or rdaughters 
sometimes make use of this lil>erty to obtain jsomc 
coveted object ; wjiich they would otherwise hgvc 
sm^l^f;haQC9^ of getting. There used to be a pro^ 
cession at Palermo on St. Agatha'^ Qay, in whicb 
soncalled "nudi" took part; .bpt at Melille more 
than a bu^drjcd nearly naked men u^d to run thus 
Wiith one a^m raised a]t\d, ^e . other behind, the ; back 
in invitation of the figure of St. Seibastian.and- in his 
honour. Theyra^ iq or i a kilometres, ^topping oc- 
casionally to drink wi^e, |urovided by. piovis people .for 
their refreshment. An inunenset crowd waited for 
them along the streets which led jto the church. The 
statue o^ the. saint was taken out;pf the chapel and 
plao^d in thjs nave rather to qne side. On die arrival 
pffthe "ignudi'' the great doors wesre thrown, open 
triumphantly^ ,ai^d the ^crowd enterje4 the church t^ 
the side doors J the '.^nudi " entered . the . church 
runnings and thre\v a bouquet of flpwers at the statue, 
^xid so awaytQ the hjgh altar where their relations 
awaited them; .with towels^ wine, and their clothes. 
This took place, on Stf Sebastian's I>ay (zoth January)* 
In Palermp there used to. b^ a proces^ipn p^ the re* 
ligious orders^r with a. statue of the saint bpu^d , to a 
tree, and pierced' with arrows. The image of St» 
Roch went omt tp/me^t him at the Quattro Cantoni, 
where they were, made to salute each othen 

. At Airolariieifea?t of St. Corradjp (19th February) 
used to be celeJlMrfited .with curious usages. The day 
befpre.a great standard of red cloth was t^keki. round 
the place, nccompanied by a great crowd with lighted 
tapers anid , sticjks ,with transparencies, on them, ^ips 
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jiiid a atur^M lighthoq^e ai^d an lAiagQ of 'St. Q>rriido. 
All Uic,pro(3es?ioni«ti,fi^:«d.tJ!ff^»ib8i Qn retUrniag 
to the piazza a natfal battle took place between these 
transpareiicies^ Thii paKt of the proceedmgB has 
beea liluch reK^uced ; there are t only thiee or four 
ships^ aod.the ^tamda^^y tapecs atid St. Corrado h^ve 
diiappeared. It ^h' thought >U> commemorate <the 
repulee^ of a Twkish raid. On ^he 1 9th the , if poets " 
went into the.chusch in themorning, and one aftdr 
the other from a little pulpit sang the pcaises ofrStv 
Coirado. Tbeyarethiee or four GO]^adiai;f Without 
culture^ and when one di^ another is alwilys. found 
to uke bis< place.. ;, The ter^s ar« in the^iSidlian 
dialect > and not without cleverness. They used .to^ 
ddal also with the bad (government andabu^ aiid 
have therc^fckre been forbiddeta, ' but others dealing* 
with other m^itters are ^uog later rin the day. 'At. 
midday the sutueas led. m. triumph found the com- 
mune» and eniers all the ehurchet except that of St. 
Ai^thony of Fadua^ where there is a simulated tontesty 
and it. returns to. the last church viftited, where a 
short 4eiimon is. preached, after which it piioceeds: 
witbo^ut, hindrance* .Meanwhile the poets : with a 
vi(dinijBtr aud a ibasin in vvrhich tbr collect offesings^ 
improvise .-quatrainiih honour of those, whom they 
meety who are expected to throw a j^iece of mone^' 
injbo the basin. . > ' . ' 

At Lercaoa Fnddi on Palm Sunday; there is a pro- 
cession DepTesentiogthe entryof Chriat intoj4»Aisalenit*/ 
all carry branched of olive ^nd some; even little tree^ 
with many jtfolonred tibbond tfrolm which oranges 
atndiegg-^eUflhang. uThe Twelve Ai^stles wear lsll%e' 
blue tunics with red gib!)dles and on their heads avo 
black skuU-cap9/. to which iircle&( of cardboard are. 
glued rejtresentiug aureoles. « . !I^hey bear theif < propos: 
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symtfols. Then fotlowi s^ ptieit as Christ, mounted 
on a she-asSy generally whiter followed byherfeal; 
his hands are folded together ahd his eyes cast down« 
On Holy Thumiay he washes the Aposdes' feet, and 
a table is laid for thirteen in the cathedral, the Last 
Sapper^ Before each plate is placed a sugar sutoette 
representing an Apostle. After the celebration the 
priest arid twelti^ persoi^ selected by lot sit down at 
the table, which is decorated with ^oweri and bean 
enormous loaves. 

On Holy Thursday inv PakitxiO all horse traffic is 
suspended for two days and the " Sepolcru ** is^ visited 
in all the ehurches. In Salaparuta ^o^ visits are 
made, one after sermon (about eight oMock) on 
Thursday, the other at dawn on Friday." At night 
the people are preceded by singers singing a Miserere 
arid by a drum beating slow strokes. Boys cry 
** Misericordia" and'*shake tambourines. 

1 In every commune in Sicily it is the custom on 
Easter Eve to have a procession at twilight of the 
Deposition from the Cross. The confraternities 
take part iti it, and it endi With a large number of 
boys and girls wHo represent 'saints, or carry einblemt 
of the Passion^ and many priests^ The^dead Christ 
is accompanied as by J^ws clothed in white, and 
the weeping Virgin is behind. Sometimes the 
" Mysteries," symbols of the Passion, were in front. 
Sometimes the prbcession used to follow the *^ Three 
Hoof s' Ag6ny '' and the ** Deposition from th0 Cross ". 
Anciently these preachings took pbce in the open 
air in a place called ^^ Calvary ".- At the end of the 
" Three Hours " Christ's head dropped on His chest 
amid 'the sobs and tc«rs of th^se present ; the body 
was taken down arid placed in a tomb^ At Castro- 
nuqvo ,at Ave Maria t^o priests dressed as Jews and 
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with tbein servitors in costume, . preceded' by the 
company " De' Biandbi/' went toths Calirary and 
with mournful songs performed the various operation* 
Qf%h& burying, aft» which* the procession went to 
thf. prJbBcipal church. At Salaparuta th^ Calvary i< 
arranged in the. church, at the: preaching <»f the 
de^ the. Crucified drops His head, while some 
" mortai " are let off, tmmpets wail^ and fifom the 
silgQce a funeral march resounds. Then the, >Chritt 
is taken from the cross and placed on the. bier by, 
thr/ee priests. Afler the ptK^dssion two pt iests place 
the Chfist in the sepulchre from which during the 
Mm of Easter Eve the statue of the risen Christ 
appears . and i$ then raised above ^ akar.' On 
EMtier, nibrning in several plaq^ two processions. 
Used to start, bne with the xisen Christ seeking Hit 
mother^ and one with the Virgin, who was told by 
St. Peter, St. John ' jmdi > St. Miry Magdalene^ all 
si^tues. After. they met, the: devil> chained, was led 
by Stt, Michael alkr Jiesus and M»ry, From the black 
cIqiUc which the Virgin let fall when jhe met CJhtift 
dpves or other birds flew out* iln iSalaparuta^ this 
used to lake place at) dawn; it does: so now \«t ^ 
A.M. , The two Mat;ues come out (^different tihurchett 
and meet > in a broad, street, bells and bands^of musfic 
sooi^ing. at th^ same time. The preacher' who fint 
annQjonced thQ R^suriecdqn to MarycongratuUtei^ 
them upon. the happy meetifag, then * procession is 
£brmed;with theirclcrgy and people which conducts 
the st^j^ttes back to the churches after : niaking a 
rpu4d. In many churches on Easter. Eve ;at the 
moment When th&.priests announce the Resurrection* 
a large cloth falls .^ddenly before the altar, and 
pigeons are let^lool^iwhidi fly about the. chttrch,< 
and holy images ^rethrown which evwyoii^ tries to. 
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cateh. - Ih some villages at midda^ron Bast^ Day 
Christ' meeu t^«^ Virgin in tke ptiblic^sqtiaf« vnxh 
WMne apfvoach to dranEia;^ The Virgin seeks Hina 
Taintyy while Jesus hidden in a corner peet)S out. 
St. Mkhael who is, also karching sees Him and 
te^ the Virgin, who ^ runs to embrace Him. Then 
petards are fircd'^fiy the congrfegartions raise thtetr 
standard^ the bells ring nuadl^yand all the popala- 
ciott' accompanib theVtrgin, Christ, St. Michael 
and St. Joeepk round thi9 commoner < 

On i9th.Man:h is held the banquet of St. Gius- 
eppe. The Amplest form is seen in Palermo^ where 
persdns who have vowed the'banqtiet invite severs! 
podr people a»d serve them with three courses or 
more. T^ere- are: generally present the 'three* fa- 
sohi of the Holy FamH)^, represented by a po<Mr old 
man^ all orphan girl of it to 15 years told, • and 
an ofphail^b6y. The saint sometimes has a blue 
hat and a red ^nantle and calries {n'his hand a staff 
of oleander ini blossom $ he holds tme hand^of the 
child^the Madonna-holding the other. Any one 
ma^ come in and >many are invited to see thenr eat. 
A priest^ and after him the child, blesses the 
table: In some jplaces preaching goes on during the 
repast. At Aci Castello ^e bier of St Giuseppe 
is placed in the publid piaaza^ Round it are tables 
withi ifbod which: 4$ bought by pdbHc ^ siuctvon at 
high prices by .the .Hdevoti". , At Ai^ola, . before 
clothing the three po<» people, sOme df the &milies 
wash their feet and afterwards lend them hottle with 
a iteruin ritual with meat pies and' money, ^iere 
there used t6 be great solemnities ivhich led to fight^ 
ihgi.betw'een the partisans of the two churchei of 
Su. Venera and Sta. Mafia dell'Itria, each of which 
had an akar / dedicated to the saint^ ih ^oonse^afciiGe 
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of \#kich all solemnities in the two clnircJieft yircrt 
forbidden. In: some plaoes .these baaqnets^ tiake a 
dramatic ibrm.. At Ci^nciana and Casteltecmini the 
thiiee go iVoni' door tcf ,door, asking for ailodging^^ 
they ate fchen driven out: to make fl'oom>.for those 
whor<:an pa/, until they, are recOghised as the Holy 
Family^ received with open- arms and taken to* >the 
place where the tables are sffc^ead. ;at theei^nse of 
the joiiiei^ VrithTmits pnt.of sduon and « lodf^o 
large that the month of, thfc oven has to ^se broken 
to bake it! At Poggio Reirfe «nd Bocdamenathe 
poor pilgrims are assailed by robbers 'irmed < to the 
teeth, and ate r freed by-<the interveintion iof aii angiil 
or of the Holy Spirit who annoniices that they ard 
three .Divine personage^ when the robbers fell tot the 
earth. > Other charitaUe .nsages are common' iniothen 
places, mi in thet province of Ragfusa the rikot %tl 
Joseph is a calling. He lives ori < the results of the 
beggihg.with a^poior jgisl on his day ;<lhe bread^and 
fobd which are pi^omisedi gor to (him, the cloth and 
other gifts to the girl, who sells ;them and' thus 
provides her maErriagb porti6ni . m 

On St. Mark's Diiy (aslhAjvil) the dcr^y Weai 
the fields in many places, going in procession > with 
banned and crosseSyNete^l . r.jr ' 

At the beginning, of May the chrysaathemusi 
coronarium is in h}oom> aiinoundng that ispring'^ hat 
come. ;0n 3rd May, the Jbstivftl of the Inircntioti of 
the.Cross^' in Salaparuta the childreni maket^^crossed 
garbihds of the floWeii, which they carry about on 
a foit mit\k .a bouqUet of floweirs on the <tdpy. siSngitig 
and I scattering flo^ess. In the evening i the crossei 
a^ garlatided.and th^ are! visited with lights and 
the singing of litanies. -»;.,:! ' .: 

On the night belbre: Asceask^n Day the cattle are 
tti 
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bathed in the sea.- Men and women ako bathe at 
thit^'tim«^ hoping to cure all sortt of ailhients, especi- 
ally cnuneotts diseases, ibr the water is held to be 
specially holy. The great plate' is the Foro Itsdico 
at Palerrtid, towards whith tnnhitudes of flocks con- 
verge often preceded by player* on ^tites, guitars and 
accordions, by dancing groups and young* girls who 
sing. Some of the shepherds have biiiiies at their 
grrdks widi curved blades, and I'oiihd ihekr necks 
various amulets. Round the nteks of tams and he- 
goats are; hung hirge wooden collars with beik, on 
one sid^ SIa Pasqualep protector of homed beasts^ on 
tke other a • cruci£«« Others have bmftments and 
figures of many kinds and biti ofmirrdi^ are sunk 
in the collars. Sheep and lids have aitificial flowert 
of grided or siWered paper and «iik handkerchief 
float from their hoHis. The familifes of the shep- 
herds foUow^nd fill the Foro Italico. The iloeks are 
blessed by a priest froih ^ rocky slope and sprinkled 
with sea^watet. The shepherds continue the hlessing 
after he has gone. ^ . >< r 

On Whitsunday birds ur^ let fly after mass is 
finished in man^^ churches.. They used fid Icit'oif 

St. Vitus was born at Mazzara. His^ ^ibta'' 
(i^th June) is the most lively in that town^* They 
ns^ to announce it by the Constable of the Senate 
clothed in ied and mounted on a horse* Chapels 
of wood are raised dn various piams wijth jets of 
water within and an • akar behind upon whichi is 
placed a figure of thesaiiit. 'The fi^a lasts five 
daysv On themoming of the first, before sunrise^ they 
carry a silver statuette of St. Vitus to a little chiirch 
a mile to the east of the city, (m'the shore, which 
is said to mark tho'^ace fh)m which he wt out in 
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a boat guided by^angdb while still < a boj, paising 
down a atreet ornamented with arche$ and leaves 
and illiuninated . balloont. In the evening it ie 
carried back to the monastcrx chtirch of St. Michacd^ 
whuere the religious. ceremonies take place. There 
are horse-xac^ fqritvfrQ days and on the fourth the 
game of the goese. They were bound to a strong 
cord stretched across the rirer and the young mtt 
tried to catch them^as they floated down the stream. 
Other things are now fastened to the ccurd in pot$ 
and the game i» no longer barbarous. On the fifth 
day the statue, is carried about by sea (torn after- 
noon till SMoaet on it. boat ornamented with flags 
and lanteriii of diffeioat coloured p^ptr, which are 
lighjUod at night in the midal of other boats wHch 
fire off rockets and petards. (• 

On St; Pietro (29th June) a loQal festival i» observed 
in Palermo in the JiihermenV quarter near the Calsu 
TablissKand booths are pUced in the streets, athe 
doon, streets and little: squares ^re decorated with 
garlands and flowers mixed with many lights. The 
wfdls are whitened and the streets ({leaned up» At 
night on thd 28th many laihps; of all; colours hang 
among the branches^ eating goes on in the street^^ 
children and .fishermen 'dance and sing.. The. harr 
hour is covered with boats carrying coloured lightsy 
and the church of Piedigrotta: is filled with people 
who kneel in front of a chapel to the left before the 
picture of the Madonna. lAt Modica two symbola, 
a large papal tkea and an eagle with a cross on:its 
breast are Worked out in lights on twp hills tibovis 
the town. . The eagle is only lighted up once in ten 
years, but the tiara almost annually. The families 
inhabiting the s^ion* of St. Pietro, Moclica, >3eal 
themselves on the steps of their houses in very %ht 
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costume from Ave Maria: till eight o'ctock and eat 
** lasagne " (a kitid <>jf macarom) from * saucers held 
on their' knees. They also eat ices in honour of 
the saitat. At the beginning of August the Paler- 
miitaii children carrjr about a* figure of the M^adonna. 
surrounded hy many lighted tapers, 'with stars 
round her head and*: a half-moon under' her feet. 
They sing benisath the balconies or itf front of 'the 
doors and collect f money for the etpcnses of the 
fifteen days of ^festa". 

• Thare are'festas in^every town of SicMy . in country 
places they bring the' gr^ In • in sacb to' be blessed. 
At Naro many hundteds of strings of miales may be 
seen ad^ed with rihbdns antd bells and ^idi' new 
ahd'<!oloured harne^ cdSedted before the diu^<^ at 
midday to be blessed by the pridst At <^nicatti 
the A^umptioA is re]bresented"in-the chuitrhy the 
Virgin Vising up'^upon great oli6ud8' which glisten 
with 4ivini6 light. At the* Madonna of Trapani the 
earemony of the drawing of th^ veils is cdebrated. 
There are seven, and 'at ^heir witbdraWkl' f he thurch 
i» full of cries of ** Vivi la Midonna'^from neurotic 
wmnJen^and thek friends who expeict- th<itr cuie' in 
this manner. At this time the whole ^astdito front 
of the city, the islands arid rsalt "works are ilkai- 
iftltfed; ' — ■■ -:••■•.> ':.y' 

' At Trbina, of which^.< Silvester is patrotar saint, in 
Maythfey celebrate a feindof popular mystery in his 
honour^ A cavailcadb 0f Troinese' go^ to a #ood and 
cuts'great branches of laurel^ and then returns through 
the» place in processioHy two and two. The horse-' 
men defile beforethe church of the saint, throw in 
a s^ray picked from the branch, ahd making the 
horse. Gurvdt go away with t^ 'blessed^ branch* to* 
hear ' a ^poet, who '^ngs 'the pi;aites of St Silvesteri 
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At Marsala the great festivals are Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday, the Immaculate Conception and 
Corpus Domini. The first of these represents the 
last scenes of our Lord's life, the second the sorrows 
of the Virgin. On Corpus Domini the procession 
is composed of men who baliiice enormous Venetian 
masts called *^ stendardi " on their chins, foreheads 
andi.jelbows, aa old Saracefnk cuscomi Various 
cepfiesentatioins are attached' to th^i mMti^^a ship for 
StJ Francis de Paok>, a lamb for St.ijohn Baptist a 
pais of acaks for the Accfiangel Michael, and a half- 
moon foi the Virgin^ 
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The origin oith/o society called ^ Mafia" is difficult to 
diacoYtty and di&reitt causes are assigned by different 
waiters. Si^npr. Crotti says^ witb great probabiiitjv 
that; it arose firom the corruption of government and 
its agentSy from which silence (as prescribed by 
"omerti") became a virtue when questions were 
asked by authority. When one considers that during 
most of the time firom 1200 to i860 a.d. Sicily has 
been the victim of conquerors, who succeeded each 
other, except for the periods of intermittent revolts 
which have been impulsive and therefore isolated, 
without direction and without practical and lasting 
effect, for the most part, it is scarcely to be wondered 
at that the injuries, the spoliations and consequent 
misery and brutalisation should issue in some such 
combination for self-protection. The constant suc- 
cession of conquerors impoverished the island, for 
each had to satisfy his own warriors, firom which 
arose the continual creation of large and small fiefi, 
among which the people were divided like sheep, 
passing with the land to the new master. Each 
government produced new torments finding fresh 
victims (for its only interest was the extortion of 
the last coin by the most hybrid kinds of taxes, by 
privileges and gifts to its supporters), and appeared 
to have neither time nor desire to better the intel- 
lectual, moral and economic conditions of the people 
as a worthy government should. Finally, being 
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pertiapi conscioas that its domii^ion was not Hkdy 
to last* long, it' devoted itsi Efforts to maintairiing 
its despotism; so* that justice amotef' onty malcbntents, 
riot cvildoett. Part of thfc syitcm was to |nrevent 
the sentiment of brocherKood and nationalit7 from 
arising, and to this end the m^Ans of commnntcation 
werd kept in a badMckynditiori, aiid to this day the 
pyejutlice between! the towli and country people 
coUtiitoet. The sh6ebbck or the street hawker of 
Palermo calls all the ihhabitantsofodier parts of the 
island " ViMani '^ (rtistics), even if bom at Messina or 
Catania and having lived in Palermo itself for twenty 
yeiufs ! Atiy onei bdril a htmdred yards otitside the 
diaiarian litnit is called With discbin li^ the same 
name.' The proprietors ordered about the workmen 
and' peasants M if they were created iolely for their 
iti^icei and the artificer tifeated the peasant Witfh 
like'' disdaite. 'When the goverhmentf wished to 
oppose the feudalism of th^ barbns or to stein the 
curtent of crime thi polilde'had tb be enrolled from 
anficMig the dangerous classes, since honest fblk were 
not dbftaiiifible. This )^lice appeared in the i6th 
centui^'and lasted until 1870, and the very nanie 
is still a thing of terrolr to tome, of disgust 'and scorn 
to others. The great proprietors left off Hving on 
tlK^^^ estates and settled m the towns, appointing 
ageiits to (^bUect their dues^ sometimes not visititig 
them for twjenty years afnd frequently beiiig afraid 
to do so, not w^out good reafon. 

The large properties have alv^ays been a source 
of danger. ^' Pliny srfys of those in Italy, " Latifundia 
Italiam pefdidere '^ ' On some of those in Sicily One 
thay travel l[br i- whole day, at certain seasons of the 
year, without sebing a house, a tree, a blade of grass, 
^ fouiltain or a flower which reveals the activity and 
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<;Jjrilflatiop of ,man or. even, (lis ^^^s(en^ .The 
Uf^QWfew live, in xb^ kiUtqyfm ^n^:Coxx^ ,^<^n iu 
gjifj^ wt^n, ifl^y 4rpi,irfiqttir^,f aiftpiijg 9^^ jn^ mise^r. 
s^lpjf , luus, in tbc^wwe m^^^n^r ^'pne ^laj still «e^ 
in wt^at w2^,^e,MF^g4op> of Nff4pt 01^ the iaainl^i^4« 
Tfcg.^cq^Wlft9Pt$. of these prppeni^^erp.the qan^ 
of connapt, 'Strife' ^^twcdpti'fffppfiptor ai^d laJDOurer 
aii4. served <^ eKq,tii^^^x;^ii«fA an4 iMirseri^ *r^ 
|)^igandage,: allt th^e. n^ost ftniQm liffigandj^.^JbiAvi^ 
been ." pont;f4iiw " T^i^rmqr of the i^^i^ 
the "gabjelloW cof^e^ i^twcf?i\,,/qwiie».aaM ''^cq^^ 
t^lnpc" ,who np!w 4p apt kno^yr, e^ oth^* Even 
inpl^ntjfpj j^iW th^: \Mrfbr|u^*!te pfi*ian^/can only 
just ro^^c botj^ ^n4f fiwt,'and.)vhei|.,a J>ai4 «(9^w|i 
cowes^e han tp.J^U ajl ^|it,hQ h;^. Th^p 'Igftbell^^ " 
divides the iarms into ,fielda^ ;ind plape^ thq " hw^i " 
i^n them^ (th^ iM»t.gr^),,ag??eeiiig ^itfen l^^fWi .fel 
;he worJc «a a f^ftpan trap^^ .Ti^v/*borgfH;r hi^s 
the "zapparoni/'.tl^ei spa^c^ lafewpwrs, w^^^ t^vm 
%hp ,** piccii[w>ttiy? Jl^48,..^o,hr?ip. thf jn,^ , Tlifi^pf^ of a 
"zjypparona" i?i a4<^vlated at 8.5, Qt^jn^j^.^l 
Tbp, tr^e oppressor, is the, "gab^to,"'hm,j:hft state 
of wsqry is swch.tha^ oj^ qan i understand. any, kjjid 
of.efibr!;,(a|jyr,so»t of ^pri^^^g whi^ch way l^$t^i.t;h^tr 
cppdifjon.- ; . .^ ,',, ;.,.. 

J|t is fromsqch a s(ate ^ society tjhattJ^'tM^^u 
has qrigin^ed,^ a Jund of ^lf-gqii[eri^amnt \fy UwW* 
fn^tho^.withifw endflawmr t9W4«fee<i»ityr.^4,t|i« 
punishment of th?i;i?pprewQr,;:|ho^ the wod^ in 
w^}(;h its dej^re^ weye e^ce^^te^ na^Uically^9nenrt the 
jflTfty for. much. V^l^w^^ng ^^oqtrage, ^^ignor 
Bop64iw diu^,4*efeies it ^9 the puq^^ft^ <^j^,; ,**It 
i^nojt pwptly ^ sw:ctvSoci<^y,.bttt,tJi^,dqvf^nM?nt 
apd pvfe(?t^ng of a,p9w^ 4in;«:tfi4 to ^fp^M^i of 
RyU: it:islih<iiin^tiii»^^vft,bWa),iiMJ?restirt 
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whltJi trtiit«, to thc'&4ma^e iaf theStttfe,of thelaws 
ahd'df'regiilai' orpinkshlioti, all those indivMtiak aiifl 
tho*Be='56ciJll stfata Which IdVe to dee dufc existence 
iiifl gsliri^ease not ftbm work bat from viblence, frbm 
dw^eit ifnti4b6ttiidjlti6n '^ Signor Firanchetti calls it 
"a tihiftn^cf' persons 'bf^rtty ^^dfe, of e>rriy profes- 
ifon, of tsrery kind, which without having any ap- 
pfMient i^gilat and continaons tie, are 'always united 
to^bmotfe their rdciprocal ittttfrests, certain considera- 
tions of law, justice and pubKc Order being Idft 6ut ; 
It is yi ihediaeval sentiment of him who believe* that 
hid can provide for t3ie ;8afety of his person and' his 
bfeioi/giSgs by hit personal valour and hrfftleiice 
ihdep^tktitly'of the action of Jrathority and laV". 
It h^s 4io fixed r\iles, nor 'brders b£ rulers, but in- 
iSmiAtes itsdf 6veiy^hiere nevertheless, Jmd the holiest 
adst submit t6 it with patience, hblding it poVerftil 
alid invincible' from its traditional Violences^ and 
Yevehgesr' Its ihtention, apart fVom doing justice 
on its town acddtfftt and illicit gain, is thit of iffi- 
ponng itself On' the weak,^ cbmljining to resist the 
strianger,' j<nd especially thd gbverhmfentj opposing 
itsiicts'with stibterfuge and a kind df inert hisistance 
'rkthe^^hin opehljr. ' ' , 

The word' is difficult to ' define or translate ; ?n 
•common Sifcilian language it appears to mean a 
V«rtain sWiggering, presumfptiibtfs, insolent ma!nher 
T^HIth some ' bhlMes tise, proud of thdr physical 
^w^r, of' their reputation as dudafcious rtien, to bfe 
ftired aA'd ready fer anting, men who dietiermitte 
ib have thek own way at' any' ciast'. Thfe word itfd 
its 'deriVatiVfe, «'Mafioso,'' li also tised to indicate 
eoiffidehce in one's oHvn good fotarte, atid iis even 
applied '8ott?aimfes^ ivoiiien or gii-ls who are protid 
^^«hdr beatity 4ttd dfevemeei aAd Ibbk at bthiers 
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with companioM or 9g>ni, Q£ ,a <:eftam igoitl^n^aii 
wbo paised a, great part of the year in the country 
and had at .his command a good . many scnraiitSy fijcid 
labourers and shcpherdsi it wait said that he was 
the h^d of a ** ^afia," appar^tly with tl^, meaning 
that, he had ]^speo^eweU in h^ind amd.xeady to 
es^ecute any orders ; certainly np^ |hat he waa an 
evildoer or a Reader of evil4Qers. And the word 
** Mafioso " was also applied to a lawyer who under- 
stood his business ^elL 

Th« ^^ Mafia" appears to be as ingrained in the 
3icilian character as the kindred society of the 
** Q^morra " is in that of Naples, of which ViUari 
wrote years agp in the Opinione : ''^Supposing all 
the Camorristi imprisoned to-morrow, the Camona 
would b^ revived in the evening, because no . one 
has created it but it grows spontanqously "., The 
great di^iculty lyhich the govc;mment has to fai?e 
is the obtaining of evidence to convic^any one, for 
in the eyes of Sicilians it is showing ^' omert^" 
virility of character, npt only to £iil tp^denp^nce 
the guilty,, but to never betrfiy him, cither in ^n- 
versation or befpre justice. From ^ir schpplda}^ 
children learn that it is the duty of a mjan to hold 
hiS; tp^ue pn the sufctjec;t of the adventuro^^in. which 
he may have been mixed up. The ppoverh says;, 
"I^ viriti si dici a lu cunfissuri " CTwith is told tp 
,the coi^fessor), but it is certainly npt told in cowt. 
Often the, victim will not, complain. If ,he doey so, 
the robbed does ,npt ppmt out the robber, nor, the 
.yvounded the wounder, Ipnpcent pepple will allow 
themselves, to be. accused and condemned rather 
than point out the guilty. ...They wilt. help ^m to 
escape,, ^ven in the case of murder — not that they 
approve of the .cri|ne^ but the popular saying rum^ 
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'*The dead are dead, and it is right to help the 
laving''. Many inttancet might be quoted. In 
i860 the Marqais Firmatnri fled to Piano dei 
GrcQf entered into the fin t house he came; to 
and asked for asylnm. The old woman who lived 
there, and who waa quite «nlp[iawn to him, quickly 
hid hit hone in a neighbouring. staUe and atood 
sentinel, helping the marquis to eiciipe. The ttara*- 
bineen in pnnuit (Questioned her dosely and totHired 
her hy putting her foet OM iot rarfZr,, but she said 
nothing, though she had no interest Jn saving the 
proscribed man. When the marquis^ who had 
become senator, heard > of bar noble conduct one is 
pleased to know that , he rewarded her. At the 
same fdace two men were fighting with knives, arid 
at the monsent.when one received a mortal wound 
in the stomach a carabineer appeared. ; He warned 
his adversary, buttoned his. waistcoat and hid the 
knives. The carabineer passed close by ; they were 
talking about indiierent matters^ The blood made 
a pool at xkt wounded man's^eet, but .he succeeded 
in keeping upright till the carabineer had turned 
the comer, when he ^1 dead. Inquiry could not 
elicit any information from those who had. been 
present. It is the Sicilians* admiratioti for *^ omertt^" 
which means to be a man, to be full-blooded, whidK 
is the greatest obstacle in the way lof the fldministf*- 
tion. of justice, iu it is also the' cause of many of 
those incidents which require the intervention of 
the ofiicers of the law. Public opinion , demands 
that every man shall himself exact justice ^r wrongs 
received ; while resort to legal proceedings for re- 
dress 19 considered as infiuny and is publicly 
execrated. The most respectable citizens consider 
it a virtue to profesct an assassin and refiise to bear 
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witness^ for the codie of ^^^omertsi" 8ay& tlrat when 
a maik is 4cad one should thhik of the living, and 
that'ttstlmony is only good ^ivhen it does not 
damage yoiir tkeighbonr. Any one vrhx> offends 
against thisJaw/thtit is, does not keep eileoee as to 
what hoi been done, Hdust join the -pcdiceif he 
wishes to remain 4live, and even then is not sure 
of dying 'in hisr bed. - ^ 

That the **Mafia*' or the ^^Mahmdrini^' who 
benefit by it oppress and extort blackmail from all 
disses is atteit^ by numerous stories. A rich 
banker possessed '^ a very fine fruit garden in the 
environs of Palermo, faiit thfc owingei -were .stc^en 
as they ripened, the grap^ disappeared and even 
the cactus fruits. The remedy ^was *nown and the 
ibanfcer did not hesitate. ^He^went to- thie indti^ 
pensable ' man, a neighbour of good 'position and 
ittputed to be irtty kind, and osJ^ him to^ interest 
himself in the ravaged orchatd. These are the 
expres^ons whibh are nsed in such a case, becabse 
they are just transparent 'enbuigh. The next day 
the diepredafions bi^ised. The gtwuds^ hidpiess the 
day bctfiire, were able to sleiep in peace. . " Mafia' ^' 
•watched ' fort /them. And sometimes pec^le are 
mrdtected ^wifhotit having asked ibr 'help. Sor 
Tramoi^te^ named judicial agent for certain domains 
near Palenno^ went <yne^day in'a;>t»rriage to inspect 
the/ land. = The ^'Rtalandrino" observed the new- 
comer; approached' him jand entered into conversa- 
tion. It was a holiday-^business was iikely to> have 
been stopped, but thabks tei the coming of So* 
Trambnte th^e was a'^fine thing coming off. 
The next day, early, the ^* M alandrino " entered the 
anteroom of "die knight^ .wha was pleased to receive 
him, knowing nothing of the object of his visit. 
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He stdod carp hi hiand (wich a Mnile on liis Yips, 
** Your Eaccllcnoy is •fttiified* #itli the receptioh 
which you received yesterday in the comntry !'" 
"Yet, but What— '" ^Pattion, I wkh to know 
if you are satisfied atfd 4f you have beeti treated 
>widi irespectf" '*^Vfe8, th«t i% to 'say^^" **l5er 
TratnoMe' has been and will f>e respected by us 
alwtys. fie may come antl<g6 as much as he 
pleaMS) by day,; by fligfbt, iti wiii^ter or summer. 
He is to be respected ail ovet f^ country, and woe 
to hvflA who dares to touch him' ! Altvaysrespei^ed. 
And 'now i take my leave and aik'his Excellency to 
gii^knc sometking for the fitie fdl6ws who have 
.re^Mcted himj" Thie <knight,< confosed and per- 
l^eaeedy bffered< loo lire to thtf ^Malandrino". 
There was nothing eke to 'be done. This man of 
business was wise. ' See what happens to those who 
do not do the same. 'Here is Goistp Peppino, with 
long nose and eyes"ftill of tears, who presents him- 
jeif before the potentate. sHe knows the reason of 
Pbppino's visit' but preteAds to fee ignorant. " What 
isthb mattttr,fG6sBip P^ppino?'^ ^^What we have 
to iufier. Master* Gaetano ! Thef leave us no peace 
day or ntght. You see in m^ a man who has lo^t 
his rest smd comes to ask help from you." **'You 
are -surely wrong, but; We will see — ^you are father 
of a numerous family — there is something to be 
done for you." '-Ah yes! please d6 something, 
yon wh6 have suoh good opportunities ! No one 
will say * no' to yod, and I trust my p^ce and my 
life to you."' ^* Everything will end with a solid 
peace. But, y6u know, to trdebrate the cotldutioti 
of the treaty 300 l«e are required.*' ** Tliree iiund'red 
lire ! I would xothcir die than take 306 lire from my 
poor I childrdn ! " and in • three days death gathers 
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Gonip Peppino^ who did not chooie to pay 300 liie 
for the life which the ^^Malindrino" offered him 
so cheaply. 

There wai a Urge property in the Benfratelli and 
Bellia district which was atucked by one of the 
** Mafiosi," whose assisunts stole the cropt and spoilt 
the plantations. The police leceived disnttuciations 
and went to search for brigands who weife supposed 
to be concealed on the ^iroperty ; so that the u»r 
fortunate {nroprietoc thought that it had become 
wcurthles^/ especially as he received threatening 
letters. The ^'Mafioso" now visi^ him Jiat in 
hand and with a smile on his lips, and saying that, it 
was a pity that such a fine property shouM lie wast^ 
offered to rent it for. 100 lire and two baskets of 
olives. Thus he obtained the value of 10,000 Hie 
of produce each year. ; 

If the proprietor resists and does not thoose to 
pay tribute or to s^ccept tthe employees nominated 
by ** Mafia/' anonymous threatening letten are sent, 
and if these have no effect he is denounced to the 
police as h^ufbouring brigands. Then, at night the 
police break in and tiake a thorough seatch, whioh 
.leaves the garden as though a hurricane had passed. 
A certain proprietiMT wished to. isell his crop of 
lemons near Palermo. ** Mafia " interfered fiar some 
reason : an offer of a certain price mas made by 
,8ome one who was known to be supported by the 
society, and no one dared to offer more. The same 
gentleman lost his gardener, who also arranged the 
sale of she- produce for Mm : a candidate for the 
place appeared who' was supported by a member of 
" Mafia," who had undertaken to obuin. the place 
for him and had not diadained to kecei^e money for 
his services! The question was asked, 'fis hie a^ 
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hQiiest man I " to which the reply was made, 
** Probably your Excellency wonld not be diwatU- 
fied with him ". And the gentleman was obliged 
to uke him. to avoid very udpleaAant probiabilities. 

Signor Alongi gives numerous examples also of the 
way in which th/e ** Sod " of " Mafia " draw profit 
flrom agriculture, merchandiscy auctions and other 
, sonrcef wound Palermo, always by way of intimida- 
tion ; and onie wonders that theire is any pixwperity 
in a place wh^re such things are common. 

From another sourcQ one learns some interesting 
d^taiU as to the ^ Mafioii ". There are two kinds, 
the one who makes a business of it, called ** Malan- 
drino," who is seldom or never caught, and the one 
who is attracted by the deedsof chivalry, and en- 
deavours to translate thekn into modern practice. 
He carries off his wife by force, love» to conquer 
obftacles, to have tragic amours, never kills treacher- 
ously but will not attack his enemy until he is armed, 
nor will he steal. It is the ^' Malandrino " who 
manages the fodrm of self-government known as 
** Mafia" and reaps benefit from it. Nearly every 
Sicilian finds it best to b^ on good terms with it. 
An^ (me who shows himself disdainful of the law, 
who has a ready and brutal hand, who has committed 
two or three crimes without detection acquires in- 
fluience and the ir^spect (I) of his equals. He soon 
becomes an authority among them, and is even ap- 
pealed to by employer and employed to judge 
between them. He thus acquires pow^r and is 
asked to select guards for the orange and lemon 
groves by the proprietors, so that they may be safe. 
He then sunounds himself with subordinates, and 
the machine is made which gains greater power 
•till l^^t^nrorism. With such associations murder 
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-foeoMnet t natter of buiiiittB. Tlie pncc i^^di^ 
from 50 to 500 lire, and tke proeiMliire is Oitialty 
at follows. 

The victim having been pointed dot, lots aie caM 
for the e ae c niia uei, tjioogh sometitttt it is arranged 
that a novice shad be chosen to prove hk d6ata^. 
The mem b eis of the band are posted in a ehahi, 
the eiecntioner takes the gon 6ora the hands Of a 
comrade^ iiet, and pastes it back to hnn, and ^Mm 
him it goes to the next and so on, whfle the aMM^ 
making a circuit arrives on die spot where his victim 
lies as a simple observer. Inthe moiratains ^ Mafia " 
is raoi^ brtital than in the coast dikfricts, tfhd 
brigandage, the holding of men «o ransom, cattk- 
stesJing, etc., are more common. Tlie- groups of 
** Soci ^ have only individual eiistence, ndt a MmsMm 
centre, though it has been said thaf one eatikts in the 
Albergheria of Pdermo. Some of their proverbs 
show what is the strength of the combination. ** An 
influential friend is as good 'as a hundred ounces 
(*onie,* a gold coin) ita the pocket" **Hc who 
has money and friendships may liughat juaiSce?' 
** The gallows is for the pbor, justice fo» the foolish." 
^Evidence is good when it does not htttt one's 
neighbour." 

When one of them Mk into the hands 6f justice 
''Mafia" doea eveiything posrible to uvt hiita. 
False veitnesser appear, anonymous letters, articles in 
the journals^ etc ; die* jurors are told that he is 
inncKxnt, that he has a fiimily aind that if he is sent 
to prison they will starve, and that he is the ^ctim 
of tlK maneeuwes'^ his enemies. Aho that he has 
powcrfhl friends, 'leady to help with dieir piif«^ 
and prepared to avenge him at all costs. This last 
is a cogent Argument, judges having heeM killed ift 
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open day, \th thA mi44to. oC the town^ion .tke iBonrow 

At Pjanot 4ei Gi0e«i a f^ermiuiililUviryec iivia* once 
a p$urlkuiieiitfi»)^4:«l4i4atm. A f'M«&oao" became 
fiieiKliy wi^ km and coQaiitoidd Mmaelf his elec-^ 
toiv^ 4igfnjt4 Ohq i<)ay he came^-tf) him.and iiaid^ 
''Tib^Kft It. aii9t)^r.^iHiicUte^. S^natoiv and this is 
a \mP'^iM^ we.^ltagoish him I" and afpeaned 
m^jt^stMryrJised.'at; hU firieiid rofosingitUi most 
nat^fuli.asn^aiice l^-.A form /of duel .called ;'* achi^ 
fimn" or 'ffiAtitii" isjused when any one. appeals to 
them9gistca(Q9i40!red|RfPs any kindof injar>ri The 
one agahlH;. whom, the Appeal is dicected meeting 
thf .otheci^mbraoq^himi and slightly bites his ear^ 
thm^d^knghim** ta^dpaxk'!^. TheiotherMtnrning 
tb^j^ignaccepKIAhe qhall^ngt^i If they are on hosts* 
b^ a4d 2mHpd;thify:Jgh( at once» • otherwise, thef 
gQ togftth^ to 9Qt their arms a» if nothing unusoal 
h^difhfipp^ed^'aod.secluAg ^nvnfireqvented place 
8ct«(a wof k^to $ght* Two forn^ of dneli^aEe used, 
''ii^^Hsda^' fo^ grave ofiences^ in whieh body blows 
^m^\(^jfigi^.ut^ and '^'n musculu/' when the Ijmbt 
oti^iait$!»4^Gked» $)i lens, serioj^a oneflu When: the 
fight .iia- o¥i^ tlvQ conqneoor embraces his-adfersai^^ 
lifMlg or d^iid^ aod gotf Iran^illy away. 

^pnse ye^rs ago a;jromantic case in which ^mr 
'f Mr9fiW;" weM.^o9<pcmed «nttaneed aU.SouthiItalyv 
sk^i^fim tiw>/year».of trial waa.sent to Naples: from 
P#}eIH^]inthe^hop«of ge^tilig.tQ the bottom of it^ 
4^,Tfub:4ie^Q<M°A of ^ -^lOlh < tegiffiesit (of artilleiTV 
isiiganiitOlBi^ at; Pakm¥>^ fell jnn love; withia tyonng 
lRd|0>Moi^i!^<l^:f.noblQ.$ijailianfiuiiil}^ Onedn^ 
hei{W9A/oii^ d«p^j>roppedj.tip.agMnsttheddo6ro£ 
J^r bp^K^ with Ik. wpnnd thr<inghchii'chest) It waa 
believed that he had fallen into a trap organited by 
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her brothel, who were his tworn iHiemiei. - One of 
them, who was believed to be the head of ^ Mafia,^ 
had fought a duel with him^ and he had cafefhUy 
refhiined from woniidkig the brother of hit immordta. 
Eleven times this brother was neiUrlv tirretted and 
eleven times he was saved by ^ MafiiL^ and once was 
hidden, as was said^ in the house of a near relation 
of the chief of police. The w^U-itnown Notarbartdo 
case is another proof of the great difBcttlties which 
beset the government when ^* Mafia " and ^onlerti '' 
are interested in a matter. Considerable progress 
has heen made in lessening the influent' of this /m- 
periMm in ifn^Hc, The pr<fect^ who treated Sicily as 
Verres did^ in accord with ^Maia,'*' have been 
cleared out, and the municipal cbuttcils have been 
dissolved, which conned of ^Mafiosi/' fieed 
prisoners and the like foi' the most part, In one 
day 800 arrests were made in ^ province of. 
Palermo. From a imall town the ddegate of public 
safety wrote to the preftct i ^'The municipality is a 
manii&ctory of abuses and oppression; the syndic is 
the protector bf all the bad characters and counts 
among his supporten an assochttion of elvildoert **, 
One of such syndics sent the clerks, th^ school- 
masters and pupils to attend the funeraf of a ^ Mafi- 
oso'' chief who had been condemned several tltttes. 
Another appropriated the greater pait' of the lazes 
for ten years and made false money with Che help 
of his secretary. Another' bhrnt die ' electoral re- 
tiusns and substituted others more to hisitking^'and 
another threatened to pijit all electors itt prison who 
voted against his' candidate I Another contract 
for all the communal business - hiihlel^ and another 
read sill the letters and^only forwarded such as he 
(leased! 
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These deuils are uken from authenticated sources 
and show how barbarous Sicily was, both in its 
virtues and in its vices, but it is only fair to re- 
member that the country had suffered from centuries 
of oppression and misgovernment, and that in all the 
revoliltionary riiovements and Conspiracies w&ich 
tended towards the overthrow of the Bourbon 
government the '^ Mafiosi " had a considerable part 
and lent important assistance, which was always 
dbinterested, as Colajanni says. His account Of the 
origin of '^ Mafia" is so dear that it is worth (^noting 
in condusion :' ''Jtistice' under the Bourbons was 
so confused with political judgments that the people 
etided with seehig in every accused person a victim 
of governmental or barotiial power. The policie and 
jodidal ailthorities in fact wefe at the* orders of the 
feudatories -yi^ho were in good odoiir in high gbirern- 
ment places. ' From this was l>oni the disthist in 
ecjnity and impartiality in public matters, so that' all, 
gr^t and sihail, felt that they must thems^es pro- 
vide for the setnrity of property and person. Thus 
the barons brganised squadrons of 'Camf^ieri,' a 
reproduction of the andent *bravi,' sdected froih 
the most celebrated and courageous evildoers ; and 
the peojple trusted for their r^enges to * Mafia ' 
and its cod6 of *OmertA,* and often to the brigand 
Whp became considered at such moments as a sympa- 
thetic and noble r^evenger of the weak bppre^d by 
the strong. Private * vendetti * frota being a right 
b^ame considered as a duty.** - . ^ 
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TWE CHARACTER AKD ORIGINS dF 
THE PEDPI4E .. 

In an island pbced as Sicily is an4 with the history 
wMch hf^ ttQrp|)^ itself on its, sl^res the modern 
ha^f^XL q^pes.may be cxppctjed to,bc;irory v^ed, 
sinpe ^ycty nation which has jnifabited or gpye^ned 
it has left behind some traces of , its ^ pffs^nce. The 
Sicilians havealwnyr' 4fH4^^ markcdy ^lioi^gli not 
brijlianty abili^es. Their witp,pQnvei;satbi^al powers 
and power pf ^^pfrtee were celebrated fimong the 
ancf^Ats, and Ci^f^iji^^aid that the Sicilian was nevq 
so miserable ^ tp ^ un;^ble;ito,n^ a jes^. Qreek 
com^^c^ attained , its earliest .deyel|5p;qaent in. this 
i^Iandy. ^and bucoUc, poetry* origim^ted thefc. The 
Savacenic^^p^enu^y Jjatrpd^cc4 a v^n oif seriousness 
into ijl^e charattqr of (he nation^ which, shows itself 
in the mel^choly of their, na)Uonal song^. 
; ^n tl^ west and north of the island the type is 
gf^serally of medinn^ ^ig^t,. wicti sopple limbs in 
youth whjch tei^tp iatness as matorfty^ corned on ; 
of a yellowish p^or whifh the, iSpauiards cfdl 
^ni^e, , 4a^ki}§kinned^ with an Qval %e w^ch is 
rather flekhy^ e^peqially on the cheeki. Eyes, amall 
and darky rather full, intelligent ai^4 lively Jfatbief 
than threatening ; mouth not too large but pro- 
minenty lips without much colour, more prone to 
seriousness than to laughter ; a mixture of Semitic 
and Caucasian in which the latter predominates. 
In the eastern parts the Greek type is most frequendy 
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met vykh except perhaps at Meaiiita^ In the lawtt 
claasev especially beyond the Finme Salso, one lieet 
the penistence of African types, the daUk skins, 
bronse or Egyptian yellow, the thin and apare faces 
and bodies, which recall the types of Berber^ 
Soudanese, Abyssiniaii,. Erythraean or Cdpt. ■ Photo- 
graphs of North and East Africans might also be 
portraitsl of this type. But anojkher is ofben seen 
among thetn, the somewhat Semitic type already 
described, sometimes with a manifestly Arab char- 
acter^ sometimes with a Mongolian tiiige, given by 
the yellow skin, the &t cheeb^ the eyes oblicpC' 
towards the npsc and small, by the colourless lips' 
and the thin, rough and very dark skin. Faces Jiiay 
also be seen which are long, brqad in the middle and 
narrow at the top and at the chin, which may 
perhaps be a survival of the type <^ the most ancient 
inhabitants of the island^, since they bear considerable 
resemblance to the most ancient ^ulptnres. in some, 
places the pallor is so great as to make the .stranger 
think thajt the. whole population must be in. bad. 
health*, The Palermitans are in g^nenal physiognomy, 
a muKture of the Spaniard and the .Saracen. The hair 
of the women is historically celebrated..) Dwingthe; 
Carthagiaian siege it is said that the bowstrings gave 
out^ but the women gave their hair to make thetai 
rather than surrender. The ivomen bfi Piano der 
Grecw. an All^ne^ colony fiwnded in 1488,. when 
Ferdmaiid ^f Aragon afforded ahasylUm to. those 
w)io were ready to abandon tlmirtcotintvy rather than/ 
submit to Mussulman rule in answer €0 their petittdir; 
wear knots of red ribbdn in(;theif hair atod a, led 
dreffi^ a ,bl^e corset and a shawl of a. paler Hue ^ 
their shoulders, and on certain festiVih. appear in a 
costume which is exactly like that of cenitlf ief a^ 
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ThBf have an upriglit and d^nified carriage, and 
wkk their legolar pnsfilet and strange di«ai are Hke 
a U K ^i 9d of an ancient race. Other Allxmian 
colmiies are Palaza> Adriano, Contcua, Mezzajnso 
and Santa Criitiiia ; at Metuna sdto Greek ritnal if 
practikd. Hie Siciltan of aH dali^ is gcmd^y 
very sober both in eating aAd drinlang — ^the con* 
tacKno especiallf so^ living on ▼egetaUe^ and (kinb- 
ing water, though this oiaf be partly becanaa he 
cannot afibrd anything dse onthemiseraUe ptttanee 
on which h^ has to exist. The hononraUe Damiani 
tkna describes hJm : ** The contadino is osna^ 
bmtaHaed by svffiaing, having to provide Ibr a 
nuicr ons family ont of very smaU means^ as sober 
as a hermit perforce, patient as |ob, miseraMe as 
Laauuros, Without a future like a Helot or « P^adi, 
ignorant, distroitibl, iinliciotts, sceptical at heart, 
sapentitioss, r efr actor y to eveiything which ^oekiy 
can offiir to his advantage unless this is material 
and immediate. One may note in the * picrinotto,* 
the labourers lad, agility and dtMerity, tills readi- 
ness to go fiir with kng and mpid step, rather than 
ftorfd health and ' robustness, nervous force rithtr 
tkkn m«st«ilar; The countryman protects himtelf 
against, die damp and chills- with his h^dbided cloak 
oiHed ^seapolare' or with a woollen scarf round 
his noek, arid wears heavy clothes notwithstandtng 
thcf warmth of the climate. The people a^^pen* 
stronger and finer in those regions where 'there are 
woodr and wholesome water; stcfa as the M&m 
Fehiritaiii and Nebrodi, in the eastern pait ofl^ 
island^ Where the pi'opeities are ^vlded and the 
onkivadon intensified ; hr from the sulplinr mines 
and the *iedK * wheve 6nly crtrn is grown ; ttnd 
tfcei« pefhipt one ma^ see th^ L(tebard btood;^ 
242 
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Tke Siqliaft t'otompii ptoplt m^ l^ divided ititd 
four claisses.' Those of the coast who live by and on 
the 8^. Those, of th^ cities and their snbiii^bi. 
Those J of the couritrf toWris (the e^rtitadiil? and 
shepherds almost dways live ^otiped iti the villages 
i^«t^ the llouiis of the propHetors). Those of the 
sufehilr mines. Th^e 8m t^otiblit' themselves iittle 
with /what go^oh on'' the land thciugh they^^e 
atta<9ied:'to Wiely native placi anJ'have A^'islii^der'i 
feeling ; they ai'e quiet attd aitcnd to 'Hi^ir duB^i 
atud'have a^good namii am6il|[ th<>s^ who haVig^te 
m Meditettiiieat^.' 'The (jouiitry pibpW are divided 
as'Aated' In the chaj^te^ 05 "Mafia:". The %M atifd 
crud "^gabeiloto** who,doe$ liot Wott aii4 thjdyk 
th^ fftilt of the labbtirs of btheriJ ; the '^borgcse/' 
thi trtie^coh^ditto ; Ui^ ^iafeparohe," the day 
lal^Aier, the'ancifcnt slave ; atid the "^icciiibtfo, 
th^ Vacf. These; iJt^ a miserable haiid-tlo-moUth 
^Kktehce. They are a v6iy igilii^ttt peoplf , mtitt 
iind^iii<it and nicASt dUcile, tb be belied dtiih the 
maii. Thejr ttiate gbod ^oldters, sefioil^'i^esfiectftil, 
ohiirVah^ bf a iclhipuTcius exactitude arid Hh idt^if- 
Hblk fihhness lb e^^ecutfrig brders,' and afe6"ij)[teBi^ei|t 
enough though *^dt e^cat^d, to think ; ' but thej^ Idlio 
fu^nJlh tho^ "Jtfalawlflni'^'Vjrhoiiift'it thii iq^try 
^nd' thahki to. the fe4r oT th^ pfepridibrs aM the 
^xaggtrititfriVof thfe ^ess give sucK a bad Viprftitlori 
id' Sidl)^: 'Vhtf are A^ve^. hfekM to complain, ififl 
aptfireutlt feel sbmewhil in Ae" ittanner bf We 
beM, micK'^theif jealousies atjd tTieir IMfe duds 
i)r6Ve; **They becotai^dhihk vWth 'Wood kftd^With 
tli*VitrifeV1dipelrs6nsifhdtft1|i^s ; if they ar^ lict^ii^ 
flfwiV bcdiWe %oclbttS, if spfectators ifciy Aru^ thbij- 
Aotildeik aria k^owjltid haVe lifceh ii(ith5ng'if iiKi^d. 
V%y m 6ftiri*id thefttfow^hbw^ ib Md theii- 
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pes(^ and wait U^^ moment; tp ad|uit accounts^ as 
they have learnt from the traditions p( ihp Signori. 
They may have among their relations sf^eone who 
was the inttrnm^mt of a Signorial vengeance, aii4 
they avai} . ^emselyes ojf the fact. . The^ do not 
curse nor ^wear, they dp.i^ot l^ow what evil-speaking 
is; but if they ^e y^cite^and inflamed ^ei:^ia a 
^pult and a qpowd, T^ie oicili/|py if he lov^ j?j>u, 
will go,;to,,heil &p you f W beware,, of d^eivtng 
him ! A prpmise given n^ust l:>e kept, and then you 
may expect everything from hinv" The hittc^- 
da^ Siciliaci; quite sincerely believes hiijiuelf to be 
the mo9^ |LX|oWingy;Jalellieent» educated, rifh, vir- 
tuous, dignifi^.,nun in. thq world. ff|he proverb 
8ay$, ^rPsoud as a Sicilian,'^ acid he never allows a 
greater sign , of ^dmijcatiop to .escape him. than 
"Non c'e male " C^It isn't fcad '*)! , An e^ggeratcd 
^goism distinguisheshim^athdrt is, taken as a slight, 
^t as a IpsA, ^^dftl^fyre iapre cases known in which a 
thiei^ dislfovered by ^ends pf thjj robbed, nr^sen^ 
hin^elf bpfpre witnesse^^ exci^sed hin^lf and threw 
himself , at &e^injured man's/eet,^ who pardon^Kl him 
and gjiye him, the stolen object, even 4efen4in^ him 
/rom police and justice ^l^en nee4 arose^ 

At Chiarapionte. children played at war till the 
middle of ^te^ last "ceif^u^, . diviilipg into partie^ 
representing French ^d Siciliai^S|s ..Thej^me was 
much the. ^amie sort * of, thii^g a^^ •the mediseyal 
Perugiai^ " Gfuoclil di Saasi '*. The yireapons were 
stones and wqoden sabres^ tK^ latt^ us^d when 
stp|;v^,gave ou|, ^nd dn;ux[f and trumpets, encouraged 
the combatants. If any one was ,sei;iously h\ir^ 
which often happened, friends came and qmried hiiQ 
home ^nd th? troops ^^'P^*^/ When, th^ey were 
pxhau^ted: ^ey wjcre cou^tcf)^ and the siffc which 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CHARACTER AND ORIGINS OF PEOPLE 

had fewest hors-de-combat won. Women are always 
in a state of almost oriental subjection, first to 
father and brothers, then to husband, father or 
brother-in-law, then to sons and nephews because 
they are men ; bound to the house, and guarded 
from sight with jealous and suspicious care. No 
one is to look at them who is not able or does not 
wish to marry them ; no one looks at them after 
they are married. The giving to a husband is a 
family matter like giving a dowry. The only way 
to break through this traditional tyranny, traditional 
itself is to be carried oS by a lover who is not 
acceptable to the family and then ask for pardon 
through some relation or friend. ^^The Sicilian 
woman is generally good, faithful and very docile ; 
her life is all love and obedience. To outsiders she is 
modest, taciturn, close and not seldom embarrassed." 
The family is compact and united to admiration. 
The true Sicilian " Signore *' is the perfect model of 
a gentleman. 
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